KnwaSt to ^ive CEtizeiiship to beiioims 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Kuwait agreed Wednesday u open up 
the powbaity of y andng ddzenship to some of the 120^ 


■ .j" *** territoiy. the official KUNA news 

tfpBCji said. The govermiMikt said it would give the 
peopfe^koom as bedoons iq Anbie, up to a year to settle rtwtr 
Ittgil s tt tu s after whicfa fijqr wonkl be subjeeteo to legal sancti o ns. 
“Certam cases that would merit Kuwaiti oattouality will be taVni 
Pdo AUul Aziz Dakhfl, 

pba, said ano' a special goventmenc meeting on tZie issue, the 
agedc y re ported. **Hie goveiuiiient has taken a mwntMtr of 
measures to fa cilit a t e a tmange in the legal of thos e who 
want it and to beb them live a^ worit in the oounliy legally,” he 
added. Eartier ^ month, the daify A1 Siyassyeh newspaper 
suggested that to 20,000 bedoun could be fiatiiraBwi under the 

plai^ dian^. Kuwait has an official pc^ation of 1.4 
uunin, indudiiig 620,000 Kuwaitis and 120,000 bedouns. 
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Prince Abdullah meets 
Malaysian official 

KUALA LUlilFUR (Petra) 
. — His Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah on Wednesday met 
with the acting Malayaan 
. mtnig>«»r of defence. Prince 
Abdullah and the Malaysian 
c^Bctal disciissed Jordanian- 
Malaysian cooperation in va- 
rious fields, especially in 
militaiy cooperation and eac- 
. change of expertise. The 
meeting was attended by 
. Jordanian Ambassador to 
Malaysia Ln’ai Ehatiunan. 
On Thesday evening. Prince 
Abdullah and Her Royal 
Highness Princess Rania 
attended a dinner held in 
their bonoor by Malayaan 
Formgn hfinister AbdnBah 
Badawi. 

Zanoun calls for 
delay in elections 

RAMALLAH(AFP) — n»e 
leader of the Palestinian par- 
liament in exile proposed on 
Wednesday delaying the 
Palestinian elections set for 
January. Salim A1 Zanoun, 
tiie actiqg q>eaker of the 
Palestine National Coundl 
(PNQ, ^ke to reporters 
after 42 members of the 
oouncQ living in the Palesti- 
nian territories held a meet- 
ing in RamaUah. Mr. Tawrwm 
s^ tiiey would meet again in 
die Gaza Strip Saturday with 
ministers from the Palesti- 
nian National Antiiority to 
ooosidCT tile Inail^lo^nts in 
tile electoral law and suggest 
amendments. **We will ask 
the Palestinian catanet for an 
evemnal delay of the Palesti- 
nian elections," Sdiednled 
for Jan. 20, Mr.Zanonn said, 
withoot e:qtiaimng why th^ 
were seeking the delay, 
i^^noval of the electoral law 
has already been delayed 
several times because of in- 
temal diqnites amcmg the 
Pakstunao leaderriiip. 

israells, Iran 
target PNA officials’ 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Israeli ri^t-wing extremists 
and Iranian agents. are both 
planning to assassinate senior 
officials, officials of the 
Palestinian National Antiior- 
ity (PNA), the secretary- 
general of the authority, 
Tayeb Abdol Rahim, said 
Wednesday. "Our seoirity 
services have information on 
plans by Israeli right-wii^ ex- 
trmnists and Iranian agents to 
assassinate leaders of the 
Palestinian Authority,” Mr. 
Abdul Rahim told the 
Palestinian daily A1 Hayat A1 
Jadida. Mr. Abdul Rahim 
also said tiiat Palestinian 
security services had warned 
Israeli ofiidals of assassina- 
tion plots against Prime 
Kfinister Yitdiak Rabin, gun- 
ned down Nov. 4 by a li^t- 
wing Jewish fanatic. “The 
Israelis were surprised, but 
they refused to believe the 
existence of a secret organisa- 
tion” taigetting its leaders, 
Mr. Abdnl Rahim said with- 
out providing further detaSs. 

Palestinian shot dead 
In Nablus field 

NABLUS (AFP) — Three 
gunmen tiiot de^ a Palesti- 
nian man on Wednesday aatd 
left his body riddled with 30 
boQetsf in a field on . the 
outskiris of tiiis West Bank 
town, fritnesses said. Sabi 
Aysheh, 40, was declared 
d^ on arrival at hospital 
after witnesses heard the 
shots and went to his aid. ICs 
body was found about four 
loloiDetres from his home in 
(he old district of Nablus. 
The gunmen were dressed in 
civilian dotfaes and the mo- 
tive for tiie kiUiog was not yet 
tnown, but police were in- 
vestigating. Aysheh, vriio was 
married with diilAen, had 
Served a term in an Israeli 
prison for killing suspected 
Israeli collaborators, ^ wit- 
nesses added. 


Israeli warplanes 
attack S.Lebanon 

Peres weighs options amid U.S. efforts 
with all parties to defuse rising tension 


RASHAYA (Agencies) — 
Israeli warplanes on Wednes- 
day blasted suspected guerril- 
la targets in South Lebanon 
witii missiles, a day a^ re- 
sistance fighters rocketed 
north Israel, police said. 

The planes swooped low 
over the 'Ain Tlneh region, a 
Hizbollah stronghold in 
Lebanon's Bekaa \^ley, and 
fired six missiles in three 
separate sorties, police said. 
There were no immediate re- 
ports of casualties. 

Earlier, an Israeli helicop- 
ter fired a missile at the same 
area but it failed to explode. 

Israeli Prime Mhiister Shi- 
mon Peres on Wednesday 
met army diiefe to examine 
the options for a retaliation 
to HizboUah's attacks that 
left ei^t people wounded. 

As they met, thousands of 
Hizbollah supporters 
attended the fhnei^ in South 
Lebanon of Saed Haib, a 
senior Hizbollah chief who 
died Tnesday when his 
booby-trapped car oqiloded. 
Hizbollah blamed it on 
Israel. 

As the fnneral procession 
of around 5,000 people 


wound its way through Jib- 
sheet, Israeli warplanes buz- 
zed the region and Israeli 
artill^ pounded suspected 
guerrilla positions aroi^ tiie 
village. 

The mourners, led by Hiz- 
bollah officials, deputies and 
Muslim clerics, vowed re- 
venge, crying "Death to 
Israel” and the United 
States, and “War, war until 
victory.” 

Israeli warplanes and heli- 
copter gonships kept a dose 
watch over South Lebanon 
throughout the day to pre- 
vent l^tyusha rocket atta^. 

But a roadside bimb ex- 
ploded inside brael’s “secur- 
ity zoDc" and wounded an 
Imaeli-aOied militiaman. The 
attack took {tiace in Mar- 
jayoon, headquarters of the 
Ismli army and its South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) mili- 
tia. 

A second bomb was found 
at the same spot and defused. 

In Beirut, Prime Min^r 
Rafik Hariri said tiiat Israeli 
military action to quell Hiz- 
bollah was doomed to fail 
and charg^ t^t the Jewish 
state alone “‘most assume die 


responsibility for tiie flare-up 
in the south.” 

"Military solutions will 
fafl. MQitaiy solntions belong 
to the past,” Air. Hariri said, 
adding that Lebanon wanted 
peace and security whicfa 
conld only be secured 
through an Israeli troop widi- 
drawal from South Lebanon. 

Hizbollah told the govern- 
ment to file a petition at the 
U.N. Security Coundl com- 
plaining about Israeli attadis 
on South Lebanese villages. 

"The Lebanese govern- 
ment has to bear its responsi- 
bilities and is demanded to 
raise h^ its voice on ^ 
international forums and to 
pre^t a cMopU^t to the 
United Nations Security 
Council,” a Ifiri>ollah top 
offidal told a local televidon. 

Hizbollafa Deputy Sect- 
ary General Naeem Qassem 
was commenting after the 
Israeli air raids and dielling 
of South Lebanon villages. 

An Israeli military com- 
mander meanwhile expressed 
doubt that massive ret^ation 


(Conturaed on page 7) 


Egyptian elections 
by violence, fraud 


CAIRO (AFP) — Four peo- 
ple died and 33 were injured 
m fighting as Egyptians voted 
in parliamentary elections on 
Wednesdity amid opposition 
charges of widespr^d fraud 
and the mass arrest of Must- 
lim fundamentalists. 

The of^podtion accused the 
ruling National Democratic 
Party (NDP) of stuffing the 
ballot boxes in Cairo and 
north Egypt while an ind^ 
pendent watchdog group re- 
ported recerving 500 com- 
plaints of election fraud. 

Police arrested nearly 
2,000 supporters of the ban- 
ned Muslim ‘-Brotherhood, 
the government's main rival 
in tiw race with its candidates 
yfanding officially as indepen- 
dents, in the days leading up 
to the vote and during tiie 
poll itself. 

President Hosni Mubarak’s 
NDP, which has won sweep- 
ing majorities since its crea- 
tion in 1S178, was expected to 
bold at least tiie two-thir^ 
majority needed to elect the 
be^ of state. 

Some 21 million Egyptians 
were registered for the vote, 
in whid 4,040 candidates 


from nine parties and the 
Muslim Brotbeihood ran for 
444 seats in the People's 
Assembly. Mr. Mubarak said 
the bi^ number of candi- 
dates showed the "extent of 
democracy'' in Egypt. 

But correspondents said 
the turnout was low in many 
districts in Cairo and south, 
Egypt. In the 1990 elections, 
the official tomont was 44 per 
cent, although indepenctent 
observers pot it between five 
and 10 per cent. 

However, Information 
Minister Safwat A1 ^larif 
said: "The election went hem- 
esdy without pressiro from 
the autiiorities. Participation 
was very hi^, showing die 
dvfl consdence of tbe peo- 
ple.” 

Votiiu, which ended at 5 
p.m (1^ GMT), was pia- 
gned by a string of clashes 
between rivals at polling sta- 
tions. 

In the worst incident a gun- 
battle between sympathisers 
of two rival candidates from 
the same fomily left one per- 
son dead and three people 
wounded in the southern 
So hag province. 


plagued 

charges 

Two women died in tbe 
Delta village of Baltim after 
being hit by tear gas daring a 
dash between poUoe and par- 
tisans of a Nasserist party 
candidate who were protest- 
ing agai^ vote rigg^g. 

In Cairo, a backer of an 
iodepeodenc candidate was 
stabbed to death by an NDP 
support. 

Earlier, police arrested 
more than 1,100 campaiga 
workers of Muslim BnMher- 
hood late Tnesday in somb- 
em Minya province, the au- 
tiiorities said. 

At leak ^ others were 
detained in north Egypt aftm* 
voting began on Wednesday, 
according to the Brother- 
hood, w&h reid more than 
600 of its woricers had been 
arrested in the final days be- 
fore the vote. 

Brotherhood spokesman 
Mamonn A1 Horoibi told 
AFP that tbe state had 
targeted his group for arrests 
"branse it knows that we 
constitute the main political 
opposition force.” 

**TWo hours before the 

(CoBtinned on page 7) 


-tr' 





His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, on Wedn^day attends a meeting with senior 
officials from various government ministries and departments (Photo by Boghos) 

Regent calls for intra-goyemmental coordination, 
private-public sector follow-up to MENA summit 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Has^, tbe Regent, 
on Wednesday voiced pride 
in Jordanian achievements in 
economic and monetary 
areas and said these achimte- 
inents were attested to in 
specialised international re- 
ports. 

At a meeting held at tbe 
Jordan Electricity Aulhority 
(JEA), with secretaries 
general of ministries and 
diiiectors of govenunent de- 
partments, Prince Hassan 
paid tribute to (he executive 
leadership, which, he said, 
had a major role in preparing 
successful policies which con- 
tributed to the success of 
econoqiic restnictnring. 

Prince Hassan smd Jordan 
oonld obtain a better econo- 
mic and financial rankings tty 
intemational organisations 
not only through drawing up 
economic restructuring prog- 
rammes but also through im- 
plementing them. 

“At the present we should. 


moe 'tiian any other time, 
work in acetmbnee with the 
international unders tanding 
of sectoral administration in- 
stead of excluding sectoral 
activities to the concept of 
local administrations,” 
Prince Hassan said. 

He urged the dixectors pre- 
sent at the meeting to focus 
(Ml ccMnprehensive perform- 
ance in planning and im- 
plementing programmes. 

‘‘When trildng about de- 
veloping any sector, for ex- 
ample foe investment sector, 
can tbe sector be developed 
by one ministry? Or are we 
required to activate the nries 
of other ministries sudi as 
those of finance, water and 
iirigi^n, public works and 
holing, labour, education, 
higher education, health, so- 
cial security and science and 
technology and others? 
Prince Hassan asked. 

Prince Hassan said Jordan 
was about to enter a stage in 
ufokfa many projects wQl be 
lanndied bofo Ity the pnUic 


and private sectors. 

The Regent said foe Am- 
man econrunic g»w"*nft. con- 
vened Oct. 29-31, has be- 
come history now and any 
talk about it riiould be fo- 
cused on foe fact that it c(n>- 
stituted an important tmoing 
point in a coniinuons 
mechanism sriiich aim* to re- 
haUIicate the economies of 
tbe region. 

He said the outcome of the 
summit cannot be evaluated 
without understanding its 
goals and historic context and 
role. 

He said the success of foe 
sonunit is lepretented miunly 
in the continuity of its 
mechanism in rehrinUtating 
regional economies and en- 
hancing political and econo- 
mic st^ility. 

The summit, be added, 
also succeeded in creating the 
main instimtiems, sfoidi were 
declared at the Casablanca 
summit a year earlier. 

At the practical level. 
Prince Hassan said, the sum- 


mit succeeded in illuminating 
and cctordinating policies and 
coordinating the efforts of 
•national arid regional com- 
panies, in addition to giving 
them the opportonity to dis- 
cuss re^^ projects and 
major national projects. 

He added that foe summit 
also succeeded in presenting 
Jordan as a model caf>ab!e of 
adapting to international and 
regional changes and dealing 
wifo diem efficiently. 

The Crown Prince under- 
Imed the importance of oxip- 
eration between tte publK 
and private sectors and said 
tbe summit represeatkl a <lis- 
tingmshed example of the 
real partnership between foe 
two sectors. 

Prince Hassan also under- 
lined the importance role ^ 
pnbltc administration in foe 
emnprebensive development 
proctess and called for linking 
training to the real needs of 
the process. 

(Contfamed on page 7) 


U.S. advance unit heads for Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (R) — A 10- 
strong U.S. military team 
beaded for central Bosnia on 
Wednesday to prepare for 
thousands of American 
troops who start pouring in 
next month to enforce a 
peace deal. 

A U.S. spokesman in 
Washington said one of tbe 
team’s chief duties would be 
to check out tbe airport at 
iSiria, a Muslim stroiigfaold 
destined to be a major base 
for foe 60,000-strong peace 
fmee, a thiiti of them Amer- 
ican. 

’ The survey team will be 
followed within a week by an 
"enabling” force of some 
1,400 troops, half of them 
Americans, to set up logistics 
and commuirications fw foe 
main COntiogmt wtudl will 
start moving in a few days 
^ter tbe signing of tbe peare 


agreement in Paris in eaity 
Dumber. 

Tbe deployment of the 
force, a crudai element of tbe 
peace package agreed in 
Dayton, Ohio last week, 
seemed asmred after a way 
was found to enable Russians 
to serve in a NATO-led force 
and U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton appeared to be gaining 
domestic support for sending 
American troops. 

Kfr. Clinton is seeking a 
non-binding expression of 
support from a sceptical Ctm- 
gress for his policy sinular to . 
foat ^ven to then President 
George Bush for tbe Gulf 
war force in 1991. 

Before leaving on a Enro- 
pean trip hfr. CUnton perso- 
nally asked key members of 
Cemgress to suji^rt the de- 
ployment, assuring them the 
mission would be “dear, li- 


mited and adiievable and the 
risks to our troops will be 
minimisecL” 

IK^fo foe arrival of tiie 
main body of the heavily- 
arme(} peace force still some 
weeks away, U.N. military 
officials in Bosnia were on 
Wednesday considering using 
force, against foe Bosnian 
Serbs b^use of repeated 
interference with freklom of 
movement between Sarajevo 
and the Muslim enclave of 
Gorazde. 

“In contravention of their 
ceasefire obligations die Bos- 
nian Serbs have been (ie- 
la^ng and harassii 
trying to get to 
said Lieutenant-Colonel 
Chris Vernon, a U.N. 
spokesman in Sarajevo. 

“This situation has got 
more serions in recent dm 
and commander UN^O- 


FOR (U.N. Protection 
Force) is considering the use 
of rajMd reaction force artil- 
lery against Serb positions as 
a resnlL” 

Bosnian Serb forces won a 
halt to NATO air strikes in 
Ocbfoer after making a un- 
ilateral pledge to provide un- 
hindered freedom of move- 
ment for U.N. and rehef 
vehicles and personnel 
throughout foe country. 

Wfo NATO poised to take 
overjpeacekMpmg in Bosnia, 
the UNPROFOR mission is 
entering the last few weeks of 
its 3V^ year operation, 
althoi^ many of its person- 
nel vi^ simply change hats 
and join tbe new force. 

The U.N. Security Council 
is sdiechkled to vote to extend 
UNPROFOR’s Bosnian 
mandate before it expires on 
Thursday imtil Jan. 31. 


Race for House speakership seems settled, 
but strong battle is on for post of deputy 


By Sa*eda Kilani 

Special to tbe Joiriafl Times 

AMMAN — The battle for 
speakership of the Lower 
House of Parliament seems 
to have settled largely in 
favour of incumbent Sa’d 
Hayel Srour ^inst Islam- 
ist AMuHah AJtaileh ahead 
of the Opening of tbe third 
session of Parliament on 
Saturday. But a fierce com- 
petition is looming for foe 
post of deputy speakership. 

Until We^esday, (inly 
Mr. Srour and Dr. AJcaileh 
were known to have been 
nominated for foe speak- 
ership post and foe out- 
come, for many observers, 
seems to have been settled 
in favour of Mr. Srour since 
Islamists and opposition 
deputies at the 8()-member 
house would not muster 
more than 25 votes. 

Although they know it 
mi^t be a losing battle for 
Dr. Akaileh, foe Islamic 
Action Front insists on 
nominating him. According 
to sources, however, the 
front’s e^rts are mainly 
(liFected at lobbying for the 


vi(te-presidency set for 
wfaidi it stanfo a better 
chance than the speak- 
ership, they said. 

Three strong candidates 
are vying for the vice- 
mesidency. Islamist Abdnl 
Rahim Akour, centrist 
Abdul Baqi Jammo and lef- 
tist Mustaia Shuneikat are 
the three. There is no in- 
clination, it seems, among 
any of the three, to with- 
draw from tbe race which 
makes it foe more difficult 
to detennine to which way 
scales would tip. 

“It is very hard to tell if 
our candidate will make it 
or not,” said Mohammad 
Oweideh of foe LAP. "But 
we are determined to go all 
the way even if we are not' 
sure of bis victory.” 

Another Islamist deputy, 
Suleiman Sa'ad, said he 
Ueved that all blocs in Par- 
liament are lobbying 
against tbe'lAF. He told 
foe Jordan Times that there 
were attempts by some d^ 
puties to isolate the Islam- 
ists within the House's 
permanent bureau. 

"We accept dialogue. 


We even said we mil with- 
draw from the race for the 
speakership if we win tiie 
vice-presidency by 
acclamation,” said Mr. 
Sa'ad. "But it seems every- 
one is a^inst foe fixmt and 
b workfog against it.” 

Bnt the National Action 
Front (lAF) bloc, led by A1 
Ahd Secretary General 
Abdul Hadi Majali, said 
competition was a testi- 
mony of democracy. 

. 'This is not a place for 
beg^ng. We are here to 
practise democracy,” said 
-Mr. Majali. "We insist on 
nominating Mr. Jammo 
and we will not go badt on 
.it.” 

“We have a strong and 
oommitt^ coalition of 38 
voices,” he said. “He will 
not withdraw. Opposition 
has the right to a seat but it 
is denmcracy and whoever 
wins wins.” 

But a deputy who prefer- 
red not to be named cast 
doubts on a unified centrist 
stand. He said he believed 
there was a tendency within 
the House and foe govem- 


,ment towards the election 
of an opposition deputy for 
vice-presiden< 7 . 

“Negotiations are still 
going on. but the trend is in 
favour of the presence of a 
deputy from foe opposition 
to balance things, ’’ foe de- 
puty said. “It is unlikely 
that the four centrist blocs 
will vote for Mr. Jammo.” 

Leftist sourcesargue foat 
Mr. Shuneikat has a strong 
chance rince several inde- 
pen^nts, nationalists and 
leftists would prefer to see 
an opposition figure, who is 
not an Islamist, in the 
House's permanent 
bureau. 

Mr. Shuneikat himself 
does not see a reason for 
withdrawal and said he be- 
lieves he bad g(K>d chances. 

"Every de^ty has foe 
right to take p^ in the 
elections. There is nothing 
impossible,” he said. “But 
I’m open for dialogue.” 

In last year's elections, 
Mr. Shuneikat withdrew 
from the vice-presidency 
race in favour of candidate 
Akour, who did not win. 


This year, one deputy says, 
Islamists should be votmg 
for him instead of nominat- 
ing a candidate. 

It is yet not clear if any of 
foe tfaiee candidates will 
withdraw, since lobbying 
will go on until Saturday 
morning, one deputy said. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein will open foe sestion 
(» Saturday with a speedi 
from the Throne ouilining 
the government’s policies. ' 

Following foe speech, 
foe Senate will convene 
under tbe chairmanship of 
Ahmad Lawzi and will 
elect a committee to pre- 
pare the reply to tbe 
speech. It will also elect 
members of the Senate’s 
permanent bureau, ,two 
assistants and its diffnent 
committ^. 

Tbe House will then hold 
its fir^ session under the 
chairmanship of the oldest 
serving member. Elections 
for the speakership as well 
as two vice-presidents and 
two assistants will take 
place. The House will also 
elect various committees. 
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U.N. reaffinns support 
for Palestmians on eve 
of day of solidarity 


By a Jordan nmes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — ITie United Na- 
tions on Wednesday cele- 
brated die Intematio^ Day 
of Solidarity with the Palesti> 
nian People, and for the fiist 
dme since the beriming of 
the Arab-lsraeli conflict, 
amid signs of peace. 

At celebrations in Amman, 
a U.N. official called upon 
the international community 
to bolster peace by increasing 
its assistance to the Palesti- 
nian peof^e. 

“(We can) feel optimistic 
abont the possibili^ of solv- 
ing the long-standing Arab- 
Is^U oonfl^ whidi... (con- 
sumes) enormous economic 
resources that c^d ot^- 
wise have been directed to- 
wards achieving economic 
and social development for 
ESCWA members,” said 1>. 
Hazem A1 Beblawi, U.N. 
under-secretaiy general and 
executive secretary of the 
U.N.*s Economic and Social 
Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA). 

“The reconstruction of 
physical, economic, soda! 
and institutional inh^truc- 
tnre... is die starting p(^ for 
growth and economic de^- 
veiopment, as the basis for a 
sucoBssfnl peaceful settle- 
ment,” be added. “Sncoe»fal 
and durable pe^ can o^ 
be achieved if it is compre- 
hensive, just and baseti on 
integrated development.'* 

Although the U.N. has 
been effectively excluded 
firom any role in the ongoing 
peace firocess between the 
Palestinians and Israel, Dr. 
Beblawi said, “it is not possi-' ' 
ble to imagine a soccessfol * 
peacefo] settlement of the 
conflict without the problems 
of the Pdestioian refugees in 
accordance with United Na- 
tions resolutions.** 

According to the United 
Nations, more than three mil- 
lion ojF the world's 6,5 million 
Palestinians 'still live in le- 
fugde camps and m neigh- 
booring Arab states. Ihey 
are die “most- prominent” of 
tbe Palestinian tragedy, said 


Dr. Beblawi, and the major- 
ity “are still living in dre 
conditions.*' 

Of the temainder of tbe 
world's Palestinian popnla- 
tiod, tbe U.N. estimates that 
800,000 live witto Israel and 
2.6 million live in the Palesti- 
man t^toiies occuined by 
Israel since 1967, including 
Jerusalem. Approximately 
one million of them live in 
tbe areas now under self-rule. 

ESCWA provides technio- 
al advisory services in econo- 
mic and social fields open 
request from member na- 
tions. While the U.N. is fac- 
ing its worst ever finandai 
crisis. Dr. Beblawi said advis- 
ory services have been ex- 
empted flfom restrictions 
pla^ on tbe U.N. agencies 
doe to lack of fimding. Tbis, 
he said, has allowed ESCWA 
to continue its services in tbe 
Palestinian self-rule areas in 
coordination with the con- 
cerned Palestinian and U.N. 
bodies already active in the 
area. ESCWA efibrts, be 
said, “wfll concentrate on 
the Palestinian Au- 
tiioTity m building its econo- 
mic and social institutions.” 

Palestinian Ambassador to 
Jordan Omar A1 Khatib deli- 
vered a statement on behalf 
of Yasser Arafat, who ooode- 
mned violence and terrorism 
and stressed the impoitanoe 
of “protecting the peace pro- 
cess from thrMts such as the 
assasrination of Israeli nime 
Minister Yithzak Rabion, 
and the U.S. Congress* 
attenqits to move die Amer- 
ican embas^ to Jerusalem, 
which sets a dangerous p rece- 
. dent tiireatening to non the 
'peace process.” 

“It contradicts the stand of 
the current U.S. governmoit 
and former adnunistrations 
and contravenes die dedara- 
tion of prindfdes w4iidi de- 
layed discussing foe issue un- 
til tbe final stage and it con- 
travenes all international 
legitimacy resolutions reject- 
ing tbe annexation of Jeni- 
saJra and considers it an 
integral part offoe ocaqiied 
Paltttinian land." 

The Internationaf Day of 


Solidarity provides the 
opportunity to focus on foe 
still uniBsolved question of 
Palestine and the future of 
several million Palestinian re- 
fti^ses. This y^, it is a 
poignant reminder that, 
while peace does seem attain- 
able. the inalienable Palesti- 
nian rights to self- 
detenninafom, national inde- 
p^eoce, sovereignty have 
stiU to be coosdidat^. 

This day, said U.N. Secret- 
ary Generm Boutros Gtudi in 
a statement from New York 
to the Commictee on the Ex- 
ercise of the Inalienable 
Rights of foe Palestinian Peo- 
ple, qrmbolises foe ongoing 
responsibility of foe United 
Nations towards foe Paiesti- 
ttian people and “Its commit- 
ment to tbe promotion of a 
comprehensive, just and last- 
ing settiement of foe Arab* 
Is^li conflict.” 

Of fundamental import- 
ance, he said, is tbe neM to 
eradicate the economic insta- 
bifa'ty and poor living condi- 
tions in foe Gaza Strip, wfaidi 
could midanger supjxirt for 
the peace process. 

In 1994, the U.N. 
appointed a spe^ coordina- 
tor in tile occupied territories 
to facilitate foe development 
of public works projects to 
create employment, estate 
lisbed a system to disboise 
donor flinfo effidentiy and 
coordinated training and 
other assistance for th* 
Palestinian police force. 

Tbe U.N. observes tbe day 
of solidarity annoally on Nov. 
29. This d^ was chosen by 
the U.N. because of its sig- 
nificance to tbe history of trc 
Palestiman pmipte. On that 
day in 1947, tbe General 
A^fflbly adt^ited Resolu- 
tion 181, wliidi came to be 
known as the Partition Re- 
solution that provided for foe 
establishment of a “Jewish 
state” and Arab state in 
Palestine, with Jerusalem as a 
.ooipns. separatum under a 
special international regiine. 
Of the' two states envisioned 
in, tile Partition Resolution, 
OKily one, feiael, has come 
into being. 
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TECHNICAL EXHlBlTiON: Prime Minister who opened the was femiiarBed 

Zeid Ben Shaker on Wednesday tom with serviees offered by the company 
an ezhBiftioa organised by the Jordanian hs computer networks (Petra photo) 
Information Cmnpany. Sharif Zeid, 


Cash, clothes draw 
Egyptians to polls 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt's 
election day turned info a 
paiW for the votera on 
Wefoiesday as candidates in 
the legislative polls doled out 
food, drink, dotiies and even 
cash to win support 

In the Cairo aforking-eJass 
' district of Mosky-Abdin, 

, campaign workers turned out 
at sunrise ontside schools 
being used as polling stations, 
armed with leaflets, londs- 
peakeis and an array of 
for voters. 

The backers of Moham- 
mad Abdul A1 Khalifa, an 
mdependent, offered pens, 
notebooks and, most impor- 
tantly, a free breakfest of tea, 
boney^es and chocolate. 

The g3iivfiAit«» himself, 
prerident of . foe national 
sugar company, mingled 
among voten, passing out 
bags of the valued commodi- 
ty. Meanwhile, hb company’s 
buses busily transported vo- 
ters to the polls. 

Mr. Khalifa’s rival, Talaat 
A1 Qawass, owns a dotiies 
factory, so his backers passed 
ont T-shirts and baseball 
caps emblazoned with Ms 
name and Ms assinged cam- 
paign symbol, the umbrella. 

A hundred of Ms factory 
.workers stood outside poliing 
stations, cheering his* name, 
hanging tamborines and sign- 
ing «m p aign cfaaDts wMle 


company trucks flipped M 
voters. 

The Islamist candidate. 
Sheikh Ragab Hamedia, foe 
owner of a string of res- 
taurants in Cabo, ont 
hot sandwiches frm the back 
of a rented pick-up truck. 

“Umm Azza,” meanwhile, 
handed out up to 15 Egyptian 
pounds ($4) to voters to $np- 
poft her candidate, Raxima 
A1 Aiusi, a fonner follower 
of the ruKog National Demo- 
cratc Par^ rriio turned inde- 
pendenL 

So voters followed foe 
advice of their President Hos- 
ni Mubarak, who last month, 
connselled: ‘^Take the 
money, bot vote for whoever 
you want.” 

The liberal Wafd Party 
hopeful, Mohammad Al Hif- 
nawi, pesed ont w^ T- 
sMrts. 

**I've eaten the NDP's 
cakes, the Islamists' sand- 
wiches, got a T-shirt from the 
Wafd, OM now I don't know 
who to vote for because real- 
ty I don't care about poli- 
tics,** said student Murad 
Hussein, hcldng foe icing off 
Ms lips. 

**Tbe main tbing is to take 
advanta^ of foe most candi- 
dates because tfaeir favours 
only last one day,” langheri 
bis friend, Mohammad 
Bakxr. 


Bad food raises stink at top Beirut restaurants 


By Haddsdtai 

Reuter 

BEIRUT — Lebanese food 
lovers, who make eating 
ont a national pastime, 
have been shocked to bear 
that some of the best 
known restaurants to 
spring up since tile dvti war 
have bM serving them 
tainted food. 

Reports that government 
inspectors last month 
canght half-a-dozen top 
Beirut restaurants and 
hotels serving or hoarding 
used or e:qn^ food have 
caused a national scandal. 

Inspectors who raided 
dozens of restaurants, 
hotels, shops and super- 
markets across foe country 
on a consumer-protection 
drive told Reuters tbe re- 
sults were shocking. 

“An one five-star Beirut 
hotel 1 seized five toimes of 
all types of expired food,” 
inspector Nabil Akar said. 
“You name it: shrimp, tur- 
key, meat, even evian 
mineral water that (bil- 
lionaire prime minister) 
Rafik Al Hariri drinks, ex- 
fHTed tince 1993.” 

Th^ manager of the 


hotel’s restaurant was de- 
tained with managers or 
owners of three other 
hotels and two welt-known 
restaurants. All have been 
diarged and fece po^le 
fines of im to five millkm 
pounds (»,115) or three 
months irmnrisocuiient. 

Nearty % imp eyto fs of 
the economy minis^*s 
cons um er protection o£te 
have raided 600 res- 
taurants, ho^, supermar- 
kets, gas stations arid sb^ 
in foe u n precedented drire 
to stop cheating on prices 
and tpiality. 

Vow and illiterate people 
in Lebanon are untfole to 
read selM^ labels whidi 
are often m English and 
Freodi. 

Beirat newspapers report 
new busts almost daly, 
pubUshing the names of mg 
restaurants or supermar^ 
kets involved — and tbe 
campaign seems to be 
paying 

Economy Muuster Yas- 
sin Jaber, foe mastermind 
of the raids campaign, says 
he b determined ms diire 
to protect consumers will 
•succeed. 

“People take it for 


granted that foe food b OK 
at these top name res- 
taurants," Mr. Jaber told 
Reuters in an Interview. . 

“But there b n^gence 
and slackness and it b not 
permissible that someone 
take lots of money for a 
meal from you and serves 
even one item whose qnafr 
ty or expiry date b sus- 
pect,** Mr. Jaber said. 

“Those caught dieating 
must be punifoed severely 
so doo*t repeat it,” the 
millionaire U.S.-educated 
businessman said. 

In s pectors say they are 
relaxM about tiieir work 
these days, altiiougb during 
•tile 1975-90 Ldranese war 
their raids were mostly un- 
successful because many 
shops were under tbe pro- 
tection of trigger-happy 
militiaiiien aho ruled foe 
streets. 

“On one raid efauing tbe 
war a shopowner fold us be 
would dig a Mg hole in the 
ground and bi^ os in it tf 
we ever came back,” 49- 
year-old Akar, an inspector 
for 20 years, said. 

Now the inspectors slap 
summonses on suqiected 
offendeis without twitdiing 


an eyelid. 

“Sometimes we face 
problems but we*re more 
relaxed as there is state, 
aufooii^ behind us,” said 
Mr. Alw, who 'issued a 
summons to a restaurant 
owned by a pariiamentary 
deputy for serving expired 
dieese, and to a ^rarking lot 
owned by another for 
price dieting. 

The inweetors* new- 
found confidence was evi- 
dent during a raid on four 
shops and restaurants in 
Beirut witnessed by Reu- 
ters. 

“What a morning what 
rotten ludt” a shopowner 
shonfod after three inspec- 
fors and t h ree poticemen 
entered Ms small establish- 
ment where almost all the 
merchandise from potato 
drifK to breakfast cereal 
was cqiired. 

Tbe second ta^t, a su- 
permarket, passed tbe test 
but a newly opened res- 
taurant receivM a sum- 
mons that could cost two 
millioa pounds ($1,2%) for 
small amounts of leftover 
frr^legs and meat fbond in 
hb freezer. 


**I am giving you thb 
summons so you learn not 
to serve leftovers to 
clients ” Mi, Akar told foe 
owner. 

Mr. Jaber said foe raids 
were just foe tip of tbe 
iceberg. Hb goal is to rees- 
tablbb quality control in 
Lebanon, be said. 

“What we did was raise 
the awareness of people 
but what we hope to do b 
to create a system that 
works every day,” Mr. Ja- 
ber said, adding that con- 
sumer protection office 
now receives tips about 
offenders from citizens on 
telephone bot lines. 

“We canght so many 
offenders because we 
caught them unaware. Fm 
sure in tbe future we will 
catch less out of being 
scared they will stop deal- 
ing in foese products ... 
tbey know we can strike 
aojriime.'* tbe minister 
said. 

“The other thing we have 
fo do b to stop foese (ex- 
pired) products from com- 
ing info tbe country in foe 
first place ... you have to go 
after tbe suate’s bead; Tbe 
importers.” be added. 


Kuwaitis 
told not to 
spoil their 
children 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s 
government has ur^ pa- 
rents fo fight teenage deli- 
quency by givir^ children 
personal attention rather 
than costly gifts that spoQed 
them. 

Information Minister 
Sheilfo Sand Nasser Al Sabah 
I delivered foe message to 
I members of parliament who 
blamed the government for 
not doing enon^ to fight foe 
spread m drugs and rowdy 
behaviour among young peo- 
ple. 

Deputies said tbey wanted 
the Ministry of Information 
to show more programmes to 
teach etiiics and manners and 
foe Ministry of Education to 
educate cMIdren about foe 
dar^r of drugs. 

“No matter how many 
cultural and religious prog- 
rammes are broadcast, tbm 
will not eliminate thb danger- 
ous pbenomenon the <^u- 
lence phenomenon,” Sheikh 
Saud told parliament. 

Sbeikh Saud said foe minis- 
tries had a role in the preven- 
tion of sodal probleins bot 
foe family had the most imh 
portant job. 

“Are tbe ministries provid- 
ing (our) sons with money?” 
he said. “In our time one did 
not own a Mi^cle, and nowa- 
days young people drive 
around in 25,000 dinar 
($83,000) cars,*' be added. ! 

I 

“Where b foe role of 
femiJy? ... I ask some 
people ‘where are your 
children,* and they do not 
know,” be said. Many 
Knwaitb spent most tk 
their time at social func- 
tions leaving their cMI- 
dren in the care of nan nies 
and maids, he s^. 

MPs accused goveni- 
meot ministries of inac- 
tion over tbe spread of 
narcotics. 

Earlier tins week gun- 
men shot and badly 
wounded a dn^ squad 
police officer outside hb 
bouse in an inddent be- 
lieved by newspaper com- 
mentators to be linic«i to 
an arrest he bad made. 

MPs argued foe attack 
was indii^y caused by a 
law passed earlier this 
year that made foe death 
penalty mandatory for 
drug dealers, raising foe 
stakes in foe fight against 
narcotics. 

“We have unwittingly 
sentenced interior minis , 
try officers to death and I 
think we should allow 
judges more freedom,” 
said MP Ahmad Al Kfaa- 
tib. 


NEWS IW BRIEF 

U.N. peaceke^ing on Golan extended 6 montitt 

UNTIED NATIONS (AFP) — The U.N. Security Counca 
on Toesday extended for six monfos the deployment of 
U.N. peac^eepers on the Golan He^&» and repeated its 
call fer an overall peace settlement in tbe M iddle East. In 3 
resolution adopt^ unanimously, the Seenrity Counid 
renewed until May 31, 1996, the mandate of the U.N. 
peacekeejnng force charged since 1974 with momtoriru foe 
frraeli and Syrian tnx^ on tiie disputed tenifoiy. Com- 
manded by Genera! Johaimes Kosters of tbe Netiteriands^ 
the 1,038-stroog U.N. force is comprised of 463 soldieis 
|HOvided by Austria, 216 by Canada, and 359 by Pobtad. 

Black Sea countries meet to improve ties 

ANKARA (AFP) — Parliamentary del^atkms from 11 
countries in the Black Sea region met here *DiesdiQr fer 
talks to improve political and economic relations anxa^ 
group members. The Black Sea cooperation group was 
fonned in and indudes Albaxua, Aimenia, Aasc^ 
Jan, Bulgaria, Georgia, G re e ce, Moldova, Ronumia, 
sia, Ttirieey and Uki^e. The group has set up a secretariat 
in Istanbul and b preparing to opra a bank in Tbessahmi- 
ka, Greece, to support development projects in tiie regkm. 
Armenian Pariuunent Speaker Babken Ararktsian, who 
chaired the meetir^, said further economic cooperation in 
foe Black Sea region would help resolve locd ctmfliGts 
among members. The biggest dispute in the region is 
between Armenia and Azerbaijan over foe enc&ve 
Nagorno-Karabakh 

Ghali gravely concerned about Afghan violence 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali.b gravely ctHicerned about tbe escalatkxi of 
violence in the A^an capital Kabul, bb ^kesman said 
Tuesday. At least 41 peopte were kill^ and more tinm 144 
injured when foe Taliban militia bombed residentia] areas 
of Kabul in foe city’s deadliest air raid Sunday. More tiim a 
week of fierce fitting between foe warring fections has left 
both sides in an ^ipatent standoff IS kitometies fr^ 
Kabul. Dr. Ghali expressed bb “grave coiKern” at tbe 
escalation of fitting in general and at tbe bombing of foe 
city, spokesman Ahmad Fawzi said. “The secretary general 
once again appeals to all parties to exercise the maxjmmp 
restraint, and caUs upon them to cooperate wnfo foe efforts 
of tbe U.N. Special hfission... aimed at adiieving an 
immediate ceasefire and at promotii^ negotiations among 
foe parties on a transitiona] mechanism the fnnsfer of 
power, to achieve a just and durable settlement accqitabfe 
te all Afghans,” the spokesman said. 

Abu Dhabi court adjourns embezzlement case 

I DUBAI (R) — An Abn Dbabi court on Wednesday 
adjoarned an appeal by foe Iraqi-Canadian convicted of 
embe&ling millions of dMlars tbe Arab Worid's nm»n 
fiaandal institution, a comt official'said. The next hearing 
in foe case of former Arab Monetary Fund (AMP) official 
Mahdi Bahr Al Ulum will be on Feb. 28, the official saj d. 
bfr. Bahr AJ Ulom, SO. was accused of being an accomifoce 
of fonner AMF Chairman Jawad Hashem who was 
sentenced to prison in absentia after being convicted of 
smuggling some $80 million from foe Abu DhaM-based 
AMF. Mr. Hashem, also an Iraqi-Canadian, b still at large. 
Ad Abu Dhabi-criminal court in 1987 sentenced Mr. Rahr 
Al Ulom. an Iraqi wifo a Canadian passport, m bb ahsmee 
to 75 years in jail for embeazlemenr 

Eighteen Kurdish rebels killed inTuikey 

ANKARA (AFP) — Eighteen separatist Kiudbh rebeb 
have been Imled in three clashes wifo security forces in 
southeastern Turkey since Tuesday, an offic^ statement 
said Wednesday. The statement, released by tbe office M 
tbe r^onal gorernor of southeast Turkey, the dashes 

between foe security forces and rebeb from foe outlawed 
Kurdbh Labour Party (PKK) took place in foe provinces of 
Tnnceli, Hakkari aM Siniak. It did not mention any 
casualties among tbe seenrity forces. Over 21,000 people, 
indudn^ rebeb, government tro(^ and drilians, have 
been killed in southeastern Turkey since 1984 when tbe 
PQC launched an armed camfmign to create an indepen- 
dent Kurdbh state in foe region. 

Israel returns body of Palestinian killed 18 yens ago 

YATTA (AFP) — The Israeli army has retnnied to fab 
fesnly tbe body of a Palestinian kilJ^ by soldiers 18 years 
ago in foe occupied West Bank, relatives said Wednesday. 
Ismail Hassan Salem Hossiyeh, a leader of PLO chief 
Yasser Arafat s main Fateh faction, was buried later 
Wednesday at Yalta, near foe town of Hebron. Some4,000 
people attended the funeral and gun rounds were fired in 
foe air, witnesses said. Hossiyeh’s body had been kept in an 
Israeli mortuary since Hossiyeh was killed in 1^ in 
dasher with foe army. He had been accosed of Hni«E 43 
Israeli soldiers and Jewish settlers as wen as a number of 
subjected Palestinian collaborators, said tbe Palestiniaii 
news agency JMCC. 

Turkey ready to help train Bosnian soldiers 

SARAJEVO (AFP) — Turkey b prepared to help train 
BoOTa s regular army, vbiting Prime Minbter Tansu Cffler 
said here Tuesday. “The modalities of the miHtary coop- 
eration ^ be defined later,” she told a' news contonce. 

Bosnia’s i ccous tn ic- 
non. During tbe Islamic coi^rence in Malaysia. Thrkey 
was asked to coordinate the Islamic World's d^ to help 

of Bosma,” she added, referring to a 
^on of foe Organisation of tbe Islamic Conference “We 
do not envisage tbe reconstruction of Bosnia onicly in 
ecoDomc terms but abo as a means of ensaring the 
swcessfiil unplementation of tbe peace accord ” ■ ^ 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights 

(Terminal 1 } 


Beirut 

Aqaba 

09s00 Moscow 

09:10 New Delhi (add) 

1M0.„. Abu Dhabi, AJ 'Ain 
11:00 ... Amsterdam, 

11:05 Montreal. 

11:15 Lairaca,Afheas 

ildS Rome 

I2« Pari, 

fo05 London 

2fel0 Cairo 

20:15 Bahnin, Doha 

2to35 Jeddah 

22:05 Kuala Lumpur, Jaicarta 

23:59 Jeddah ladd) 

02:30 Jeddah (addi 


Otiwr Rights (Tarinlnal Q 

06:50 Beirut. London (BA) 

07:45 Beirut (ME) 

^3^30 

Abu ObaU, Al 'Ain, Mnscit (OP) 

13d0 AlgiereCAH) 


“*2 Mya*(5^ 

Istanbul (Q7) 

*2:30 Aa ute i J m ^L) 

HUAZ RimWAY TEAM, 

&DOa.ia.e«ayMoiidq 
(W'Oawwm S:O^.B.e*eiyMoiidir 
7:30a.ia.eienSuDikqr 
Aw-Aumb.,.. S:00pji.e«eiySadv 

market prices 

MPP**fowerprte m Ss per kg. 

700/500 

Banana (Mukanniar j 620 

120/80 

260050 

1»W 

O icumbef8(anaU) 320 / 200 

170/120 

SiL‘ Toomo 

TIXVSDO 

Fnirt 22W150 

umoq 

120/80 

aoo«so 

200020 . 

SdiS 

<«™sb 120/80 

160000 

I a^erme 270000 

tomato 2W140 
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Romania marks national day, pledges 
further cooperation with Kingdom 






AS' 


BjrIcaWahbeh 
'• Jorden Times Staff Reporter 

Vj..'* ■‘‘AMMAN — Romania is 
.'detennioed to do its aonost 
■ •'• to extend and further diver- 
' dfy the relations of fiiend- 
'' •li^p and cooperation with 
^ . Jordan, Romania's Ambas- 
' v', sador Anton Pascale said on 
' •■.'/die eve of Romania's 
national day, Dec. 1. 

-/J Spealdng at a press COD' 
r!.fineoce on Tuesday, Me 

- ^ Pascale reviewed (he (radi- 
'•/..dtmal brotherly relations 

•~ between the two stales and 
.'r.'delved into the history of 
: :/Romania befi^ it became a 
: ./modem state in Dec. 1, 
■; 1918, and after. 

' " The date holds particular 

impoxtaoce because, widi 
Transylvania's return to the 
^Irr-fold of the country and 
uniting with the rest of 
-'t.-Romania, “the long-await- 
ed dream of achieving the 

- : /unity of all Romanians in a 

sin^ national state 
;''L-became true and the mod- 

- ' era Romania was set up.” 

‘ While talking about the 
.^'‘achievements in the years 
./ 'ailer the overthrow of the 
totalitarian communist 
.'.'1/^ regime of Nicolae Ceauses- 
''./-'cu, the ambassador also 
*' stressed the accomplish- 
: ments in the political field, 

• / hi^ghting the ties with 


the Arab World. 

"‘Ad active and cmstant 
supporter of (he Middle 
)^t peace process, Roma- 
nia, in 1995 too, fiirtiiering 
its traditional friendship 
and cooperation with the 
Arab World, registered new 
achievements in its lela- 
tionsh^ with the countiies 
of die region, like Jordan, 
Lebanon, Egypt,” said Mr. 
Pascale. 

Mutual high-level visits 
were effected, seeing 
Ro manian Prime KGuister 
Nicolae Vacaroiu arrive in 
the Kingdom at the invita- 
titti of Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, in 
June 1995, and a Jordanian 
parliamentary delegation 
headed by Speaker of the 
Upper House of Pariiament 
Ahmad Lawzi participate in 
the 94tb session of the 
Interparliamentary Unicn, 
held in Bucharest, in Octo- 
ber this year, according to 
Ambassador Pascale. 

‘The historical event of 
both regional and world 
importance, which was the 
Amman MENA (Middle 
East and North Africa) eco- 
nomic summit, was attend- 
ed by a Romanian govern- 
ment delegation led by 
Minister of Trade Petru 
Cdsan who was accompa- 
nied by five representatives 


from the state and private 
sectors,” said the ambas- 
sador. 

As a result, he added, 
Romanian companies are 
examining the possibility of 
taking pan in the imple- 
mentation of new economic 
projects in Jordan, as pre- 
sented to the economic 
summit 

It would not be a first 
timer, as Ro mani a bas a 
long tradition of executing 
various industrial projects 
in the Kingdom, famous 
being the electrification 
works and the oil refinery 
in Zarqa, mentioned Mr. 
Pascale, adding that at the 
moment the Romanian 
cooqiaDy Industrial Export 
is carrying out a turn-key 
project in Aqaba for oU 
storage tanks and a partner 
in the construction of the 
Aqaba Thermal Power Sta- 
tion. 

The cultural relations 
between Jordan and Roma- 
nia were also mentioned by 
Ambassador Pascale wbo 
said that they are “steadily 
developing on the basis of 
the programme of cultural 
exchange concluded earlier 
this year, along with the 
^leement on t^e and on 
cooperation in tte field of 
heal± and medical sci- 
ence.” 


Concluding his speech, 
Mr. Pascale quoted the 
message sent to His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
the occasion of his 60th 
birthday anniversary by 
Romanian President Ion Ili- 
escu who expressed “deep 
admiration and respect for 
His Majesty's prodigious 
activity aimed at securing 
the development of the 
Kingdom in the political, 
economic and cultural 
fields." 

“Under His Majesty’s 
direct guidance and leader- 
ship, the Kingdom has 
reached an advanced stage 
on the path of building up a 
democratic society based 
on the rule of law, prolec- 
tiOD of freedoms and 
human rights,” said the 
message. 

“The conclusion of Jor- 
dan's treaty with Israel, a 
historical event, once again 
proved King Hussein’s 
great courage and political 
wisdom. It reflected his 
strong will to bring about 
stability to the Middle East 
and a better future for gen- 
erations to come and 
amongst peoples of the area 
as a whole,” further said 
the message. 




Editor faces new charge, denies intention to slander 


By Rana Hussexni 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Editor of AI Bilad week- 
. ly newspaper Khaled Kassasbeh will 
. mpear today in the Fust Instance 
' , court afier a new case was filed 
> . . . against him the prosecutor general. 
■ V .■ Mr. Kassasbeh told the Jttdan 
- ; Times Wednesday that he received a 
.... note from prosecutor general Moham- 
Khashashneh agk ing him to be 

■ . • - : present in court 

“I have DO idea what the case or 
charges are. The memo only required 
£ P.; ' that 1 should be present in court 

Wednesday.” Mr. Ks^sasbeh said, 

' ' - According to Mr. Kassasbeh. the 

■ - • prosecDior general transfecred the pre- 

- vious case filed by the Lower House 
' • of Parliament against the oewsp^)er 
. - to tbe court and a new date is expea- 
' ed to be announced soon. 

■ However, Mt Kassasbeh pointed 


out that he had contacted tbe Speaker 
of the Lower House of Pariiament 
Sa'ad Hayel Siour to persuade him to 
drop the case. 

“1 have contacted Mr. Srour to apologise 
and to reassure him that tbe newspaper 
was not targeting the House and did not 
intend to insult die House. And he 
promised me to contaa other Parliament 
deputies to convince them to drop the 
case,” Me Kassasbeh said.“I am hoping 
that the deputies will be convinced and 
will drop the case so that we. as journal- 
ists, wiU not feel that this case has muz- 
zled the firccdom of the press," he added. 

Daring tbe past two weeks. Mr. Kassas- 
beb. along with cartoonist Usama b^jjaj. 
were detained twice in two separate cases 
for “violation of the Press and Publica- 
tions Law”. 

On Nov. 12, they were imprisoned on 
charges of tarnishing the image of Islam 
and for a sacrilegious cartoon that was 
published in one of tbe newspaper's issues 


in October. They were freed on bail four 
days later.A week later, the same journal- 
ists were detained on charges of insulting 
the Lower House of Parliament but 
released the following day on bail. 

Mr. Srour filed a complaint last month 
after Parliament members expressed anger 
over a canoon that was published in the 
paper.In both cases Mr. Kassasbeh said 
that the newspaper was not targeting the 
House nor was it its intention to tarnish the 
image of Islam.According to Mr. Kassas- 
beh. the prosecutor general U still review- 
ing the Nov. 12 case which was Sled by 
the leader of the Muslim Brotheihood 
Movement. Abdul Majid Tbuneibai. for 
violating the press law which prohibits tbe 
printing of any material that invokes con- 
tempt of religion. 

The maximum penalty for the violation 
of any article of the Press and Publicaiioo 
Law is ID 1,000. Tbe penal^ for slander- 
ing tbe Pariiament could reach up to diree 
years' imprisonment. 
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Queen 


on 


participates in forum 
rights of children 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Maj^^ Queen Noor Tues- 
day joined 25 First Ladies 
and delegations frY>m 55 
countries at tbe 
International Forum on the 
Rights of the Child organ- 
ised by La Fondation Pour 
L’Enfance (The Foundation 
for Childhood), according 
to a Royal Court statement 

The ooe-d^ forum, 
which commemorated the 
50tb anniversary of the 
U.N., tbe U.N. Year of Tol- 
erance and the sixth 
anniversaty of tbe Conven- 
tion of the Rights of the 
Child, presented “an ideal 
opportunity to remind the 
international community of 
its commitments to chil- 
dren,” the statement said. 

Queen Noor, who beaded 
a Jordanian delegation of 
child specialists including 
Members of Parliament 
Leila Sharaf and Dr. Fawzi 
Tu'eimeh, the Queen’s 
Advisor In’am Mufti and 
Dr. Sim a Babous of 
UNIQ^, presented the 
theme of “the family as a 
safety net for the child and 


the nation.” 

According to the state- 
ment, the (^een empha- 
sised the importance of the 
Arab family, which “cod- 
tinues to provide identity, 
social, financial security 
and protection” and has 
result^ in a more cohesive 
and stable society, “free of 
the social ills , that plague 
other pans of tbe world” 
She noted, however, chat 
the family in the Middle 
East is under great pressure 
because of tbe “intense 
political, economic and 
social transitions” and 
called for preserving aixl 
eobancing the fa^y's 
streogtiis and role as well as 
ensuring its ability to 
“respond to changing con- 
ditions in our r^idly 
changing world,” the stat- 
meoc said. 

Tbe Queen described tbe 
region's strong cohesive 
family as '*an anchor and a 
foundation” and expressed 
her hope that it will evolve 
into the “fundamental 
building block for peaceful, 
prosperous and stable soci- 


eties,” accOTding to the 
statement 

Queen inaugurates 
Jerash association 


Queen Noor concluded 
her two-day visit to Paris 
by inaugurating Tuesday 
tte Friends of Jerash Asso- 
ciation, which wilL- raise - 
funds for “the excavations 
and woiks aimed at enhanc- 
ing tbe site of Jerash” and 
will work in close coopera- 
tion with tbe Jord^an 
Department of Antiquities, 

the statement said. 

In her remarks. Queen 
Noor, wbo is the Honorary 
Resident of the Associa- 
tion, said that Jordan and 
France have enjoyed the 
benefits of a long tradition 
of cooperation, particulariy 
in “the fields'of antiquities^ 
scholarship and tbe preser- 
vatioo of moDuments in 
Jordan.” 

She emphasised Jordan’s 
cammitment to tbe preser- 
vation of our region’s cul- 
tural heritage and to the 
development of a “sustain- 


^le momeDtum for the 
continued progt^s of all 
humankiud” adding that tbe 
Association’s work will 
“contribute to enriching 
knowledge about ancient 
civilisations and enhance 
the cultural role of Jerash as 
a living stage for the dozens 
of Jordanians, Arab and 
iaternational troupes who 
perform at the annual 
Jerash Festival for Culture 
and Arts, the statement 
srid. 

The Queen expressed her 
hope that the association 
will enhance tbe two coun- 
tries’ traditional co<^)eTa- 
tion by attracting “this wide 
range of new partnera and 
colleagues from the private 
sector.” 

Tbe International Forum 
on tbe Rights of tbe Child is 
organised with the coopera- 
tion of the United Nations 
Educational. Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation. UJ^. 
Children’s Fund and the 
International Catholic 
Child Bureau at the 
UNESCO headquarters in 
Paris, the statement said. 


Court assumes jurisdiction over sabotage case 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The State Security Court 
Wednesday ruled its jurisdiction over 
the case of tbe six people known as 
“Islamic Revivaliste”, accused of sab- 
otage and postponed the case of two 
Jordanians involved in an attack on a 
French diplomat known as “Wadi 
Mujib” b^use tbe court did not 
reach a decision regarding its Jurisdic- 
tion of the case. 

Presiding Judge Hafez Amin told the 
court that the case of tbe Islamic 
Revivalists was within its jurisdiction 
and ordered tbe case to proceed as 
normal. 

Speaking on behalf of. (he defra- 
dants’ attorneys. Lawyer Kamal Nass- 
er charged that the defendants w<;re. 
interrogated by tbe bbid prosecutor 
general, while also being tried, for a 
month, by the State Court for chaiges 
of belonging to an illegal organisa- 
tion. 

Tbe state prosecutor general denied 
these allegations and said that tbe 


court had no knowledge of them. 

All six defendants pleaded not guilty 
to Judge Amin who set Dec. 6 as a 
new to bear tbe prosecutor gener- 
al's witnesses. 

The ^up is charg^l with illegal 
possession and manufacturing of 
explosive materials, automatic 
werq>ons and guns for illicit use, and 
belonging to an illegal organisation. 

In tbe Wadi Mujib case, tbe court 
decided to postpone the case af^ a 
long delibe^on between the prose- 
cutor general and tbe defendants’ 
attorneys. 

Attorneys Saleh Armouti and Hik- 
mat Ra^bdefr contest^. 
were discRjmciei^ b^ebu ceti^'/ 
legal .platters concerning . 

sbrot ^d the evidence. . . 

Salem Jaradat and Ahmad (^sem. 
both 22, are charged with shooting 
and wounding a I^ch diplmnat in 
Wadi Mujib and plotting to caonty out 
extremist attacks and possessing and 
manufacturing of illegal arms. 

Judge Amin setDec. 13 to announce 


a decision over tbe court's jurisdic- 
tion. 

He also set Dec. 6 for bearing the 
case of Muslim militant Atia Abu 
Rishteh, 53, accused of slander 
against His Majesty King Hussein. 

Ml Abu Rishteh. ^okesman for tbe 
illegal Hezb Al Tahrir, was detained 
on OcL 15 by authorities, nine days 
after he was interviewed by the Arabic 
weekly Al Hiwar in which he alleged- 
ly slandered the King. 

During tbe court session. Attorney 
Armouti contested tbe court’s juris- 
dictipn, claiming the c^ should 
be.heaFcf'in ^vil'bourtp tecause 
.Abu --Rishteh “reflected political"'’' 
thoughts and what he said was based ■ 
on-personal mtetpretations'Of Islamre -- 
Sharia." 

Judge Amin rejected a request to 
free Me Abu Rishteh on b^ and set 
Dec. 6 for a new court sesrion. The 
defendant had earlier confessed to 
slandering King Hussein. 


Screening the obscene: cinema finds ways around censorship 


- a ifi- 






By Samjr HUjawi 
Special to the Jordan Times 

' AMMAN — All was quiet 

- as the film was being 

■ screened. A man and a 
' woman engage in a scene of 

impending passion. The sit- 
uation grachially warms up 
to tbe company of musied 
efiects. 

Then, at the significant 
point, tbe censor’s scissws 
; intervene. This is 

ioevitd)ly followed by the 
audience’s reaction, an 
' . . audience composed largely 

. '... of young men who boo and 
whistle in disapproval. 

- Tbe scene in question was 
. • from an Italian movie enti- 

■ tied “Night Giii” (Una 
: Donna di None) 

The location is a third- 
- ' rate movie theatre in Zarqa, 
' with a schedule of all-day 
screening of equally third- 
- rate European pomogr^b>'. 
^ Acccxdfog to Jordanian 
law, all movies isq)orted in 

- the country are subject to 

• censorship and this is coo- 
/ ducted tiTOUgh a 15-mem- 

^ her board appointed by tbe 

* Ministry of Information. 

A board member, speak- 
ing under conditi(»i of 
anonymity, told the Jordan 
k ' ' Times that all third-rate 
movie houses commit regu- 




lar violations of the law by 
screening parts of smuggled 
and theilrefcMe, uncensored 
films . 

Mahmoud Awad, a ticket 
window employee at one of 
the movie houses says: “I 
am a married man, but my 
wife does not know that I 
work here. All she knows is 
that 1 worit for a company. 
1 was trained in coapater 
daca-entry. But I accq>ted 
the job here because 1 could 
not find any other job and 
got fed up of being unem- 
ployed." 

Hras Yousef, 22 and 
unemployed, says: “1 go to 
movie theatres every day. I 
have a lot of free time and I 
do not know how to fill it” 

Firas adds: “1 always 
watch pomo films, bat the 
feeling of suspense is 
inconq)lete because no 
sooner does the situation 
warm up than tbe scene is 
cut Some movie houses do 
show uncut erotic scenes 
and that pleases the audi- 
ence.” 

“After all,” says Funs, 
“we pay to watch pomo 
scenes, not a tante show.” 
Asked bow be knows 
whether tbe show will 
include uncut pomo scenes, 
Firas replies; “Sometimes 
the man at tbe ticket booth 


gives customers a signal.” 

“I can't afford marriage, 
so tbe least I can do is 
watch erotic scenes,” says 
Fadi Salim, 27. But the 
problem, he adds, is censor- 
ship. 

According to Mahmoud 
Awad, the tideet vendor, 
people aged between 18 and 
50 years come to watch 
these movies. With the 
mininifl] legal age for enter- 
ing these movie premises at 
18, Awad notes that nearly 
20 per cent of all cinema 
goers to his movie theatre 
are under-age. 

*‘We do try to bar them 
from entering and demand 
dtas they produce an ID to 
prove their age...but it’s not 
dways possible. These 
boys have their ways of get- 
ting through.” 

Awad continues: “Many 
of them are unemployed but 
some are eoq)loyee$ wbo 
come after office hours.” 

about the occasion- 
al patrolling plainclothed 
policeman? 

An employee at one of tbe 
movie houses told the Jcff- 
dan limes that proprietors 
and employees are familiar 
with the civil clothes 
policemen who visit cine- 
mas. 

*We don’t show tbe 


obscenity when we spot the 
police and we also refrain 
from showing these scenes 
until we have become 
familiar with the new 
feces,” he said. 

Meanwhile, a group of 
young children gather in 
front of a movie theatre 
where tbe glass window 
displays photogrsq)hs of the 
current s^w. 

Tlie photogr^)b5, which 
bear tbe official ^proval of 
tbe Ministry of Informa- 
tion, display the virtually 
naked bodies of couples. 

A responsible government 
source from the censorship 
board bad this comment to 
make: “Hie law which gov- 
erns our wex'k is obsolete 
and impotent since it dates 
back to 1952 and our cen- 
sorship is restricted by this 
law. In conducting our 
worit we follow certain cri- 
teria set by the law, but 
wbat takes place later at the 
cinema is not of concern to 
the board because control 
of movie houses falls under 
the juiisdictioD of the local 
governors." 

According to the same 
source: “Apart from the 
defects and fee loopholes in 
fee law, the pioprietois of 
movie houses themselves 
lack decency because the 


real problem lies in smug- 
gled pornography which is 
subsequently screened 
inside a movie theatre.” 
And what are the mea- 
sures taken against viola- 
tors of the law? 

“All the thud-rate movie 
houses violate fee law and 
there are no effective deter- 
ring penalties against them. 
Vi^ators of regulations are 
ordered to pay a fine rang- 
ing between JD 5 and JD 50 
and tbe board has no 
authority to order fee cine- 
ma clos^” fee source said. 

Because a large majority 
of those woddng in third- 
rate movie houses have 
served juison terms in tbe 
past, acctxding to tbe 
source, “the cinema busi- 
ness can be better con- 
trolled by disallowiDg tbe 
employment of former con- 
victs at movie houses.” 

‘But tbe drastic solution 
for tbe problem lies in the 
enactment of a new legisla- 
tion which has already been 
debated by fee legislation 
bureau and now awaits 
approval by pdriiament and 
fee coimcU of ministers,” 
the board source said. ■ 

Tbe board approves 
between 25fr‘and 300 films 
annually, according to tbe 
source. 



Window display showing erotica at a movie theatre in Zarqa (nioto by Samir JBUJ- 
jawi) 


Competition is high and 
vengeM. According to an 
owntf of a movie theatre; 
“Some of them (movie the- 
atres) exchange accusations 
and at each other and 
threaten to report each 
other’s vioJatioos to fee 
authorities.” 

Jordan has 39 movie the-, 
attes half of which are in' 


Amman. Only four are 
rated as first-rate movie 
theatres and tbe rest are 
third-rate dnemas, accord- 
ing to the board’s rating. 

No accurate figures of 
cinema-goers exist in Jor- 
dan but some estimates put 
the number at 1.5 million to 
three million annually, 
spending JD 3 to JD 4 mil- 


lion altogether on entry 
tickets. 


Samir Hijjawi was 
detained by police for five 
hours Monday for tding 
the photograph shown in 
this article. 


BAZAARS 

* Bazaar held by the Royal Society for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature at the Orthodox Club on Thursday 
and Friday from 10.00 a.m. to 10.00 pjn. 

* Charity bazaar held by the Anneruan Relief Soci- 
ety at Ashrafiyeh on Thursday and Friday (10.00 
a.m. to 10.00 pjxi. 

FILMS 

* 'Todos Los Hombres A La Carcel" at Institute 
Cervantes, on Thursday at S.OOp.in. 



• "Eugene Delacroix: The Restless Eyes" (with com- 
mentary by Dt Khalid Khreis) at Darat AJ Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh on Thursday at 5.30 p.m. 

• "The Quiet Man" at the American Centre on 
Thursday at 5.00p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

• Plastic art by Lucy Marto, Janine Saaf, and Tete 
Wegelius at the Royal Cultural Centre. 


* Abstract art by Iraqi artist Samira Abdul Wahab at 
Ab'ad Art Gallery, Mecca Street (Until Dec 2) 

* Plastic art by Abdul Raheem Wakid at Alia Art 
Gallery, Jabal Amman (Until Dec. 2). 

•Annual fall exhibition "Khawater" at the Jordan 
River Designs, (Tel. 613081/2) until Dec 1. 


♦ Photographs and painting by Ann O'Neill and 
Anne Sears at the British Council (until Dec. 3) 


’^orks by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at Orfali Art 
Gallery. 

•Works by Dodi Taba’a entitled "Variations 
Graphiques 93-95" at the French Cultural Centre. 

•Sculptures & paintings by Iraqi Artist Ismail Fattah, 
at Damt Al Funim, Jabal Weibdeh. 

•Metal works by Aiiunar Khammash at Uwan, off 
Wadi Saqra Street Also displaying all kinds of hand- 
icrafts. (Tbl. 699141). 
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Burma opposition pulls 
out of constitutional talks 


RANGOON (R) — Bur- 
mese opposiiioD leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi said 
Wednesday her National 
League for Democracy 
(NLD) party had pulled out 
of govemment-nin constitu- 
tional talks because dvey do 
not represent the will of the 
people. 

“Our intention is always 
to find the way that is the 
most beneficial to the peo- 
ple of the country.” Nobel 
Peace laureate Suu Kyi told 
a news conference at her 
home that served as her 
prison during six years of 
house arrest. 

“We find at this point that 
we cannot in all honour sup- 
port a National Convention 
which is not heading for 
what the people want, 
wtuch is not in any way 
desirous of bringing about 
national reconciliation, 
multi-party democracy or a 
constitution that will be 
acceptable to all the people 
of our country." 

The National Convention, 
comprising delegates most- 
ly hand-picked by the mili- 
tary government, is meeting 
to d^ sidelines for a new 
constimtioiL It has met spo- 
radically since January 
1993 and convenes at the 
whim of the ruling State 
Law and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORO. 

The NLD has participated' 
in previous sessions, but has 
repeatedly called for 
changes to the process. 

NLD Secret^' General 
Suu Kyi, who in July was 
released fiom house arrest, 
said last week the conven- 
tion was undemocratic and 
threatened to boycott. She 
also repeated an unan- 
swered call for dialogue 
between opposition, ethnic 
groups and the SLORC to 
restore democracy in 
Burma. 

.. Delegat^„^ni,lthc..N3LP 
attended -tb^-opening ses- 
sion Tuesday, but wimdrew 
from th?, t^Ucs when .they 
^ound tb^r ' demands for 
change Vo" the convention 
process had not been met. 

NLD and other "elected 
representatives” make up 


about 15 per cent of all del- 
egates to the convention. 

National Convention con- 
vening committee 

Chairman Lieutenant 

General Myo Nyunt said 
Wednesday the NLD's 
withdrawal will not affect 
the convention, which will 

continue. 

He lashed out at Ms. Suu 
Kyi saying it was only since 
she was released from 
house arrest that NLD's dis- 
sent had become public. 

can see that the atti- 
tudes opposing the National 
CoDventiOD ^peared soon 
after the restriction order to 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was 
lifred." be said. “By study- 
ing what she said about the 
Nationai Convention since 
her release it can cleariy and 
obviously be seen t^ it 
was intentionally prepared 
to spoil (it).” 

Ms. Suu Kyi said the gov- 
ernment reaction could be a 
threat to her party members. 
She said “special forces 
officers" were waiting out- 
side the bouses of at least 
three senior NLD members, 
including two. Tin Oo and 
Kyi Maung, who had been 
released from nearly six 
years of jail in March. 

“But the NLD was not 
founded because we wanted 
a nice and cozy niche for 
ourselves. We knew that 
there were dangers involved 
and we were prepared to 
take them.” 

When asked if she thought 
she might be rearrested for 
her outspoken statements, 
she said: “Anytiiing is pos- 
sible.” 

Ms. Suu Kyi said she 
hoped the NLD’s withdraw- 
al from the talk«t will show 
Burma and the world the 
SLORC's constitutional 
process is not democratic. 

'They can certainly no 
longer go on pretending that 
N^tiopal Conventipp is 
a substitute for dialogue and 
it is quite clear from what 
has h^pened now tiiat (|iere 
is no freedoin of discussion 
in the National (Conven- 
tion.” 

Ms. Suu Kyi also called 
for intematioiial recognition 


of the fact that the conven- 
tion process was not demo- 
cratic hoping it might pres- 
sure the SLORC into a dia- 
logue. 

When asked what she 
would suggest to foreign 
investors who have been 
flocking to Burma lately, 
Ms. Suu Kyi said: “I thii^ 
they jolly well should wait.” 

Meanwhile Thai police 
sources said a veteran 
Burmese dissident journal- 
ist was arrested early 
Wednesday as part of a 
crackdown to prevent 
protests in Bangkok against 
the constitutional meeting 
currently being held in 
Burma. 

U Ye Gyaung, 75. senior 
writer of the dissident 
underground weekly, the 
New Era journal, was 
picked up from his house in 
a predawn raid, police 
sources and dissidents told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Ye Gyaung’s 65-year- 
old wife was also (King 
detained with him at an 
undisclosed location, they 
added. 

On Tuesday. Thai police 
arrested nine Burmese dis- 
sidents who had planned to 
stage a protest in from of 
the Burmese embassy 
against what they called a 
sham National Convention 
in Rangoon. 

Burmese dissidents said 
Thai police were airesting 
Burmese opposition figures 
in Bangkok to prevent them 
frx)m protesting against die 
convention. 

The crackdown was also 
being launched ahead of a 
visit by Burmese military 
officials to Thailand next 
month to participate in. an 
Association of South Eeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
meeting and summiL 

“for the moment we arc 
living in^the state of fear 
Becausc."of.Tbe reports that 
Che Thai authonties are 
beginning their crackdown 
on the c/ppositidn ' move- 
ment in Thailand.” said a 
senior Burmese dissident, 
who declined to be identi- 
fied. 


Russia planning to bury czar, 
but has not invited relatives 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Descendants of the last 
Russian czar say they 
haven't been consulted 
^out plans to bury him and 
his slain family, nor in\ited 
to the funeral that could be 
held as early as February in 
the former imperial capital 
of St. Petersburg. 

A Russian government 
commission recommended 
in September that the 
remains of Czar Nicholas n 
be buried with other 
Romanov rulers on Feb. 25, 
a Russian Orthodox holiday 
called forgiveness Sunday 
on which Russians repeiit 
for their sins. 

The government and the 
Russian Orthodox Church 
will make the final decision. 

“So far. neither 1 nor my 
cousins have been invited.” 
ssud Prince Nicholas 
Romanov, the family's old- 
est living male. 

“It would be sad if they 
forgot that 27 Romanov 
men and women, young and 
old. are U\ing around the 
world.” he said Tuesday 
night at a reception. 

Nicholas IT abdicated in 
1917. and was executed by 
the Bolsheviks in 1918. 
along with his family. 

Bones believed to be 


those of Nicholas, his wife 
Alexandra, three of their 
five children and four ser- 
vants were found in 1991 in 
a pit in Yekaterinburg in the 
Ural Mountains. 

DNA tests confinned the 
identities in August, and the 
following month the 
Russian government com- 
mission recommended the 
burial. 

Remains of two of the 
czar’s childrai, his hemo- 
philiac heir Alexei and 
daughter Anastasia, were 
□ever found, leading to per- 
sistent but never proven 
speculation they survived 
and escaped. 

Prince Romanov said he 
wants the czar, the czarina, 
their children and servants 
buried together. 

“They have been lying 
together for 75 years. L^ve 
them as they are. That is the 
right thing to do.” he said. 
The czar's doctor and valet, 
slain with the family, were 
“the only men who never 
betrayed him. They should 
be honoured together with 
the czar." 

Prince Romanov said the 
funeral “will symbolise that 
a page of Russian history 
has finally been tum^, a 
page dripping with blood.” 


The Russian government 
wants to bury Nicholas in 
the Cathedral of Peter and 
Paul, where all Russian 
czars have been buried 
since Peter the Great. 

St. Petersburg Mayor 
Antuoly Sobchak has sug- 
gested the family's remains 
be interred in St. 
Catherine's chapel in the 
cathedral annex. 

Mr. Sobchak also pro- 
posed that the royal remains 
go by train from Yekaterin- 
bu^. with stops in major 
cities along the route for 
memorial services. 

*rhe burial would be a 
highly charged event in 
Russia, where both nation- 
alism and support for the 
successors to the Commu- 
nisc Party are surging. The 
Orthodox Church wants a 
reli^ous ceremony. 

Prince Romanov was 
speaking at a reception 
hosted by Random House 
publishers for the launch of 
historian Robert Massie's 
new book. The Romanovs. 
The Final Chapter, which 
details how the remains 
were found and the dispute 
between Russian and 
American experts over their 
testing and identification. 


Ramos thanks Suharto for 


brokering peace in Philippines 


MANILA. Philippines (AP) 
— President Fidel Ramos 
thanked Indonesian Presi- 
dent Suharto Wednesday for 
helping his government find 
a peaceful end to the 
Muslim insurgency in the 
southern Philippines. 

Mr. Ramos’ cited Mr. 
Suharto's role as a “prime 
peacemaker” after the 
Indonesian leader stud his 
country would support 
demands by Filipino 
Muslims for autonomy but 
would not back an indepen- 
dent Muslim state. 


The government and the 
Moro National Liberation 
Front the main rebel fac- 
tion fighting for Muslim 
self-rule, are holding their 
third round of formd talks 
in Jakarta. 

Mr. Ramos said he 
remains optimistic that the 
weeklong talks, which 
began Monday, will suc- 
ce^ despite reports they 
bad been marred by bomb 
explosions in two southern 
cities earlier this week. 1^. 
Ramos said the two bomb- 
ings were unrelated to the 


insurgency. 

“I am glad to hear that the 
negotiation is off to an aus- 
picious start,” he said. '1 
am confident that a forward 
momentum would be 
gained as the plenary ses- 
sions ensue within the 
week.” 

Nur Misuari, chairman of 
the rebel front, also has said 
the discussions have made 
some progress although 
major disagreements 
remain. 

















North Atlantic IVeaty Organisation (NATO) defence ministers are seated at Che conference table at NATO 
Headquarters in Brnssels.During the meeting NATO and Russia agreed on a framework for the operation of a 
peace force in Bosnia (Al^ photo) 

NATO ministers meet on enlargement, budget 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — 
NATO defence ministers 
met in Brussels Wednesday 
to review tite alliance's 
nuclear state of readiness, 
plans to expand inm Eastern 
Europe, and the miUtaiy 
details of the ^und-break- 
ing peace mission in 
Bosnia. 

France, which is not inte- 
grated into the alliance's 
military structure, was not 
present at the session which 
followed a landmark accord 
Tuesday with Moscow on 
Russian participation in the 
60.000-strong force. 

“After all the excirement 
of yesterday, we are back to 
the nuts and bolts of 
defence planning. This is a 
veiy routine meeting.” said 
one alliance source. 

llie meeting will hear a 
report on the dangers of 
proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction in the 
chaotic post-cold war wc^-Id 
— on issue which is causing 
increasing alarm among 
defence experts. 

NATO ounisters were also 
set to review progre&s oo 
allowing NATO'ff vast acray 
of military btu^ware to be 
used by member countries 
for non-alliance tasks or for 
missions in which not all 
alliance countries wish to 
take part. 

The Co mbine d Joint Task 
Forces (CJTF) debate was 


orginally launched to equip 
NATO countries for peace- 
keeping tasks or a possible 
intervention on Europe's 
frontiers in which the U.S. 
does not wish to part 

The debate has made little 
progress, with the U.S.. 
which provides the vast 
bulk of NATO assets, 
demanding a say over how 
it might is used. 

France wants the assets 
sub-contiacted out to anoth- 
er body such as the Western 
European Union (WEU), 
the EU's nascent defence 
wing, with no strings 
attached. 

NATO sources say they 
are close to a deal but the 
final outcome could depend 
on how well the planned 
peace implementation force 
in Bosnia goes. 

“Bosnia will test coopera- 
tion between different 
armies and the exchange of 
equipment and assets far 
better than anything envis- 
aged in all the reports and 
studies we have examined." 
one defence minister told 
Reuters. 

Meanwhile in Moscow. 
Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev said Wednesday 
Russian cooperation with 
NATO can counteract the 
North Atlantic alliance's 
enlargement plans. He was 
commenting on the deal to 
send peacekeeping troops to 


Bosnia. 

“Cooperation is not a 
green light for NATO 
enlargement, but an alterna- 
tive to eoIargemenL" Mr. 
Kozyrev told Moscow Echo 
Radio, a^r agreement was 
reached in Brussels on 
Russian participation in a 
Bosnia Peace Force. 

The terms on which 
Russia will send 1,500 
troops to Bosnia, including 
a consultative committee to 
keep Moscow fully 
informed, were thrashed out 
at talks between alliance 
defence ministers and their 
Russian counterpart Pavel 
Grachev Tuesday. 

“We need to say ‘yes* to 
partnership with NATO and 
‘DO* to hasty enlargement of 
NATO, but we must not 
adopt a policy of burying 
our heads in tiie sand, that 
is. pretending that NATO 
does not exist." Mr. 
Kozyrev told the radio. 

Mr. Kozyrev said that 
“through cooperation we 
will achieve a change in 
NATO’s role, the alliance’s 
functions, and will be able 
to defend our viewpoint 
including on the question of 
NATO expansion." 

President Boris Yeltsin 
has condemned NATO's 
plans to expand eastwards 
to embrace former 
Communist Bloc countries, 
warning that it could resur- 


rect the cold war split and 
trigger a new cooilict in 
Europe. 

Interfax News Agency 
quoted Mr. Kozyrev as say- 
ing it was unrealistic for 
Moscow to set up a new 
military bloc with other 
countries as a counterbal- 
ance to NA'TO enlargemeoL 

“Looking at the map. I do 
not see who we could form 
an anti-NATO alliance 
with," Mr. Kozyrev told a 
meeting of the Foreign 
Ministry's External Policy 
Council. 

Referring to the Bosnia 
peacekeeping force. Mr. 
Kozyrev said Russia “needs 
to choose a form of cooper- 
ation in the operation which 
gives US an appropriate and 
equal place among the par- 
ticipants. so that our voice is 
heard in determining the 
framework, tasks and rules 
of the operation." 

The deal to bring Russia 
into the operation came as 
NATO's military wing 
cleared the way for an 
“enabling force” of between 
2.000 and 3.000 troops to 
arrive in Bosnia early next 
week. 

The force will be charged 
with setting up the infra- 
smjcture needed to enable 
the main force of 60.0(X) 
troops to frinctioD. 


Clinton backs Anglo-Irish move, critics sceptical 


LONDON (R) — An 
Anglo-Irish ioidative to 
unblock Northern Ireteod's 
peace process won praise 
from U.S. President Bill 
Clinton, but local Protesmm 
politicians essential to its 
success dismissed it on 
Wednesday as a fud^. 

British Prime Minister 
John Major and his Irish 
counteiparc John Bruton 
announced a breakthrough 
Tuesday, after months of 
deadlock over guerrilla dis- 
armament and just hours 
before Mr. Gintoo arrived 
in London early Wediws- 
day. 

The two leaders cold a 
late-night news conference 
in London after an unsched- 
uled summit they had fixed 
ne.xi February as dre target 
date for prelimiaary all- 
party talks on the friture of 
the British-ruled province. 

These talks would include 
Sinn Fein, political wing of 
the banned IRA guerrilla 
group which fought f<n 25 
years to oust Britain from 
Northern Ireland before a 
ceasefire 15 months ago. 

In the second strand of a 
twin-track process, the two 
also agTKd to establish an 


independent international 
commission to advise how 
arms held by the Irish 
Republican Army and rival 
groups could be “decom- 
missioned". or taken out of 
service. 

Mr. Clinton hailed the 
new move. ‘The United 
States is proud to support 
the peacemakers." he said in 
Washington before he set 
off for a three-day visit to 
London. Belfast and 
Dublin. 

He will be the first U.S. 
president to visit Northern 
Ireland. Since ceasefires by 
the rival guerrilla groups, 
some British troops have 
been withdrawn to the 
mainland and the province 
has been spared bombings 
and sectarian killings. 

Sinn Fein, which has been 
demanding talks now with 
the province's other parties, 
cautiously welcomed Tues- 
day's accord and said it 
would wait to read the small 
print 

But the Ulster Unionists, 
the biggest party in a 
province whose Pfotestant 
majority wants to stay firm- 
ly linked to London, called 
it a pretence and a delaying 


tactic. 

‘The only thing you 
could call this is a fodge." 
the party's leader, David 
Trimble, told Britain's BBC 
Radio. “There must be 
decommissioning and there 
will be no talks" with Sinn 
Fein until that happens.” 

“Sinn Fein/IRA retain 
their weapons in order to 
threaten people. We must 
not give in to threats.” he 
told BBC Television. “I am 
not going to talk to Sinn 
Fein.” 

Sir Patrick Mayhew. 
Britain's Northern Ireland 
secretary, denied accusa- 
tions that the two govern- 
ments had only agreed on 
what they had never dis- 
agreed on, and that the 
agreement was a cosmetic 
step to smooth Mr. Clinton's 
visit. 

“There's been absolutely 
no pressure brought about 
by the Americans or Mr. 
CUnton's visit or anything 
else.” he said. 

Mr. Clinton, whose coun- 
try is home to around 40 
million people of Irish 
extraction, bad said earlier 
this year he hoped all-party 
peace talks would be under 


way before his visit. 

For months London and 
Dublin were, stuck over 
Britain's demand that, 
before Sinn Fein can join 
the talks, the IRA must 
scrap at least some of its 
weapons to show good 
faith. 

Tuesday's accord did not 
solve that issue. “The 
British government's posi- 
tion has not changed." Mr. 
Major said. 

Sir Patrick said Dublin 
and London still disagreed 
over the crucial point but 
hoped that “instead of sit- 
ting and watching a road- 
block". they could make 
progress with the initiative. 

He said he hoped the calks 
would, by the end of 
February, have cleared the 
agenda and form for the all- 
party negotiations where a 
constitutional future for the 
province would be agreed, 
and stressed the Unionists 
would have to be enticed on 
board. 

“If the Unionist chair is 
empty the process will be 
destroyed." Sir Patrick told 
BBC Radio. 


Gorbachev close to decision on political comeback 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Fomwr 
Soviet leader Miki^I 
Gorbachev has told 
Australian television he is 
being pushed by the 
Russian people towards a 
political comeb^k. 

In an interview screened 
by tbe Auscralian Broad- 
casting Corporation i.ABC) 
here late Tuesday, Mr. 
Gorbachev. 64. made clear 
he retains strong political 
ambition and will decide 
soon whether to enter the 
presidential race against ail- 
ing Russian I^idenl Boris 
Yeltsin in next year's elec- 
tion. 

He also made clear his 
contempt for Mr. Yeltsin, 
branding his efforts to 


reform tbe ailing Russian 
economy as “cowboyski” 
and “primitive'' and alleg- 
ing his role in defeating the 
August 1991 coup by hard- 
line Communists “wasn't so 
courageous" as it appeared. 

“His group could hardly 
keep hbn from running 
away.” Mr. Gorbachev told 
ABC Lateline presenter 
Kerry O'Brien. 

The interview, recorded in 
Tokyo. followed Mr. 
Gorbachev's comments to 
reporters in Sweden Mon- 
day saying he had not ruled 
out the possibility of run- 
ning for president next year. 

But the man who led the 
Soviet Union through “glas- 
nost" and “perestroika" — 


openness and reconstruction 
— to its unravelling and his 
retirement at Christmas 
1991 said that in his recent 
travels through Russia the 
people were “actually ask- 
ing me why I've been in the 
shadow.s for such a long 
time." 

Speaking in Russian, he 
said the people also wanted 
to know how he could 
“stand by and watch the 
continued reforms which 
have brought Russia to its 
current situation." 

“So 1 have to undertake 
some long, long and hard 
discussions.” he said, 
answering a question on 
whether he would re-enter 


politics. 

".And I have ro tell you 
I’m not disappointed at all 
with the reception I’ve got 
in the regions, which is 
pushing me closer and clos- 
er to making a positive deci- 
sion regarding my involve- 
ment 

“My trips show me people 
have sorted everything out 
and I can see that lots of 
people want me to visit 
them." 

he said he would prefer to 
lead a p;^ with a “cen- 
trist" orientation but It 
would unavoidably include 
former Communists who 
hod taken to democracy and 
who had “maintained their 
addiction to social stabili- 
ty.’’ 


Madonna 'was 
raped’ when she 
was younger 

LONDON (AFP) — Ame- 
rican pop singer Madonna 
said in an interview that 
she was raped when she 
lived in New York before 
becoming a superstar. “I 
have been raped and it 
not an experience I would 
ever glamorise.” she told 
die New Musical Express, 
a British weekly pop news- 
paper. “It happened a long 
time ago. so over tbe years 
I’ve come to terms with it.” 
She said the incident hap- 
pened when she lived in 
New York and “was very 
young.” but she did not 
elaborate. “That experience 
completely turned me 
round in terms of becoming 
much more street smart and 
much more savvy,” sfa® 
said. “Although it was dev- 
astating at the time, I know 
d\at it made me a much 
stronger person in retro- 
spect. “It forced me to be a 
survivor.” She added that 
she was not looking for 
pity in discussing the 
which she reveled when 
questioned about pictures 
in her book entitled Sex, 
which features one photo- 
graph of people simulating 
a rape. my photogrq^ 
it's obviously completely 
consensual." she said. 
“Everybody wants to do 
it." 

Teacher wins legal 
battle over 
classroom strip 

KARLSTAD. Sweden 
(AFP) — A Swedish adult 
education teacher who was 
forced to resign after strip- 
ping naked in class has 
been awarded $23,000 iu 
damages b>' a district court 
Karlstad judicial officials 
said. Ireen Wachenfeldt a 
45-year old women's 
issues teacher, took oS hsr 
clothes in front of her dass 
of unemployed wbmeo'bne 
year ago in what she said ,■ 
was a bid “to boost their 
self-confidence.” She said 
she wanted to show them 
that each person is valu- 
able. whether they are 20 
or 60 years old. Tbe school 
headmaster did not ap- 
prove and forced her to 
resign. Ms. Wachenfeldt 
later withdrew her lesigsa- 
tioD and sued die school. 

Dead cow artist 
clinches British art 
prize 

LONDON (R) — The split 
carcasses of a dead cow 
and its calf floating in 
green formaldehyde 
clinched Britain's most 
controversial art award, the 
Turner Prize, for its creatw 
Damien Hirst Hirst had 
been favourite to win tbe 
£20.000 ($30,970) prize 
against three contenders, 
who iiKluded Beinit-bom 
Mona Hatoum with a 12- 
minute video of her inner ^ 
recesses. The chairman of ' 
the Turner Prize jury. 
Nicholas Serota, said 
bad "created an extraordi- 
nary series of objects diat 
have caught the public 
imagination". 

U.S. aircraft fecto- 
ry worker lands 
$69m 

ST. LOUIS (R) — A6V 
year-old woman who ^ 
woriced in a factory for*9 
years won $68.5 milli on iB 
last weekend’s 
Powerball Lottery, lottoy 
officials said. Jerry Sut 
Huellweig of St Chari es. 
Missouri, was the single 
winner of tbe jockixrt, 
described by Missouri lot- 
tery officials as die largest 
prize of its typie evff 
awarded in the state. Mt 
Huellweig is a tool crib 
attendant at McDonnell 
Douglas Corp. Lottery offi- 
cials said she planned, to 
quit work immediately, 
instead of re tiring nejd 
summer as planned. She 
plans to spend some of the 
money on a new bouse and 
car and share the rest widi 
her family, including two 
daughters. 




Jordan Times, Thursday & Friday, November 30 - December 1, 1995 


World News 

v";: Korean students riot 

I* 

over massacre probe 


CWANGJU. South Korea 
■R) — South Korean stu- 
' leots wielding wooden 
;taves clashed Wednesday 
' • vitfariot police in Kwangju 
.luring a protest to demand 
:.}unishment for those 
• esponsiblefora 1980army 
oassacre in the city. 

. Many of the students 
. tccus^ President Kim 
foung-Sam of hypocrisy in 
lis effons to bring to justice 
' ac>Presidents Chun Dro 
•Iwan and Roh Tae-Woo for 
/ teir role in the slaughter of 
IS oCScially estimated 200 
>r so pro-democracy pro- 
esters. 

They demanded an inde- 
pendent inquiry into the 
lagedy and cs^ed on Mr. 
<im to resign. 

"There is no change in the 
lature of Kim. who took 
power after joining hands 
Mtb the slaughterers/’ one 
mident leader said, refer- 
ang to Mr. Roh and 
2bun. 

Mr. Kim, once a fiery 
apposition leader, joined 
forces with Mr. Rob’s rul- 
. ing camp to win the 1992 
presidential election. He 
.. bas ordered his Democratic 
■ Liberal Party to draft a spe- 
rial law to punish his two 
predecessors. 

About 800 students 

fought pitched battles with 
riot police on one of 
Kwangju's main roads, 
paralysing trafBc and creai- 
Ifl© chaos in a busy finan- 
ticiS district as they were 
:^s«; beaten back with volleys of 

■ -si*':' In Seoul, several dozen 
students were dragged 

away by police after a simi- 
lar protest outside the 
homes of Mr. Roh and Mr. 
Chun near a university 
campus. 

In a surprise move, oppo- 
sitioD legislators dropped 
an attempt to have a court 
declare a coup that led to 
the massacre unconstim- 
tional, a court spokesman 
said. 

The- appeal- to the 
Constitutional Court, if suc- 
cessful, would have opened 
the way for the prosecution 
of Mr. Roh and Mr. Chun. 

Lawmakers and three 
civic groups withdrew the 
appeal. According to the 
spokesman, they said it 
would only confuse the sit- 
uation after Mr. Kim's 


instructions to his part to 
draft a special law. 

They appear to be satis- 
fied that Mr. Kim's move 
will result in punishment 
for the two ex-presidents. 

The move probably 
means the court will not 
pass judgment on the 
^peal against a July deci- 
sion by prosecutors not to 
charge Mr. Roh and Mr. 
Chun on the grounds that 
their military grab for 
power was legally valid. 

The court had been 
expected to announce a 
decision on the appeal on 
Thursday morning. Media 
reports said it had decided 
to strike down the prosecu- 
tion ruling. 

State radio reported that 
Mr. Chun was getting ready 
to fight any legal action 
against him. 

In Kwangju, Mr. Kim's 
decision to reopen the most 
painful chapter in South 
Korea's history since the 
1950-53 Korean War has 
revived bitter memories. 
Local residents say many 
thousands were kill^ in the 
army assault on their city. 

'T believe it w'as not an 
accidental incident," 
Kwangju Mayor Song Eon- 
Jong said in an interview 
wi± Reuters. 

Although it was important 
to look into the actual army 
savagery, it was more cru- 
cial to establish the motive 
of those responsible, he 
said, 

‘Why such an incident 
had to take place, who 
staged it and with what 
intention — this must be 
clarified. This must be the 
key issue," he said, 

"It's a nightmare," said 
Park Yoon-Sun. who heads 
the Association of the 
Injured in Kwangju. "All 
the truth should be uncov- 
ered once and for all." 

Kwangju in economically 
backward south ChoUa 
province, a traditional 
hotbed of rebellion, rose in 
revolt against martial law 
iz^sed on May 17, 1980. 

j^te paratroopers were 
sent to put down the 
protests. Demonstrators, 
many of them students, 
were stripped and clubbed, 
dragged behind trucks from 
ropes, bayoneted and sboL 
Their bo^es were piled in 
brucks and carted away. 
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Senate Whitewater panel 
opens new hearings 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
U.S. Senate panel resumed 
hearings Tuesday into the 
Whitewater affair, focusing 
on what the White House 
might have been told of 
government investigations 
into two Arkansas compa- 
nies. 

The Senate Whitewater 
Comminee is trying to find 
out if the ^^^Ie House tried 
to influence investigations 
into the Madison Guaranty 
Saving and Loan Institution 
and Capital Management 
Services Inc. 

Madison was headed by 
Janies McDougal. who with 
his wife Susan was a part- 
ner of BUI and HiUaiy 
Rodham Clinton in the 
faUed Whitewater land 
development in Arkansas. 

Capital Management, an 
investment firm that got 
federal aid to make loans to 
the sodaUy and economi- 
cally disadvantaged, was 
headed by David Hale. Mr. 
Hale bas charged that Mr. 
Clinton pressured him to 
make illegal loans, includ- 
ing $200,000 to Master 
Marketing, headed by 
Susan McDougal. Mr. 
Clinton has denied Mr. 
Hale's charges. 

Mr. Clinton, when he was 
Arkansas governor. 


appointed Mr. Hale a 
municipal judge in Little 
Rock. Mr. Hde also had 
ties with Mr. Clinton's suc- 
cessor. Gov. Jim Guy 
Tucker. 

Wayne Foren, a former 
high aide at ±e Small 
Business Administration 
(SB A), told the committee 
Mr. Hale in a 1993 conver- 
sation had sought SBA aid 
based on "non-cash assets" 
he held. 

Asked why people would 
hand over tens of millions 
of dollars to him. Mr. Hale 
replied it was because he 
could "do things for them in 
Arkansas." Mr. Foren said. 
He quoted Mr. Hale as say- 
ing he had influence with 
Mr. Tucker and Mr. 
Clinton. 

SBA Deputy Associate 
Administrator Charles 
Shepperson said that at a 
meeting in February 1993. 
Mr. Hale had mentioned 
Mr. Clinton, "appearing <o 
be blustering ... name drop- 
ping." 

Mr. Foren said he had 
briefed Erskine Bowles, 
now Mr. Clinton's deputy 
cUef of staff, alx>ut tbe 
Hale case so as to alert Mr. 
Bowles prior to a Senate 
hearing on his nomination 
to be SBA administrator. 


Hong Kong, China Mandarins seek to break the ice 


HONG KONG (Rl — A 
handful of top Hong Kong 
civU servants are preparing 
for a meeting Thursday 
; which could help make or 
.break a smooth transition to 
'Chinese rule. 

"It’s an ice-breaker." said 
Kerry McGlynn, 

spokesman of tbe British 
Colonial Administration, 
which will return sovereign- 
ty over the territory lo 
. Beijing in mid-1997. 

The Hong Kong 
Mandarins will meet their 
China counterparts for a 
purely social get-together in 
Ehe hope the two sides will 
grasp an olive branch of 
goodwiU and bury years of 
mistrust. 

There will be no cameras 
and protocol will be kept to 
a minimum during 
Thursday’s three-aod-a-half 
hour meeting at the royal 
Hong Kong jockey club. 
:ulroinating in a luncheon. 

Morale and confidence in 
Hong Kong's civil service 
has taken a severe battering 
'as Sino-British relations 


deteriorated. 

Despite assurances from 
Beijing, civil sen'ants say 
uncertainty about life after 
1997 has prompted an exo- 
dus of staff at ^ levels and 
left others demoralised. 

They want assurances 
from China they will not be 
victimised, guarantees of 
independence, and pledges 
that the post- 1997 civil ser- 
Nnce will remain free of 
cronyism and corruption. 

Chief secret^ Anson 
Chan, the top civil servant 
and deputy governor, 
summed up the views of the 
service at a Foreign 
Correspondents' Club lunch 
recently. 

Mr. Chan said bluntly that 
Hong Kong’s 180,000 func- 
tionaries in reality served 
neither London nor Beijing. 

They served Hong Itoog 
and Hong Kong alone, she 
said, and would continue 
doing so under a "one coun- 
try', two systems” form of 
government which China 
has pledged for Hong Kong 
after 1997. 


With little more than IS 
months to go before the 
British colony reverts to 
China, the task of bolstering 
sagging morale is becoming 
vital, government officials 
said. 

The civil service plays a 
central role in Hong Kong, 
and a crisis of confidence in 
its ranks could have danger- 
ous consequences for the 
entire tecritory. 

Keen to stress that Britain 
alone governs Hong Kong 
until the stroke of midnight 
on June 30, 1997, the 
British were determined to 
keep the civil service meet- 
ings as neutral as possible 
and to hold them in Hong 
Kong, not Beijing, govern- 
ment officials said. 

Civil servants, too, said 
they wanted to ensure there 
was no chance the meetings 
could be construed as sub- 
mitting to what one called 
"job interviews” for posts 
beyond 1997. 

China has demanded a say 
in senior appointments, a 
request which Britain 


always rejects. 

Mr. Patten has refused 
point blank to allow 
Chinese officials to see civil 
service persoruel files or to 
(tisclose whether civil ser- 
vants had obtained a foreign 
passport. 

The job of "breaking the 
ice” first has fallen to 
Do mini c Wong and Joseph 
Wong, secretaries for edu- 
cation and housing. Hong 
Kong hopes the get-together 
will be the first of a series. 

The Wongs will be 
accompanied by department 
heads and the outgoing sec- 
retary for the civil service. 
Michael Sze. who says no 
guidelines have been set 
and no topics are out of 
bounds. 

"They are senior Hong 
Kong officials," Mi. 
McGlynn said of the Hong 
Kong participants. ‘They 
do not need hand-holding." 

Mr. Sze. 50. anracred 
fierce Chinese criticism in 
his role as point man for Mr. 
Patten's electoral reforms. 


Sri Lankan troops take 
Jaffna Administration Centre 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
Lonkofl troops pushing deep 
into the heoft of the north- 
ern Tamil Tiger guerrilla 
stronghold of Jaffna cap- 
tured the town's main 
administr^ve building 
Wednesday, military sour- 
ces said. 

Troops were consolidat- 
ing their positions near the 
town centre, where the 
administration building, 
known as the "Kachcheri." 
is locked, and clearing 
mines and boobytraps, they 
said. 

Rebels trapped inside the 
town by the army's six- 
week long offensive were 
still offering ^ff resistance, 
they added. 

Also Wednesday, the Sri 
Lankan Navy attacked a 
Tamil rebel Sea Tiger con- 
voy Wedi^day, killing four 
rebel suicide squad mem- 
bers and destroying a boat 
a milit^ statement said. 

It said navy patrol craft 
also captured 15 rebel 
boats, including one loaded 
with a car. in the attack off 
the northern Pooneryn mili- 
tary base, south of the 
rebels' Ja^a stronghold. 

Ten Libei^o n Ti gers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) rebels 
were reported captured. 

The sri lankan array 


pushed deeper into the heart 
of the Tamil Tiger guerril- 
las' nortbem Jaffna strong- 
hold Wednesday as police 
released pictures of rebel 
chiefs wanted for assassi- 
nating Indian and local 
leaders. 

Army commandos and 
airborne troops, well inside 
Jaffna. resumed their 
advance at dawn, carefully 
picking their way tiuough a 
maze of booby traps and 
mines laid by trapped 
rebels. a military 
spokesman said. 

‘Troops, backed by 
armour and artillery, were 
progressing cautiously due 
to the heavily built-up 
nature of the terrain, enemy 
mines, booby traps and 
resistance." he said. 

Three soldiers were killed 
and 26 wounded in 
Tuesd ay's fighting with the 
LTTE rebels, who are mak- 
ing a final stand in Jaffna 
City, he added. 

The troops reached a rail 
track running tivough 
Jaffna Tuesday as the rebels 
withdrew their wounded by 
boat across the shallow 
Jaffna Lagoon, their only 
escape route after the army 
sealed all land access to the 
town, military sources said. 

In Colombo, pictures of 


Tiger chief Velupillai 
Prabbakaran and m'ne other 
rebel commanders appeared 
in local newspapers above 
police notices offering a 
reward for information 
leading to their capture. 

The police have put up 
half-a-million U.S. dollars 
for Information on Mr. 
Prabhakaran, whose extra- 
dition is sought by India to 
faces charges over the 
assassination of its former 
prime minister, Rajiv 
Gandhi. Gandhi was blown 
u p by a suspMted woman 
LTTE rebel suicide bomber 

in May 1991. 

Gandhi sent Indian troops 
to Sri Lanka in 1987 under a 
peace accord between the 
two neighbours. But the 
accord fell apart and the 
Indian troops ended up 
fighting the Thmil rebels 
before being withdrawn in 
1990. 

Earlier this month the Sri 
Lanka police cited treason, 
murder and complicity in 
the assassination of Gandhi 
as three of the charges 
against Mr. Prabhakaran. 

The rebel commanders are 
also wanted for the 1993 
assassination of Sri l.anlc9n 
President Ranasinghe 
Premadasa and several 
political and military lead- 


ers as well as for the mas- 
sacre of several hundred 
Sinhalese and Muslims. 

Mr. Prabhakaran admitted 
Monday that the army 
might take Jaftha, but said 
the door to peace would be 
closed as long as troops 
occupied the town. 

“They may hoist the flag 
(In Jaffna') but...as long os 
the armed forces occupy 
Jaffna, the door to peace 
talks will always remain 
tightly shut." he said in a 
rebel radio broadcast heard 
in nonhen areas. 

Mr. F^bhakaran’s speech 
dashed hopes of an early 
and peaceftil solution to the 
Tigers’ bloody war for an 
independent homeland for 
minority Tamils in the 
island’s north and east. 
More than S0,CHX) people 
have died since the war 
began in 1983. 

The military' puts its own 
death toll at about 3(X) since 
the Oct. 17 launch of the 
offensive to captu re Jaffna 
and says the LTTE have lost 
over 1 ,600 fighters. 

The miliiary is adamant it 
will not let Jaffiia slip back 
into rebel hands. 

‘‘Holding Jafiftia will not 
be easy, but we're confident 
our troops are up to it." the 
military spokesman said. 


U.S. promises fast reply on Haiti documents 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
State Department Tuesday 
promised a rapid reply to a 
request from Haiti for return 
of documents seized by 
U.S. troops who went there 
last year and officials indi- 
cated they would like to 
hand them back. 

Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums confirmed 
reports that the Defence 
Department was holding 
docun^^ photos and 
tapes taken from supporters 
of Haiti’s ousted military 
junta, and that the Haitian 
government had officially 
asked for their return. 

"We have a good relation- 
ship with the Haitian gov- 
ernment. The fact that the 
Haitian government has 
made a formal request is 
important to us," Mr. Burns 
told a news briefing. 

"We owe them the 
response, tbe ball is in our 
court. And we plan to get 
back to tbe Haitian govern- 
ment as quickly as possible 
so that we can end tiiis mis- 
understanding." 

Mr. Bums' words suggest- 
ed tire State Department 
was keen to respond 
favour^ly to the Haitian 


request 

But in Port-Au-Prince, a 
senior U.S. diplomat said 
the documents were techni- 
cally not the property of the 
Haitian government and 
could compromise 

American security interests 
if released. In Washington, 
Pentagon officials said they 
had reservations about turn- 
ing over all the documents 
for fear they could be mis- 
used. 

The documents were 
seized when members of tbe 
U.S. army’s 10th Mountain 
Division raided the. Port- 
Au-Prince headquarters of 
the Front for the 
Advancement and Progress 
of Haiti (FRAPH), the main 
paramilitary group backing 
the former junta. 

The U.S. troops led a 
multinational force which 
took control in Haiti in 
September. 1994 after tbe 
resignation of the military 
leaders who ousted 
I^sident Jean-Berirand 
Aristide in 1991. 

Mr. Bums said Mr. 
Aristide's government, now 
restored to office, bad asked 
on OcL 31 for the return of 
the materials. 


The New York Times, 
which broke the story 
Tuesday, said more than 
1S0,(X)0 pages of docu- 
ments had been taken both 
from FRAPH and the 
Haitian Armed Forces 
Headquarters. 

It quoted Haitian officials 
as saying the retuni of the 
documents was indispens- 
able to their efforts to 
restore political stability to 
their country by disarming 
and prosecuting human 
rights violators linked to the 
old'regimeJ ' ' 

Bii^' smd. the docu- 
mencs were being b^d by 
Pentagon's Defence 
Intelligence Agency and he 
could give no details of 
them. But be defended the 
U.S. anny's action in taking 
them from an '‘illegitimate 
oiganisatioD that no longer 
exists”. 

Washington, concerned 
with ensuring that Mr. 
Aristide honours a pledge to 
hold presidential elections 
next month and to hand 
over to a successor in 
February, is anxious to 
avoid unnecessary frictions 
with Pott-Au-Prince. 

Several officials who 


asked not to be identified 
said the reason Washington 
bad sat on the documents 
for so long was simply tiiat. 
beset by other problems 
such as Bosnia, it had not 
gotten around to studying 
them all in detail. 

One State Department 
official said Hmti's request 
to get the documents back 
was "absolutely legitimate". 
But he said: "We have to get 
together with the Pentagon 
and just ascertain what’s in 
these documents and whot 
is the appropriate 'way t6 
resolve titisprohlem.’’ / 

A Pentagon official said 
the Defence Department 
“has some real concerns" 
that the documents — said 
to contain lists of FRAPH 
members, many of whom 
joined for non-political rea- 
sons — could be used to 
form "vigilante hit lists". 

"(Tbe department) has 
some concerns and reserva- 
tions about just dumping all 
this information back into 
Haiti. We are voicing our 
concerns and the final deci- 
sion has not been reached 
yet.” be said. 


Quebec separatists reject Chretien bill 


MONTREAL (AFP) — 
(^ebec separatisis have 
rejected constitutional pro- 
posals from Canadian Pi^e 
Miiuster Jean Chretien, say- 
ing tiwy were "li^l-years” 
away tbe aspirations 

of the mainly French-speak- 
ing fMovince. 

separatists, who nar- 
rowly lost an independence 
referendum last month, 
claimed Tiresday ibe pro- 
posals represent^ a retreat 
from previous concessions 
offered in 1990 and 1992 
which they already shot 
down as inadequate. 

"We will cermi/iiy oppose 
this measure which would 
be a retreat from proposals 
that have already been 


rejected by referendum in 
Quebec." said separatist 
lea^r Lucien Bouchard, 
who is poised to become the 
province's new premier. 

“In Quebec, we are 
already light-years away 
from all that." said Mr. 
Bouchard, who beads the 
Bloc Quebecois separatist 
party in tbe Canadian par- 
liament 

"There are people in 
Ottawa who have yet to 
understand that Queb^kers 
do not want to waste time 
with these confused 
notions," be added. 

Mr. Chretien, hoping to 
bead off another indepen- 
dence bid by Quebec sepa- 
ratists after the OcL 30 ref- 


erendum. presented 

Monday a bill recognising 
Quebec as a “distinct soci- 
ety within Canada." 

A second bill, to be 
offered in die federal parlia- 
ment Wednesday, would 
give Quebec. Ontario and 
the Atlantic and western 
provinces each a veto over 
any future constitutional 
amendmeoL 

The westeiD provinces of 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 
Alberta and British 
Columbia, and the Atlantic 
provinces of New 
Brunswick. Nova Scotia, 
Newfoundland and Prince 
Edward Island, would be 
lumped into two regions, 
each with a veto. 


Another bill, to be filed 
this week, would hand over 
all federal jurisdiction for 
manpower, education and 
training to the countiy's 
provincial governments. 

The measures also fired 
up little enthusiasm from 
leaders in other regions 
around the nation. 

‘Tt sounds to me what 
we're doing is fighting the 
next provincial election in 
Queb^ and periiaps hoping 
to avoid anotiier referendum 
... as opposed to really try- 
ing to find constitutional 
change," said Ontario 
Premier Mike Harris. 
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Two regions, same goals 

SPANISH PRIME Minister Felipe Gonzales may 
have best sammed ap the results of the 
Eoropean-Meditercanean meeting that ended 
Tuesday in Barcelona when be described the 
conference as the lannching-pad of an ambitious 
process which will rely on fo&m-np mechanisms 
nnfi incentives to institatMNialise diak^ne and 
move forward. 

**May Barcetona be remembered as an 
appointment with unity and progress,” Mr. 
Gtmzales si^ reflecting the optimistic side which 
the declaration of the 27-nation conference ended 
up adopting. 

That declaration was not only adopted “com- 
prehensively md onrcservcdly” by the IS Eibo- 
pean Union nations and the 12 Mediterranean 
states that partidpated m the conference, but 
also biclod^ a wide range of principles and 
gutdeiines which if and when hnpleniented would 
indeed forge a new partnership between the two 
group of countries for gmierations to come. And 
while the declaration pledges cooperation on 
joint security, fi ghting crime in all Its forms, 
induding dmg trafficldi^, and tossing mora- 
tory pressures on the EU countries, it abo urges 
resp^ for human rights and calls for the 
pnnoKrtMNi of the rule of law, democracy and 
cnltnral and relOioas div e rsity in a bid to apply 
compkmentary ^orts for the purpose of attain- 
ing the overall objectives of the conference. 

Admittedly, tiiongh, the main incentive for ril 
these mnlti-dimensaonal endeavours was the EU 
pledge, of $6 bQUon in aid for the 12 partidpating 
Metmernmean countries for the years 1995-1999 
together witii a similar amount in soft loans. 
Froni a Jordanian point of view, the Baredona 
amference and its outcome is, to quote the words 
of Crown IVince Hassan, **au extension of the 
coOective effort of tiie 53 nationalities wlddi 
contribated to the success of the Amman econo- 
mic sunumt” 

lliere is do denying that economic dcvelop- 
ment and security are inter-related in every 
reghm of the world indudhig the MiddleJEast 
aito North Africa. As British Foreign Minister 
Makxdm Rifkind has rightly observed, “prosper- 
ity and stability go hand In hand.” 

We in the Middle East have yet to fed the 
dividends of peace tiiat our peoples have been 
expecting. As long as the promise of material 
support remains mere ihdoric, the causes of 
insttdniity would remain with aQ. the countries in 
and aroimd the Mdiitmanean basin. Even 
fiiiMi«im>ntfllijan and extremism in all tiidr forms 
would continue to haunt the whole r^jon as long 
as poverty, unemployment and sochil iqjnstice 
continne to afflict its peoples. 

Much win now depend on follow op to the 
Barcelona meeting in terms of translating the 
components of the declaration into deeds and 
actions. Meanwhile we can only hope that the 
goals and aspirations of the Barcelona conference 
would see the light of day soon enough to reverse 
the tide of instability, insecority and extremism 
in onr part of the world and throngbont 


ARABIC PRESS COWIMEWTARIES 

A WRITER in A1 Hai mged tbe Arab states, which joined 
the coalition against Iraq, to terniuiate their sanctions on 
the Iraqi people and save innocent lives. Saltan A1 Hatt^ 
also (^ed on the oil-ridi Arab states, which have been 
financing U.N. envoy l^if Ekeus's mission, to refrain from 
further payments so that the mission can end, and tbe U.N. 
sanctions end with it. Expressing deep concern over the 
fate of the 20 million Iraqis who fece starvation and untold 
siitfeiiiig because of the embargo, tbe writer said the Ar^b 
countries should come to their kinsmen’s aid and end tlK-ir 
p ligh t before any one else in tbe world community can do 
that. The writer blamed tbe United States for leiuJiog Ae 
fs pip ai gn against Iraq, as well as Arab and foreign 
countries that were involved in the ooaUtion agau^ haq. 
He also blamed tbe Iraqi regime for fafli^ to commit itself 
to meeting certain conditions. He said that the Arab 
countries and tbe world community at large shoitid work 
seriously towards ending this shameful situation and 
undertake whatever steps demed necessary to rescue tbe 
Ir^ people. 

SALEH QALLAB, a writer in A1 Dnstoor, urged Palesti- 
nians living in Jordan and hold valid pemuts allowing them 
to return to Palestine, to go there and vote in tbe coming 
elections. At least 50,000 Palestinians living in the Kng- 
dom, temporarily or permanently, are eligible to register 
for the gene^ elections and are duty bound to participate 
in tbe national elections eariy next year and badt the 
Palestine National Authority’s efforts to lay the founda- 
tions for a fnture Palestine state, said the writer. For many 
years, the Pale^ians have been hoping to acquire 
nationality and statehood, and for many years ^usan& of 
Palestinians fell as nuutyis in defence of Palestinian soU, he 
added. The time has come now for the Palestinians people 
to prove their patriotism, especially as the strug^e for 
Palestine is not only geographic but also demographic, by 
not returning to their homeland, tiie Palestinian will be 
^ng tbe chance to more immigrant Jews to take their 
concluded tbe writer. 


The View from Academia 


By Ih*. Ahmad Y. M^doabrii 


The heresy of overpoliticisation 
and of underpoliticisation 


THERE IS no doubt that preoccupation with politics is not 
only a temptation wfuefa members of tbe human species 
fira difficuR to resist, but a ri^t and a need, like many 
ri^ts and needs, however, interest in politics can be made 
use of fai^ and effectively, oe^etted or abused. At tins 
point in history, individoals in oor society tend to Defect or 
abuse politics xatiier than use h sensiUy. 

As we know, the term ''politics'' denotes two mtercon- 
nected but distinct meanhip. Tbe first refers to gov- 
onmental phOos^rbies. plans, positions, poticies, mea- 
sures and acts', simnltaneonsly, it refers to the response or 
reaction to them on part of tbe populace or the governed. 
The second is more general, enoompassing emeotially all 
human preoccupations, pursuits and wallm of life. 

A person speMog m fee ri^its of efaUdreo to a 
congenial home — airing views ab^ such ri^ts publical- 
ty, writii^ about theo in magaanes and newspapers, 
talking to parents about them, srorking towards tbe 
cremfon of laws wfaidi guarantee and protect such rights, 
forming pressure groups to bdp speed up diange, etc. — is 
a person involved in a '’political*' act, a l^rtimate and 
hcAlfey pofitieal act. The same is true to- a person speaking 
for the rights of women at home and at wc^. tbe ri^ts of 
students to a good edneation, the rights of teachers, tiie 
rights ^ bhie-rollar workers, the rights of bus drivers, fee 
li^ts of pedratriaos, among others. Tbe domain of poUtics 
and political action is more qmdoos than we nonna^ take 
ft to be. And it is open for everyone, as long as they are 
serious, well-meaning, infoimed, re«onable and able. 

fo our society, little justioe is being done, <» part of 
indmdaals, to politics in both fee first and second sense. 

Wlut is meant by "little justice?" Well, tbe following: 

First of all, we as indmdaals and society pay more 
attention to politics in hs first, narrow sense than to politics 
in hs btoader sense. While many of ns would be greatly 
interest in talWng , reading or writing about inter-Arab 
tension and friction (or "sdhlarity** and "brofeeriiDess"), 
to example, very few would feoiw serious interest is the 
weltoe of Idds in tbe so-cdled "popitiar*' areas, fe tbe 
safety of fee water we drink, in fee quality of edneation at 
Qur public schools or In fee q>ee^ disappearance of 
nomadic life in oor part of fee u fact, if wu ask tbe 

vast majority of pec^le in our society about what politics 
means, the answers w31 boil derra almost solely to 
governmental policies and measures. 

Secondly, and worse still, we have even narrowed frirfeer 
die alrearty narrow definition of politics. Even when we 
fo^ attention on govenunental wofk, we focus it on a 
meagre pmtion of it Tbe goveronrent is doing . (ct 
supposed to do) hnpoitaot work in many vital spbern. 
Wfa^ sifeeres do we show a serious interest in? How many 
of ns inquire, qwak, read and write about what tiie 
government is d^g in tiie field of energy and mineral 
resooroes, labour, municipal uid rural aSurs, sodal 
development adndnistrative development, justice, agricut 


tore, youth and culture and so on? 

V Jbat are the "hot** matters wfaidi crop up continually in 
onr informal and formal discomse, in onr homes and at our 
estabUshments and unions? How many mat- 
ters are there? A bandftil. Peace wife Brael, "oormaJisa- 
tion" of relations irife Israel, U.S. Middle Baistem poUdes 
(“conspirades,** rather), Arab aspirations and firustratiems, 
the ttganc and "opposition,’' and a few othm issues 
whiefa emerge out of some dramatic acts and statements. 
One nndeittands, of c ours e, bofe the significance and 
mgtocy of soeh issues. Who must not be concerned aboot 
fee peace process or its unifications? But ufeat one cannot 
understand b why or bow tfa^ particplar matters should, 
necessarily and nitiBiately, be more important than onr 
own health and tiie quality of onr daity life? Why shonld 
Arab nationalism be, necessarily and nltimatety uam, 
more inqiortaDt and urgent than tto fete and fntnre ofkids 
in oor popular areas who spend tbe wMe day outside thdr 
homes playing soccer in fee middle of the street, wading in 
sewage water and rummaging garbage containers? Why 
stoold it be more inqiOTtaot and urgent to me than tbe fete 
(rf a four- or five-year old girl (or the many likes of her) 
who, unaocompanied by an adnit or an older stbling, b sent 
to buy groceries from a AamaiwEs old man vfeo harasses 

molests ber tens of times before he b cansto^ Why feouk) it 
be more important and urgent to me than the causes of 
cs TK^ or crime, two fetal diseases wife whkh onr society 
has been ptagned lately? Why dKMik) it be more important 
and orgent to me than the performance of onr teadiers, 
civij servants, bank tellers who are entrusted 

wife work wUeb bears dixectly on our fetes and destinies? 
Why slmold it be mote important and urgent than the 
behavioDr of onr motorists, pedestrians, waiters and 
janitors with whom we are in constant and dose encounter? 

The le^ we could do b to give equal interest and 
treatment to such issues. Yes, let’s talk about Arab 
solidarity, the fete of democrat in our sqdety, tiie 
freedom of tbe press, the importance of “opposition,” and 
“nonnalisatiott” (iotelligiently, please!), but let's also talk 
about tbe so many bnrning and equally vital daily concerns 
and {xobiems wtucii are staring us daily in tbe fece and 
cripi^g our pursuit of bap|tiness, bbierty and a more 
decent life. 

Tbe way 1 see it, we have, in our attempt to exe r cise our 
political iMbs, a problem of eitber ovmpcrfitidsation or 
underpoIxtKbation. What do you call it wfara our engineers 
falif more abont "normalisation” and Arab solidarity than 
tbe quality of architecture in onr urban and rmal areas, 
tiian road safety, than the statns of onr riaing industries and 
than tbe fete of many unemployed or under^d engineers? 
Why are tbe lawyers, dnt^, hairstylistB, etc. more alive 
and vital during pariiamentaiy elections than at any other 
time? You mean to teU me that the lawyeis, r^tists, 
hairstylbts as union members have no other equally 
important and argent matteis to deal wife in tbeir.niiioii5? 


That the afiaiis of their own professioDS are so nnexdtiog, 
dull and insigniScant? 

We are aware, of course, tiiat such unfons came a 
point in to allow members to express political 

concerns that could not be expressed elsewhere. But now 
that we have genuine pariiameafery life (<» poteatulty so) 
and now that democrat (though stfll in its infen^) b in full 
swing, what b the excuse? 

Vifeat I am interested in affirming here, however, b that 
wfara the said profesaonab show more active umtivement 
in issues sudi as Arab nationalism, the role of "opposi- 
tion,” and ’*DOnnalbation,” (bsnes whidi are better dealt 
wife ebewbere), they are overpqUticiang — in tiie narrow 
sense of fee term. At tbe same time, when matters related 
to feeir own qredahy are being eifeer deenqtiiasbed or 
neglected, they are deariy andei|)olitidsuig. Abo, assum- 
ing that invotvement in politics in tbe widCT sense of tbe 
term b everyone’s right and privily, why do not the 
engmeers, dmitists, lavTeis and haiisqmsts snow interest in 
poverty, in crime, in child molestation, in edneation, in 
traffic? Are th^ esqierts only oa "nonnalisation” and Arab 
nationafism? 

Tbe same can be srid about the Writers* Union. Why do 
we bear from it more abont "normaHsatioii” and Arab 
nationalism about quality of the poetry and fiction 

which onr eluant writers are siqiposed to produce? Why 
has not our local and Arab literature, in the testimony of 
expats, sucoreded internationally the way, say, Sonfe 
American Kterature has succeeded? Should not ttab be a 
main concem for the Writers* Uiuon. I virited die said 
union twice, in the co m pany of a friend. Each time, I felt I 
was in a parliament not in the elevating company of 
creative novels and poeb. Bofe times, the qreakers were 
not poets reading poems but parliamentarians and 
preachers fenndering abont Zionism and inmerialism. It 
may be just my bad luck, but I have a hunch feat thb b 
w^ gpa on most of fee time. 

Go to the mosqne on Friday. What do yon hear? Tiie 
same overpcrfiticbed subjects delivered over and over asdn 
in a very unexciting manner. You hear tittle or nofeing 
about tite odd behaviour of worshippers who once ont of 
the mosque are no k>ngeT courteous and pioos, about car 
accidents, about excellence of performance, about healfe, 
about educatim, abrat (even) our religion itself. Most of 
tbe ptestthets are pc^ticians. 

What we need to do b obvions. Wherever we are 
ovetpoliticaang, we need to depeditiebe — i.e. to curb and 
economise onr interest in politics in the narrow sense of the 
wtnd, tboi^ by no pve it up entirely. Wherever we 

are rmderpoliticbmg, we need to politicise, in fee broader 
sense of the term. And the imtiatrve to do so should come 
from us individDab, assodations and institutions, and we 
should not wait for the governmeat (or fbree it) to do it for 
ns. OverpoUtiebation b a hiaesy , and so b underpotitieba- 
tion. The middl^roand b ahrays the best. 


Egyptian women fearing the polls 


CAIRO (R) — When Eg^ 
ti 2 £ voters headed te polling 
booths on Wednesday to 
elect members of parlianieiit, 
found only 45 canfedates 
— or one per cent of tbe 
4,040 people competing — 
are women. 

Researchers and women’s 
activists blame sudi a poor 
turnout on the tracKtioaid be- 
li^ in ^ypt, as in many 
(rtto countries, tiiat politics 
b a man's game. 

"Many newspapers have 
taken a very provocative line 
on women’s partidpatioo in 
tbe dections,” said Marieue 
Tadros, an actirisc with fee 
human r^ts groiqi Egyptian 
Aascniatioo for Enlighten- 
ment. They say things like 
'women enter men’s battle- 
field.’ Why does pcAtics be- 
long to men?” 

^wa Gomaa, a professor 
at tbe American Uoiversity in 
Cairo, criticised parties for 
not uonunating more women. 

Tbe ruUng National Demo- 
cratic Party (NDP) fielded 
seven women, fee q^sition 
liberal Wafd and the blamisc 
'Labour parties had three 
women er^, and the sodafist 
National Progr essive Union- 
ist Party and Al Ahrar had 


one woman each. 

Mona Koraefai was one of 
fee 30 women ronning as 
indqiendents. Sie was drop- 
ped as a candidate for tiw 
Wafd Party at tbe last minnte 
and then eaqieUed far numing 
independently. 

"1 don’t hare fee support 
of my party and I am d^ed 
pubUoty tfarou^ OUT news- 
paper. 1 don't succeed I 
stand at least to overcome 
women's fear of elections and 
to to an example or a role 
model to other women,” Ms. 
Korai^ told Iteoteis.- 

Na^aa Al Qaityoubi, tbe 
Islasdst Labonr riizty candi-^ 
date in fee crowded Cairo 
fesbrict of Shubra, said she 
was initially wary at being the 
only woman campaigning. 

"1 was very scai^ of b^g 
3 woman amongst all these 
tongh men. 1 was surprised 
people accqrted it as long as I 
presented a political pit^- 
ramme and fescussed it wife 
them,” she said. 

She said police prevented 
her from holding rallies so 
she ended np bolcfing ns^tly 
meetings wife coostitntents m 
cafes, which are generally 
conadered mide doiuins. 

Women activists hare re- 


cently called to a return to a 
quota system to encourage 
more women to enter poh- 
tics. 

Egyptian women won tbe 
right to vote and stand to 
elections in 19S6. Since then 
fee highest number of women 
pariiamcDtarians was be- 
tween 1979. when then Prea- 
dent Anwar Sadat assigned 
30 seats to them, and 1987, 
when President Hosni 
Mubarak's government can- 
celled tbe seab, saying tb^ 
violated guarantees of sexual 
equality in tbe constitution. 

There were only 10 women 
in the outgoing pviiament of 
454 seats, three of whom 
were appointed by Mubarak 
and seven who were elected. 

Women have tnufitioually 
been more active in some 
areas of public life in Egypt 
than in many other Arab 
countries, including tbe liber- 
al professions, emture and 
fee arts. 

But detote isolated exc^ 
tions such as Munster to 
Sodal Atoirs Amal Osman, 
political analysts say male 
domination of politics is 
deeply ingramed, predating a 
rise in Islamist pities is ^se 
19S0s. 


About-face for S.Korea^s Kim 


By Yoo Choon-Sifc 
Reuter 

SEOUL — South Korean 
President Kim Young- 
Sam’s decision to punish 
two former heads of state 
smacks of political man- 
oeuvring for more votes in 
parliamentary elections ear- 
ly next year, analysts have 
said. 

"I suspect his real aim U 
to win more votes in the 
elections, rather than to 
wipe out hannfiil political 
legacies." Ra Jong-Yil. 
politics professor at Saul's 
Kyungbec University, said 
in a telephone interview. 

The next parliamentary 
elections are due to to held 
in late April 1996. 

President Kim last wrok 
ordered his ruling party to 
draft a special law to punish 
former presidents Chun 
Hwan and Roh Tae- 
Woo for brutally crushing a 
I960 dvil uprising. • 

The dedsion came amid 
mounting calls that the 
proto into Mr. Roh's huge 
slush fund scandal should 
also look at the 1992 pres- 
kfential election, in which 
Mr. Kim came to power. 


Mr. Kim said the law was 
"necessaty to deal with the 
responsible people who 
caused suffering and sorrow 
of the people" by crushing 
fee pro^emocracy revolt, a 
close aide said. 

But the decision runs 
directly counter to his pre- 
vious statements, which 
asked the public to let fu- 
ture historians pass judge- 
ment on the masterminds 
behind the bloody military 
suppression, critics said. 

Seoul prosecutors, in a 
much-awaited report on 
their year-long investiga- 
tion into lawsuits filed 
against Mr. Chun. Mr. Tfoh 
and 56 others on insurrec- 
tion charges, said in July 
they would not charge them 
with any offence. 

Although excessive army 
suppression of the Kwangju 
revolt had resulted in huge 
human losses, their report 
said no evidence was found 
that the military rulers had 
deliberately^ plotted to 
cause the incident to con- 
solidate their power. 

Mr. Chun and Mr. Roh, 
both army generals IS years 
ago. were key figures in the 
suppression of ^ rebellion 
in fee southwestern city of 


Kwangju. About 200 
pie Were kiHed by official 
counts, but dissident groups 
and residents say the death 
toll was much higher. 

Mr. Kim's campaign to 
stamp out corruption has 
been seriously marred by a 
slusb fond scandal involving 
Mr. Roh. 

Mr. Rob confessed to 
amassing S654 million in 
illicit funds during his 1^8- 
93 presidentia] term. He 
was arrested on November 
16 on charges of receiving 
more than $300 million 
from business tycoons. 

Mr. Rob also s^ he kepi 
about S222 million wtieu he 
left office. Prosecutors are 
still digging up where fee 
rest of tbe money went. 

Professor Ra said the de- 
dsioR to push for tiie prosecu- 
tion of Mr. Chun and Mr. 
Roh. at first widely wei- 
oomed, would prove not as 
helpful as expected in the 
ruling party's efforts to re- 
gain popularity. 

"Kim went against bis 
own government’s recent 
statements." said Mr. Ra. 
"This will further threaten 
hjs credibility, not helping 
his party win more votes in 
the coming elections." 


LETTERS 


JWA- Are you for real? 


To the Editor: 

1 CAN anderstand a political groiqi or organisation 
insisting on a certain pla^ or position reganfing political 
views, but a "writeis association, ” of all places, would to 
tto last place 1 would ex p ect a stirit-jafiket mentafity to to 
imposed on its memtora. Isay that l&bam Yanis (who was 
tiwmigied from tike Writer’s Assodation tins week to 
**n« nnaKggg " wife IsraeUs) IS better (tif to to out it, if by 
staying in it means compro^g one’s inteoity. 

The issue is not normalisation of ties wife isiM, per se, 
but integrity, and in my estimation, a "writer” (unto he is 
maybe an overt writer of politics) who srouid suosoito to a 
blanket political view of tbe a^odation be belongs to 
would be better off if he fab left pen and took np Bsotber 
occupation. 1 certainly am not interested in reading tiw 
material of someone wtio would sabmit to thb kind of 
riiacfcHng of his mind and pen. 

So, welcome to fee worid where the winds blow free, 
Ifisham. Keep doing yon stuff, top yon soul unfettered tty 
compromise, and ifon't worry atxW lesser men who are 
trying to paralyse our minds and lock-s^ ns info fee past 
You bare not "tamished fee image of fee assodation,” as 
Mr. Basse! Rafa'idi; member of fee administrative council 
of the Jordanian Writers' Assodation (JWA) claimed and 
neitto are you a "bad example to Jordanians.” Oa the 
contrary, I salute you. Were tiiat tbore were more like you, 
not only in fee Writers Assodation but in tite ofeer 
professional assodations. 

Bob Robertaea, 


Wasfi — a private memory 


To the Effiton 


MANY THINGS were said and written about Wasfi 
Tel this week — at tbe qiedal seminar and in tte 
press — by men weO-placed for public speaking on 
tbe politick import of national figoies. The voices on 
this subject will die out soon, but before they do, 1 
would tike to share a private image of an uncle, to 
complement that of tbe former public figure, because 
perhaps it is tbe smallest and unsaid thmgs that bear 
the most lasting ■huumn g gnificaniy - 

My pi^te home has many pictures of Wasfi. My 
favourite photographs are the personal ones — all 
pre-colour black and white, light and shade — with a 
plump and contented cat caUed Panda (long since 
gone); head bent over papers alone at t^ office in 
shirtsleeves; smilnig up at the camera from his theo 
youthful gmrieo. At the time the photogr^hs were 
taken, 1 was not old enou^ to appreciate his political 
person — only his great personal presence. I would 
sit by his side as he quietiy drank his early morning 
cofito ovexfooking the trees he and my aunt Sadiyeh 
planted — some bros^t back as sapUngStfrom Iraq 
and Iran, his first ambassadorial .pc»tings — before 
the Salt road that could at that time take us to 
Jerusalem and RamaUah for an afternoon’s outing. 

My other memories are of the three ink-blue 
triangular bedouin tatooed dots on lus hand — they 
tell me he bad those done as a young man. He could 
make rose-water — his roses still bloom — and 
sometimes towards the end be slept with a gun under 


his {riUow. He made the arid lands around what had 
been Dawson's field bloom into a pro^ierous form 
before his death. He even let me keep an 
kitten brou^t down from the neighbouring bedouins 
despite Sadiyah’s protests, even though 1 burst past 
the d osed door of the Arabic room where he was 
sitting with many men to infantilely plead my feline 
case one afternoon. He took us for dri^ in the now 
old jaguar, with that leapmg jaguar figurehead so 
impressive to a child (and adult); 1 remember how on 
one snatched vacations to Aqaba he suddenly 
stopped the whole mystified prime ministerial convoy 
— while at the wheel of that car — to get out into a 
field and bend down to pick up a hamffiil of the soil 
he loved so miufe to see bow fer south it had rained 
ye^ later after be was gone, I watched from 
Ills upstairs library window as it was towed away for 

an attempted overhaul with no one at tbe wheel 

like the riderless horse at funerals. 

More ye^ — 24 — have passed and I now felly 
oomprehend the impact of Wasfi’s public I-stffl 

scaidi for his Weals in tbe eyes and faces of others — 

sometimes I find them — and try to maintain 
stand^ m my owe life, turning to his photographs 
and his father’s (Mustapha Wahbe El Tel) prx^tic 
poetry on the perilous path of the free. I we 
aU stiU look for men siinflarty true to themseWes and 

others, and above aO to their country. 

Dfala Al Jabri, 
Anman. 
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Memories that relive history 


The Prime Ministry has promoted m o men to the position 
of advisor. This rime the principals ate Hashem Sabbagh 
and Hilmi Surabi. Mr. Sabbagh. who has been with the 
prime ministry on contract for about sLv months was lured 
as an official government en^loyee with his appointment 
as advisor for economic affairs. Mr. Surabi. similarly, hw 
promoted to advisor for legal affairs. Attempts to discov- 
er a bit more about both officials’ backgrounds were 
thwarted by a possible misunderstanding of the urgency of 
newspaper deadlines. In nearly the “same breath. " this 
week the Prime Minister issued a circular urging govern- 
ment en^layees to report to work on time, remain at their 
offices until the woHc day is officially over, and commit 
thetnselves to being helpjul to the public. The apparent 
disregard for maintaining office hours seems to have 
caught the attention of many more diligent public officials. 
Only this week me minister laughed incredulously when 
(ffer several attempts to reach dfferent officers in his min- 
I istry as well as others at about 1 :45 p.m. failed. “No one 
wants to work, ” sighed the minister. Hence the need for 
constant reminders by the Prime Minister himself it seems. 

**** 

A HISTORIAN MAKES HISTORY: One gentle- 
man whose “work” speaks for itself is Raoiff Abu Jaber, 
who on Wednesday was decorated by HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, for his 36 years of service as honorary 
consul of the Netherlands in Jordan. Dr. Abu Jaber 
received the Isriklal Medal of the First Order at the end of 
his tenure as the Netherlands is preparing to establish its 
own embassy in Amman early next year. A reception in 
appreciation of Dr. Abu Jaber’s “outstanding service” 
u’Of hosted last night at the InterContinental Hotel by 
Dutch Ambassador to Syria Robert Meys and his wife for 
about 400 of Dr. Abu Jiber ’s associates and friends. Bom 
is Salt in 1925, Dr. Abu Jaber, who will Friday celebrate 
his 70th birthday, says he does not feel as if 36 years hax'e 
passed since taking up his consular duties. A graduate of 
the Bishops School, Dr. Abu Jaber first studied Business 
Administration, but declined a government posting, opting 
to establish various enterprises under the Sa 'd Abu Jaber 
& Sons “trademark" in 1946. Having established the first 
insurance venture in the Kingdom, he moved into industry, 
most popular of which has been the Abu Jaber brewery and 
soft drinks itidustries. By the early 80s, admittedly tired 
of industry. Dr. Abu Jaber wnt back to school, finishing a 
masters degree in modem history in 19S4 and obtaining a 
PKD. in history at Osford in 1987. He was twice decorat- 
ed by the Dutch royal family: first as an officer by the late 
Queen Juliana arid years later as a commander by Queen 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan presents Dr. Raouf Abu 
Jaber with the Istiklal Medal of the First Order upon 
ending his 36 years of service as honorary consul of the 
Netherlands to Jordan (photo by Boghos) 

Beatrix. Still active in his businesses as well as the Rotary 
Club and Orthodox Society, of which his is president. Dr. 
Abu Jaber is considering writing his third book: this one 
on the history of 19th century Jordan. 

COLLECTING IMPRESSIONS: Following in the 
family footsteps, perhaps unknowingly, Diana Abu Jaber, 
the daughter of Chassan and Patricia Abu Jaber of 
Syracuse, New J'orfe has “come home ’’ afier 25 years to 
Ksearvh, collect impressions and write her second novel 
Author of “Arabian Jazz, ” about the experiences of first 
generation -Arab-American daughters. Diam and her hus- 
band Michael f Clark, arrived in Amman in mid-Oc)ober, 
have become adept at the fineries of mansaf-feasting, and 
ha\ e dug their heels into Amman for their one-year stay. 
While Diana, who is here on a Fulbright scholarship, looks 


into the “experience of (Palestinian) women refugees" and 
imeriaces them into her novel, Michael will start the 
spring semester at the University of Jordan lecturing on 
American literature and possibly criticism. There could 
also be a stint for Diana in directing a play at Al Isra 
University. But a scheduled event is a talk on Dec. 10 at 
the University of Jordan 's English Department on her 
experiences with writing, which is open to the public. We 
will keep in contact with Diana and Michael and see if 
after their year here they might consider an extension or 
return to Eugene Oregon where she is a professor of cre- 
ative writing and he is an attorney and professor of 
English. 

*•*« 

*YA GOTTA HAVE A GIMMICK: Trying their 
talents out in what they expect will be more lucrative 
endeavours is the tripartite of professionals, journalist 
Nemteen Murad, Kodak representative in Jor^n Wajih 
Murad and reinsurance expert Mayada Chosein. Nemteen, 
who is the Italian nevi’S agency. ANSA, correspondent in 
Jordan, hooked up with brother Wajih and his wife Mayada 
to establish Characters, a shop where children will find all 
sons cf useful paraphernalia sporting their favourite car- 
toon adventure characters. The concept is somewhat 
new to Jordan, and the new partners see it as based on the 
idea that “kids identify with the characters. ’’ Opened near 
the Italian ice-cream shop in Sweifiyeh (Nemteen insists 
on retaining some allegiance to her Mediterranean con- 
nection as she does to the Jordan TimesK Characters has 
started with a collection of products fir>m Impulse, the 
world’s largest distributor of characters. The partners 
plan to expand into clothing and characters for the young- 
ai-hean. But one gimmick they seem less inclined to adopt 
is to sing a few f^rs of “Now its time to say good-bye" 
when they close shop each evening. 

*«** 

SILK & ORGANZA & DAYS GONE BY: Getting 
into character was no trouble for IS young women who 
modelled bffbre an audience of nearly '750 last Monday at 
the InterContinental Hotel in a gremd show of fashion 
spanning seven decades. The organisation and minute 
attention to detail was credited to period collector Asma 
Nflbeh Ms, Naber contacted 58 women around Amman 
and asked them to lend her their wedding gowfu, evening 
dresses and all sorts of beads and bobbles for this one-time 
extravaganza of a shoeing of 20s flapper dresses and 
Gatsby era flash, up to the mini-skirts and return ofplat- 



On the catwalk in a 1930s “Gatsby'* era evening dress 


form shoes in the 70s. All pulled together with the talent in 
accessories which the Naber women pride themselves in. 
More than a moment nf nostalgia felt as the women 
who lent their wedding gowns watched a /le’M* generation 
walk by in whites and cents of years ago. while on a near- 
by screen photograph !s of that wry same dn:ss appeared 
worn by the actual bride way-hack-when. Some of the 
more memorable dresses saw some rare moments in histo- 
ry such as Mrs. Leila Foud Nimri 's evening gown she wore 
at the wedding of Princess .‘\nne of England. Mrs. Aisha 
Jawdat Sha'sha’s robe de soiree worn at His Majesty King 
Hussein’s wedding to Princess Dina, and the late Mary 
Amin Kawar 's full-length finery n o/7i when she curtsied 
before Queen Juliana of Holland. While Asnut Naber says 
that all involved and attending had a wonderful rime going 
down memory lane, and all proceeds would benefit chari- 
ties in the Kingdom, she is not so sure she can follow her 
own act. 'But the popularity of the event atd the sighs of- 
disappointment fhvh those who Missed it may yet spur Ms. 
Naber to give it another go. 

Jennifer Hamameh 


A bookish battle for writers’ rights 


A new authors’ group accuses the Hebrew Writers Union of racism, reports Helen Kaye 



THE PEOPLE of the Book 
have not one, but two 
authors' unions. The 
Writers' Union of Israel 
(WUT), which has about 160 
members, was created in 
June and will have its first 
formal convention in 
December. The Hebrew 
Writers Union in Israel 
(HWUI) is 70 years old. and 
has about 400 members. 

The WUI accuses the 
HWUI of racism because it 
specifically excludes Israeli 
Arabs, **^though it has 
admitted authors who write 
in Yiddish," says the poet 
Ya'acov Besser. 

Mr. Besser has some 20 
books to his credit, the latest 
being Heaitfist < 1990). and 
is the editor of the literary 
magazine Seventy-Seven. 
The temporary ebainnan of 
WUI, he has been fighting 
for the inclusion of all 
Israeli authors, whatever the 
language they write in. for 
more than 20 years. 

"Any literature that shuts 
itself up in a linguistic ghet- 
to has begun to ring its own 


death knell,'' he declares. 
‘^o± language and litera- 
ture influence and are influ- 
enced by their encounter 
with other languages. 

"(Modem ) Hebrew is full 
of Arabic. American, 
Yiddish, even ancient Greek 
words and phrases. Hebrew 
literature itself developed 
thanks to other languages." 

He cites Maimooldes and 
Yehuda Halevi in 12th-cen- 
tury Spain who both wrote 
Arabic as well as Hebrew, 
then jumps to the Luzatto 
family in 18th- and 19tb- 
cenniiy Italy and from there 
to "Yehuda Leib Gordon in 
19th-century Russia who 
was influenced by such as 
Pushkin and Lermontov. 

"It’s deliberately mislead- 
ing to say that, in order to 
preserve and promote 
Hebrew language and litera- 
ture. we have to have a 
Hebrew-only association. 
HWUI is a chauvinistic 
body that doesn't want to sit 
around the same table with 
Arabs. 

"Tliis issue nearly split the 


association 22 years ago 
when I brought it up for the 
first time. 'How do you 
expect us to sit around a 
table with people who aren't 
Zionists.* they asked me. 
"and who have no stake in 
the future of this country 
and its literature from a 
Zionist point of view?”' 

Since then, Mr. Besser has 
worked to change hearts and 
minds. He was chairman of 
±e HWUI until the Pessah 
assembly last year when he 
once again proposed a reso- 
lution to change the HWUI 
constitution to include non- 
Hebrew authors. He admits 
that the ongoing peace 
process supplied a strong 
additional incentive. 

“Of course the peace 
process prodded us." says 
Israeli Arab author Salman 
Natur. who is on the WUI’s 
temporaiy management 
committee. “I wasn't at that 
assembly, but I sent a letter. 
It was the same letter Td 
sent in 1972, except that 
now 1 asked that the HWUI 
open its ranks to us in the 


light of peace, the opening 
of borders and the meeting 
of cultures in the Middle 
East. My letter was never 
brought before the congress 
and I didn't get a reply.*' 

Mr. Besser's motion was 
defeated, and he resigned 
along with six other HWUI 
committee members. 

Asked to comment on the 
establishment of the WUI, 
HWUI chairman Or-Zion 
Baitana replied: “What 

association? There is no 
other association that I 
know of.” 

Since the WUI is recog- 
nised as a public non-profit 
body. Bartana's response 
seemed a little extreme. But 
a couple of days later the 
response was a terse '?vIo 
commenL" 

It was left to HWUT 
spokesperson Lior Broshi to 
fill in some of the gaps. The 
accusation of racism is non- 
sense, he says, because the 
association “is one of the 
subgroups within the Israel 
Federation of Writers' 
Unions, and all the other 


languages have their own 
associations too. 

*Tt’s politics and not 
racism that is at work here. 
The HWUI reflects all of 
Hebrew written culture in 
all its uniqueness. We’re not 
willing to give that up, so 
refusing to change our con- 
stitution doesn't make us 
racist.” 

Eminent author A. B. 
Yehoshua also opposes the 
new union. He rejects Mr. 
Besser's definition of the 
as a ^etto, saying 
that there is worldwide 
emphasis today on specifi- 
cally local cultures to 
counter the threat of global 
homogeneity. "The HWUI 
is a matter of cultural identi- 
ty not racism,” he says. 
"Should I relinquish t^t 
identity for peace? On the 
contrary, I need to strength- 
en it.” 

Mr. Natur says that after 
1972 there was a Palestinian 
Authors' Association, an 
Arab Authors' Union and an 
Arab Authors' Association. 
“But none of these lasted 


very long or had very many 
members. The WUI wU not 
only deal with professional 
concerns — such as con- 
tracts, royalties and such — 
but, because of its raulti-eCh- 
nic base it will facilitate 
encounters with, and enrich, 
all our literature.” 

According to Mr. Besser, 
the HWUI gets around NIS 
1 million in subsidies. “And 
we will apply for member- 
ship in. and funding from, 
the Histadrut, and for funds 
^m the Arts and Culture 
Authority. Our members 
will pay NIS 150 annually 
and that will help.” 

While the HWUI has an 
annua] publication, the WUI 
plans a “fat” quarterly for 
which, Besser d^iares, "we 
hope to get government sup- 
port if it thinks an all-rsinel 
writers' union is important.” 

More than 100 of the 160 
WUI members are Hebrew- 
language authors including 
Haim Be'er. Yefaudit 
Handel. Yoram Kaniuk, Irit 
Linur, and the poet Dan 


Schenfeld. Nearly half the 
rest write in Arabic and the 
others in Russia. Yiddish 
and (so far only five) in 
English. 

TTje December convention 
will elect a 19-member 
executive committee, only 


nine of whom uill be 
Hebrew-language \witers. 

It would benefit all local 
writers if the two associa- 
tions were to make peace 
between them<>elves. Oslo, 
anyone? — The Jerusalem 
Post. 


‘Every woman is an occupied territory’ 


Women and the Israeli occupation: The politics of 
change 

Edited bv Tamar Maver 

London and New York Routledge. 1994, 210 pages, 
$16.95 

Dialogue between Palestinian and Israeli women, 
research into tiie effects of occupation, and comnutment to 
peace and feminism — these are the input which sh^ 
Women and the Israeli Occupation. ITiis book consists of 
11 essays by Palestinian, Israeli, Arab-American and 
Western women, plus one male contributor — the majori- 
ty of whom are political activists as well as academics. 

Several of the essays in Women And The Israeli 
Occupation are stagnant, because the author is content to 
repeat weU-known facts about the 1967 occupied temto- 
ries and women, without presenting any new analysis to 
coimect the two aspects. Moreover, a few of the contribu- 
tors are influenced by Zionist bias to a degree that woiud 
seem to preclude the very peace and equality which ^ 
book purports to ftuTher. However, the rest of the book 
outweighs the weak essays by presenting fresh insight and 


precise analysis. 

On the Israeli side, the essays of Yvonne Deutscb and 
Simona Sharoni stand out. Deutscb credits the intifada 
with being “a catalyst for the political awakening of 
women in Israel" (p. 89). By reversing the myth of the 
Israeli army as defenders, it moved women to act against 
the occupation and for peace. While the Gulf crisis deflat- 
ed the broad Israeli peace movement, it also s^'ed to 
expose the link between militarism and domestic violence. 
Unable to join in the fitting, Israeli men sat at home, and 
fell helpless and frustrated. They also battered and mur- 
dered their wives at an unprecedented rate. This got wide 
coverage in ±e media, as did Che case of the Israeli soldier 
who hwi shot dead a 17-year-old Palestinian ^rl in 1989, 
as she was reading a book on her front porch in Gaza; in 
June 1991. the same man shot and killed his former girl 
friend, an Israeli Jew like himself. 

Both writers analyse the role of Israel’s “national securi- 
ty" concept and Zionist myths in promoting violence 
agsunst Palestinian women, and obscuring Israeli women's 
subordination in their own society. Sexism is inevitably 


bound up in such militarism. “During military training 
exercises, for example, the strategic taigets are quite often 
named after significant women in soldiers' lives: 
Women, like m^taiy targets, must be protected so that 
they will not be conquered by the ‘enemy’; while men 
must fight, occupy and protect." In this context Sharoni 
writes: “Every woman is an occupied territory” (p. 126). 

On the Palestinian side, several essays point out how 
Israeli rule has intersected with the tradition^ patriarchal 
society to increase women's subordination. NabiJa 
Espanioly writes that: “Since Palestinian women in Israel 
were forced to stay at home because of military orders (in 
effect from 1948 until 1966) and because of restrictions 
placed on them by the men in their families, they were no 
longer able to support their families as producers, and they 
lost much of their previous stanis” fp. 110). Suha 
Hindiyeh-Mani, Afaf Ghazawneh and Subhiyyeh Idris 
explain why P^estinian women's work as street vendors 
‘Yepieseots Che tandem effects of both their vulnerability 
to the economic effects of the Israeli militaiy occupation 
and their secondary status wi thin traditional Palestinian 
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societv’” Ip. 153). 

Karen .Assaf, in the most broad-ranging essay in the 
book, presents substantial data to support her claim that 
Palestinian women are the primary victims of the environ- 
mental disaster which has been inflicted on the West Bank 
and Gaza Suip by almost three decades of Israeli occupa- 
tion. Similarly. Eli.se C. Y'oung finds chat women — "at the 
bottom of the aender-race-class hierarchy" — are most at 
risk due to the deterioration of health conditions under 
occupation. She argues for “A Feminist Politics of Health 
Care," based on the premise that all Palestinians under 
occupation are treated like women: "Inferior and unde- 
serving of rights” (p, 180.1. 

In Young's view, self-deteruiination is a prerequisite for 
reversing these condition.^, and this requires "redefining 
both the nationalist struggle and health and healthcare sys- 
tems from a feminist perspective” (p. 179). 

By Sally Bland 
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Leave a light 


By Jean-CIande Elias 

FROM THE very first day they put tbeir hands oa the 
machine's keyboard and tbeir eyes oo its screen, an 
humans who use a personal computer (PQ — as if there 
were any who do not — discover with time that the 
number of tasks diey can use a PC for is virtually limit’ 
less. 

The application programme for which the computer was 
puzcha^ at first may be simple word processing or home 
bookkeeping. Wifo time, almost at tegular intervals one 
would discover that the PC can do more than the main 
work it was originally bought for. Sending foxes, looking 
Op telephone or fox numbers, consnlting an encyclopedia, 
performing calculations, recording distal music, playing 
sophisticated electronic games, bafoncing a cheque book, 
choking appoimments and other operations quickly 
become indispensable yet easy to process using the com- 
puter. Slowly but surely you reach a point where you won- 
der how you used to manage ^‘before”. 

You become more and more dependent mi your PC until 
you discover one fine day tiiat while you badly need a 
piece of information stored in your PC, it is most inqjrac- 
deal to switch it on just for that Moreover, the new 
Widows system and its related programmes are heavy- 
weight champions — a lot of power but as much inertia to 
overcome too. 

A small experience has shown me that starting an aver- 
age machine from power off to MS-Woed 6.0 teady-io- 
woric takes as much as 80 secrads. It could be even more 
with slower equipment Add the physical stress one pots 
on the baidware with repeated power off and on cycles, 
and you have a contradicting situation. Unless infonna- 
tion is at your fingertips, it becomes practically useless. 
The only way therefore to make a PC useful is to leave it 
pennanently switched on. 

Are small conqmters designed to woric without interrup- 
tion for days, weeks and months? New PCs are very reti- 
cle but the wear-and-tear effect acts on t^m like on any 
other machine — al most Some components however 
have a much longer MTBF (mean time between failure) 
than others. The MTBF is usuafiy gjven by the manufac- 



turer and lepresents. statistically only, the tifng that a 
given machine is supposed to work before requiring r^air 
or maintenance. Several of a PC’s elements have an 
MTBF greater tiiao 100,000 hours, which is more than 
eleven years. A computer becomes obsolete in less than 
th^ The main processor, the hard disk, most of the chips 
can be left working for long periods without any risk 
damage. The only item to protect from cmititmous wodc is 
the monitor. It needs a break every now and then. It is wise 
to switch it off at night for instance, leaving the nmin unit 
in operation. 

Keying a PC wmking cootinoously is not only practi- 
cal when you immetUaiely need a {uece of infonnatioa, it 
is also a must if you want it to receive foxes or if you want 
to access it younelf from another location. Many bosisess 
people, while travelling abroad, *’ask" their PC at home to 
give them numbers and otiier i^onnation they can access 
using special remote control software. Such data when 
need^ becomes vital and ^ves Infomiatioa Technology 
all its maaning. 

Those who hesitate about leaving their PC continuously 
“on” shoold not be afraid to do so. For more peace of 
mind they can give tbeir dear machine additional protec- 
tion by connecting it to the mains tbrou^ a power cosdi- 
tioner or UPS (unintemipiible power supply) to avoid 
unpredictable, electrical ttishubances that can be caused 
by {TOlonged opecation. future hardware and software 
will very likely designed to serve without any interrup- 
tion. 


Melodies, performances 

and representation 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

Because each society has its own definition of truth, 
some things are easier to explain or comment on 
aloud than others. And in certain situations, some 
thoughts and ideas have to be repeated over and over 
again until they settle deep in a society*s collective 
memory. One could say, for example, that you 
should become terrified by the tendency of modem 
architecture to ignore the site and to coimise up with 
dowiL And this dejection of yours could reach its 
peak with the arrival of the cantilever — the bit of 
uoofT which hangs on its own. 

This invention is v^ popular among our archi- 
tects, or whoever designs our buildings these days, 
•because it allows for the emptiness of glass w^ 
between one floor and anotiier that so much charac- 
terises our modem day concept of culture. 

In Europe on the other hand, culture is about the 
pavement cafes, the liveliness of the public square, 
street art, movie theatres and concert halls, and 
spaces where people can live, work, and enjoy them- 
selves. 

Performers, by virtue of their training and gifts, 
attempt on the concert or opera stage exactly what 
most members of their audience cannot emulate or 
aspire Co in real life. The performances we see. as 
members of an audience, are about re-creating and 
inteimting an existing work which can only gmn its 
justification and its rightness through such an inter- 
pretation. 

similar sentiments, Michel Foucault, the 
tantalising French philosopher, once wrote that it 
may well oe that we belong to an age of intelligence 
that keeps us irremediably at a distance from an orig- 
inal language where we are doomed historically to 
history, to the patient construction of discourses 


about discourses, and to the task of hearing what has 
already been said. And it is this repr^ntation of the 
past that we share with our performing fiieads. 

But while we see the performances on the stage in 
a programme confined by the performance occasion 
itself, most good musicians have at tbeir fingertips, 
or lips, or hearts, much more music than they per- 
form in public. And it is this memory which is an 
important part of the gift every performer carries 
wi thin. 

And in our moments of despair it is this memory 
and knowledge which comes to our rescue. 

But while an author cannot force others to see peo- 
ple and places the way he or she would like them to, 
he or she, can certainly shake them out of their cal- 
lous routine every now and then. The role of the 
author is, in this context, to call on his readers to be 
imaginative. To think about what they and their fore- 
fathers had achieved in the past, and what they and 
their children can aspire to achieve in the future. 

The past, just like music, can be reinterpreted to 
our advantage. And some writers and int^ectnals 
amongst us today are claiming that the successes of 
the past are the most meaningful as platforms for 
greater successes in the future. So whm it all comes 
down to is how each and every one of us uses his or 
her past to chart his or her future. We have to use the 
lessons of the past to correctly plan the future of our 
society, to safeguard our enviromnent, to better plan 
our cities, to b^er define our culture, and to stee- 
ly determine the way of life that we would like our 
children to lead in the future. Sticking our head in 
the sand should not be an option. 


AMAZING FACTS 


— It is so so cold in Venkhyansk, Siberia, that boiling 
water poured finom a kettle woitid be solid ice as soon as it 
reached the ground. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

MOHAMMAD A. SHUQAIR 



— HE: much better for you to work as a nigbt- 

guardl!” 


— At Battacaloa, Sri Lanka, there is a salt lake which on 
calm uigbis. especially when there is a frill moon, emits 
clear and music^ notes. The singing appears to come from 
tbe bottom of the lake and although no entirely satisfricto- 
pr explanation has been given, it is believed thm the culprit 
is a certain kind of shellfish which inhabits the lake. 

— The very special prisoner spent 34 years in Jail, dying 
there without anyone having his identity or what his crime 
was and still wearing his mask. But people speculated that 
he was in fact tbe twin brother of tte French Idng, Louis 
XTV, imprisoned to avoid any dispute over the throne. 


LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 

** She refused to marry him 

RaCulat an tatazawwajafau. 
** He denied asking her hand. 

Ankara talab yadaha. 
** Both of them bad been divorc^ 

Kilfltinma kana mutallaqayn. 
They were rich and belong to a big 'fomiJy- 

Kana ghaniyayn wayanfom^an ela osrah kabt 

rah. 

She was extremely beautiful and he was horribly ugly. 

Kflimt jamilfl lilghay a wafcana fp hp»hnw jiHirtaii 

** She was generous and he was stingy. 

Kanat karima wakana bakhilan. 
** She got two daughters and be had one sou. 

Kanat laha ibnaton wakaiu lahu Urn. 
** His son mmied her elder daughter. 

Thzawwiya ibnohu iboatahal-kobra. 
** The younger daughter loved a handsome mao and 
eloped with turn to a deserted island. 

Ahabbat sd-ibnatus'sogfara r^julan wasiman 
waharabat ma’abu ela jaziraten mabjurab. 


JOKES 

— SHE: “What did your fotiier say when you told him 
you had never slept all night thinkiag of me?” 


« * * * * 


— FIRST: “The goose you bought Last Friday jumped 
down from the fifth floor and died instantly. 

— SECOND: *lt must have committed suicide due to 
lack of food!” 


***** 


~ LADY: “Come and have these dishes washed. You’ll 
have a nice dinner in return.’* 

— BEGGAR: ‘Tell me first what you are cooking!” 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. The Acropolis in Athens literally what? 

2. If }TOU were at a meeting of SALT, What would you be 
discussing? 

3. The name “frene” comes from Greek. What does it 
mean? 

4. What are pelagic animals? 

5. Why was 46 BC known as ‘The Year of Confiisioa”? 

6. For what crime did Odipus blind himself? 


PUZZLES 


Id this problem words have to be inserted in each line 
across to fit the ‘T”s as shown. To make it even more of a 
‘T’s—er” the clues given have EXACTLY THE OR*0- 
SITE MEANING to that intended. 

NOW see bow long it takes you to work it out 

CLUES 

1. Lack of attention 

2. That which is not inherent 

3. Put in 

4. Disestablish 

5. Dismantle ' 

6. Well provided for 

7. Advanced 

8. Fertility 

9. Demure female 
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Thursday, Nov. 30, 1995 


- 1 :00 Iris - The Happy Professor 
1:10 Fireman Sam 
1:25 Hurricanes 
1:50 Mv Secret Identic 
2:10 NBA 

3:00 The New Leave It To Beaver 
3:30 White Heat — Ep. V 
4:30 Gillette World Sport Special 
5:(X) French Programme 
Sophie Et Virginie 

"UNE VISITE MYSTERIEUSE” 

5:30 ^^eties 

Cest Votie N^ew 
7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 Magazine 
7:30 News Headlines 
7:35 Carol And Company 
8:00 The Album Show 
8:50 The New Avengers 
9:40 >forieties 
10:00 News In English 
10:25 Movie — “Tbe Sea Woir 

Starring; Charles Bronson & Catherine Mary 

Stewan 

12:00 The Thom Birds 


Friday, Dec. 1, 1995 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


10:25 Second Chances (Drama) Part 2 
11:30 Feature — “And Ihen Iliece Was One” 

Staning: Amy Madigan & Dennis Boutsikaris 

Saturday, Dec. 2, 1995 


2:00 

2:30 

3:00 

3:30 

4:10 

4:30 

5:00 

5:30 

6:00 

7:00 

7:15 

7:30 

7:35 

8:00 

8:25 

9:10 

10:00 


1:00 

The Little Mermaids 

10:25 

1:30 

Beethoven 


1:45 

Lift-Off 

11:50 

2:00 

Bush School 

12:30 

2:25 

Space Rangers 


3:15 

Goldrush In Alaska 


4:05 

Movie. Games And Videos 


5:00 

French Programme 



Sophie Et Viiginie 

2:00 

5:30 

Telefilm 


Soleil D’Automne 

2:25 

7:00 

Le Journal 

3:00 

7:15 

Magazine 

3:15 


Sports Et Musique 

3:40 

7:30 

News Headlines 

4:00 

7:35 

Beyond 2000 

4:30 

8:00 

Natural Wonders Of Europe 

5:00 

8:45 

America’s Funniest people 


9:10 

Wolf 

5:30 

lOKX) News Id English 



Back To The Future 
Hairy And Tbe Hendersons 
Blue Heelers 
Only In Hollywood 
Tbe Adventures Of The Black Stallion 
Sky Trackers 
French Progr amme 
Frac tales 
Magazine 
Omnisciences 
Drama 

Cest Mon Histoie 
1^ Journal 
Magazine 
Faut Pas Rever 
News Headlines 
Major Dad 
First Flights 

Tbe Bold And Ihe Beautifril 
Star Trek ^ The Next Generation 
News In English 

Feature; *The Boy Nobody Wanted” 
Starring: Ginny Moore & Jonathan Willis 
L’histoiie Secrete Du Petiole 
My Good Frieod 


Sunday, Dec. 3, 1995 


The Flimstones 
Droopy Master Detective 
Family Playhouse 
Scientific Eye 
Pugwali’s Summer 

Tbe Adventures C>f The Black Stallion 
SkyTrackeis 
French Programme 
Fractals 
Serie 

Fruits Et Legumes 


6:00 Document 

Mille Ads D Civilisation 
7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 Magazine 

Sports Et Musique 
7:30 News Headlines 
7:35 Boogies Diner 
8:00 Cinema, Cinema 
8:25 Tbe Bold & Tbe Beautifril 
9:10 Varieties 
9:30 Heartbeat 
10:00 News In English 
10:25 Counter StrUte 
11:15 Anastasia Ep. 1 
12:00 My Two Wives 


Monday, Dec. 4, 1995 


2:00 Shelly Duvall’s Bedtime Stories 
2:30 Richie Rich ■ 

2:45 Dad 
3:05 Discover Magazine 
4:00 The Adventures Of The Black Stallion 
4:30 Sky Trackers 
5:00 French Programme 
Fractaies 
5:30 Serie 

Madame Le Proviseur 
7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 M^azine 
Nimbus 

7:30 News Headlines 
7:35 McHale’s Navy 
8:00 Inventions 

8:25 The Bold And Tbe Beautiful 

9: 10 Star Trek — The Next Generation 

10:00 News In English 

10:25 Anna EP. II 

11:15 The American Chan Show 

12:00 New York Undercover 


Tuesday, Dec. 5, 1995 


2:00 C^tain Planet 
2:30 Earth Star Voyager 


3:15 Run Tbe Gauntlet 
4:00 The Adventures Of The Black Stallion 
4:30 Sky Trackers 
5:00 French Programme 
Fractaies 
5:30 Serie 

Fruits Et Legumes 
6:00 Documentary 

Savoir Plus Sante 
7:00 . Le Journal 
7:15 Magazine 
Ushuaia 

7:30 News Headlines 

7:35 You Bet Your Life 

8:00 Tbe Secret Of The Treasure I sl a n ds 

8:25 Tbe Bold And The Beautifril 

9:10 True Blue 

10:00 News In English 

10:25 Feature: “Bombers” 

SlaiTing: Natalie Wood & Karl Malden 

12:00 Never Come Back (Part ni) 

Wednesday, Dec. 6, 1995 




2:00 

2:55 

3:00 

3:30 

4:00 

4:30 

5:00 


Inspector Gac^et 
Ghost Writer 
Tomoirow’s World 
Amazing Stories 

Tbe Adventures Of Tbe Black Stallion 
Sky Trackers 
French Prog ramme 
Fractaies 
Jeux 

Le Trophee Campus 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
SpOTts £t Musiqul 
News Headlines 
Anything For A Laugh 

Tbe Nature Of Things 
Tbe Bold And The Beautiful 

mnn ‘iT Ge“ration 

10:00 News In English 

10:25 Prism 

10:45 Law And Order 

11:30 Tbe Silk Road 

12:30 Second Thoughts 


5:30 

7:00 

7:15 

7:30 

7:35 

8:00 

8:25 

9:10 







r^^Arts & Culture 
^anct — 

iIJq ' Waterworld revisited 

Movie has more life in ancillary markets 


By John Bom 
The Associmed Press 
MjNTVERSAL city, Cali- 
.. fomia — Teas of diousaods 
: . of people are stili pouriog 
; -.'into a tbeatre to see 
. 'Waterworld — and stream- 
' ing out 20 minutes later 
‘ 'shakiiig tbeir heads in dis- 
’ ' belief. 

It’s not some mass walk.’ 
sOut, and ticket buyers are 
.. hardly demanding their 
money back. In its new 
■iucarDadoo as a live-action 
-Stunt show at Universal 
■ Studios Hollywood, the 
most expensive movie ever 
.... made has been turned into a 
: hit theme park attraction. 

The month-old “Water- 
. world — a live sea war 
spectacular” reportedly has 
*■' pushed local Universal 
: Studios attendance up more 
. than 40 per cent irom a year 
. • ago. 

The daredevil amphithe- 
' atie show, featuiing 50 
impressive stunts and a 
fieiy 40-foot (12-njecre) 
leap into a lagoon, is per- 
fonned up to 1 0 times a day 
before capacity audiences 
of 2,600. 

'To me. it kind of says 
(we) were right, we 
believed in the rilm and 
- stayed with it,” says David 
" Weitzoer. MCA Recreation 
Service's worldwide mar- 
keting president. 'The show 
has done very well.” 

The stunt show is one of 
several reasons why MCA's 
. Waterworld should not be 
considered the 3 rear's 
biggest box-office boon- 
doggle. The Kevin Costner 
futuristic thriller is perform- 
ing exceptionally well over- 
seas, grossing $157.1 mil- 
Uon so far — more dian the 
Tom Hanks smash ApoUo 
13. A Jan. 23 borne video 
release is expected to gener- 
ate more than 400,000 
North American videccas- 
sette sales, netting MCA 
another S20 million or so. 
.And MCA is considering 
adding a Waterworld attrac- 
tion to its Universal Studios 
Honda Theme Park. 

Amazingly, the SI 75 mil- 
lion movie has a chance to 
break even when all the dol- 
lars are totalled. T think it 
has a shot — 1 really do.” 
says Charles Gordon, the 
movie’s co-producer. In 
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Kevin Costner portrays 'The Mariner* in the movie Watenvorld 


reality. Waterworld will 
probably lose somewhere 
between $50 million and 
$25 million, a far cry horn 
the catastrophe many in the 
media predicted. 

The ancillary market pop- 
ularity of Waterworld 
proves a movie should not 
be judged by production 
budget and domestic box- 
office returns alone. The 
movie's continuing success 
also shows why Hollywood 
spends so much money on 
top stars and elaborate 
action movies: Everybody 
prefers big names and 
explosions. So if you're 
going to fail, sometimes, it's 
better to fail on a-.grand 
scale. V . 

Waterworld has -earned 
more than $88 roilUoa at 
U.S. and Canadian theatres 
— a small fortune cooh 
pared to almost eveiy other 
1995 release, a disappoint- 
ment given the film's cost. 
MCA executives believe the 
flurry of news stories about 
the film's spiralling budget 
and Cosmer's personal life 
(he divorced during its mak- 
ing! hurt domestic ticket 


sales. 

‘There were a lot of peo- 
ple who made up their 
minds before the film 
opened.” says Gordon. 
**The movie was reviewed 
(by the media) long before 
it was finished.” 

MCA. Cosmer and 
Gordon found the interna- 
tional media much more 
receptive to Waterworld. 
Cosmer made appearances 
around the globe promoting 
the film, and while some 
questions inevitably 

focused on the costs. 
Cosmer and the filmmakers 
were better able to talk 
about the movie itself not 
its finances. 

"It was not about the bud- ■• 
get — it was about the film- 
making process,” Gordon 
says. Ti was really refresh- 
ing,” 

Overseas moviegoers tend 
to prefer action films over 
character pieces. The 
Dutch, for instance, are far 
more interested in Water- 
world than The Bridges Of 
Madison County, even 
though the laner film made 
neariy as much as 


Waterworid in die United 
States. In the most recent 
international sales charts, 
Waterworld was the No. 2 
film in Brussels, third in 
France, No. 4 in Holland, 
10th in South Africa, fifth in 
Sweden and No. 2 in TaipeL 
All of the publicity sur- 
rounding the film's domes- 
tic theatrical release could 
help ±e movie in video 
stores. Thuiks to all the 
negative stories, most con- 
sumers at least have heard 
about Waterworld, generat- 
ing critical “awareness.” 

If audiences came to 
believe Waterworid wasn't 
worth a trip to the local mul- 
tiplex. they may not hesitate 
over a relatively cheap visit 
to the video rental store. 
(TeUingly, Waterworld is 
$tUl playing well in discount 
movie dieatres.) 

“A lot of people may not 
have gone to see the movie 
at $7 a ticket,” says Andrew 
Kairey. MCA Umversal 
Home Video's senior vice 
president for sales and mar- 
keting. "But they may be 
ready and primed to rent it 
forSl or $2.” 


Italy’s Antonioni debuts new film 
made despite debilitating stroke 


By Bob Thomas 
The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — 
When the Italian director 
Michelangelo Antooiooi 
suffered a stroke in 1985 
that paralysed his ri^bt 
side and robbed ms 
power of speech, every- 
one figur^ he would 
□ever make another film 
— everyone but Michel- 
angelo Antonioni. 

The recent American 
Film Institute's film fes- 
tival opened with a trib- 
ute to Antooiooi and the 
world premiere of his 
new film. Beyond The 
Qouds. Also SDOWD was 
a documenta^. To Me. 
To Make A Film Is To 
Live, shot by his wife 
Enrica during the film- 
ing of Beyond The 
Clouds. 

Both were here for the 
festival, along with the 
film's producer, Ste- 
phane Tchalgadjiefi. 
One morning in a bunga- 
low of a Westside hotel, 
all three talked about the 
new film and how a 
director (without speech 
could make it. 

Antonioni became one 
of the leaders in the 
flowering of Italian cine- 
ma following World War 
n. He achieved world- 
class status with such 
films as L’A\^entur^ 
The Red Desert and his 
English-language Blow- 
Up. He made one 
Hollywood film. 

Zabnskie Point 

His last major movie 
was in 1975, The 
Passenger, with Jack 
Nicholson. Last March, 


the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and 
Sciences gave him an 
honorary award for his 
achievements. 

Before Antoaioni 
entered the bungalow, 
his wife explains the 
aftermath ot the 1985 
stroke. 

“For three years, he 
had to understand how to 
change fiis life, how to 
live again,” she said. 
“For tlittee years, he did- 
n't accept his new condi- 
tion. and he wanted to 
recuperate his body and 
his speech and every- 
thing. His condition is 
roucTi tile same now. but 
he is better in bis com- 
prehension and his 
movement. 

“Inside, he is much 
improved. And his sense 
of visualising is even 
stronger. I think that 
silence is very powerful 
for this.” 

His desire to re-enter 
the film world returned, 
she said. In 1990. be 
attended the Cannes 
Film Festival, where 
restored prints of his 
classics were screened. 
He was heartened by the 
reception, especially 
from young film enthusi- 
asts, and staned thinking 
of another film. 

“Actually, I think he 
never stopped to chink 
about cinema,” Enrica 
Antonioni said. “He is 
always visualising, 
always thinking for a 
cinema, always in state 
of imagination. ” 

Antonioni prepared 
two previously written 
scripts but, both rimes. 


the financing fell 
through. Tliea Be chose 
four short scripts from 
his J983 book. Bowling 
Alley On The Tiber, 
which could be made on 
a smaller budget 

Since his illness made 
Antoaioni difficult to 
insure, a backup director 
was needed for Beyond 
The Clouds. The noted 
German director Wim 
Wenders agreed to serve 
(he also directed the 
Wraparound Beg innin g 
And End). 

Producer Tchalgadjieff 
obtained the $9 miHion 
financing: 60 per cent 
from France, 20 per cent 
apiece from Germany 
and Italy. 

Assembling the inter- 
national cast was easy. 
Such stars as Marcello 
Mastroiaruii, Jeanne 
Moreau, John Mal- 
kovich and Jeremy Irons 
welcomed the chance to 
woik with Antonioni. 
Filming took place 
entirely on location in 
Franire and Italy. 

At 83, Amonioni 
remains strikingly hand- 
some, with a shock of 
white hair and penetrat- 
ing eyes. 

Although he entered 
the hotel room leaning 
on the arm of his transla- 
tor and walking with 
measured steps and 
could say only one or 
two words in reply to 
questions, be was elo- 
quent in his facial 
expressions and left- 
armed gestures. Enrica, 
who seems to have a 
radar-like connection to 


his mind, filled in the 
rest 

After the stroke, did be 
chink he could direct 
again? 

Absolutely, he gestured 
with emphasis, and his 
wife laughed, T said no 
for three years, but I was 
wrong,” 

How could he direct 
without being able to 
speak to the actors? 

Explained the produc- 
er: “He directs by going 
over and over a scene 
and showing on the 
(video) screen some- 
times. He puts Che actors 
in position and shows 
them what he wants. It 
takes time. This film 
took more weeks than if 
he had been able to 
speak.” 

Enrica corrected with a 
laugh: “I would say four 
weeks less.” She added 
that Antonioni seldom 
took more than two or 
three takes for a scene, 
unless it was a compli- 
cated camera move. 

He was asked if his 
Hollywood experience 
with Zabriskie Point bad 
been pleasant A sour 
face and an emphatic 
“no.” 

^lU he make another 
film? 

An immediate “si.” A 
couple of projects have 
been ofiei^, his wife 
said. Antonioni indicated 
the only issue was not 
his condition, which he 
doesn't expect to 
improve, but the basic 
problem of serious film- 
makers: money. 
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Casino is latest movie to 
emerge from gaming capital 

By Robert Maey Riviera Casino, filming •m ir • aa 1 v 

The Associated Press from midnight to 10 a.m., JVXOVIG OtlGTS 3. lOOK 

LAS VEGAS — Elvis and crowds that jammed the • . — 

Ans-Margret swiveling flashy gambling area. nQcX 

across the silm screen. Rob^ Redford, Demi 


By Robert Maey 
The Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Elvis and 
Ann-Margret swiveling 
across the silm screen. 
Flying Elvises dropping 
from &e sky onto the gUtzy 
strip. Rt^>ert De Niro and 
Sh^Q Stone capturing the 
city’s sordid romance with 
the mob. 

Hollywood loves doing 
Vegas. 

The movie industry has 
long had a love affair with 
tiiis city, dating back to 
1946 «^en Roy Rogers and 
Dale Evans filmed 
Heildorado, and 1964 when 
Elvis Hesley and Ann- 
Margret starr^ in Viva Las 
Vegas. 

But the enchantment 
recently has intensified widi 
movies such as Casino, 
Leaving Las Vegas, 
Showgirls and Indecent 
Proposal filming here. 

Indusoy sources say the 
ciQr’s ^amour, dynamic 
growth and seedy past pro- 
vide a wealth of story ideas 
and unique locales. 

When the producers of 
CasiiU) arrived last year to 
chromcle titis gaming capi- 
tal's checkered history, one 
of the settings select^ was 
the shuttered landmark 
hotel. 

The oDce-elegant edifice 
was reduced to a pile of nib- 
ble on Nov. 7 in a qiectacu- 
lar implosion captured by 
— you guessed it — anoth- 
er movie company. 

Warner Bros, filmed the 
blast for a project entitled 
Mars Attach, which pro- 
ducer Urn Burton hopes to 
bring to tile screen in 1997. 

Casino, vriiich opens In 
U.S. theatres on Nov. 22. 
depicts the rise and fall of 
tl» mob in Las Vegas in the 
"Whea.' organise 
exune dtMvcrr;'. 

ai resorts. 

Director Martin Scorsese 
used more than 120 loca- 
tions in and around Las 
Vegas for the filming. Much 
was done at the Riviera 
Hocel-Casino. 

Scorsese was estivated 
by the din of the casino and 
the reali^ it provided for 
the film. 

T'U never forget that 
sound,” be said in a synop- 
sis of the movie. “The ener- 
gy was alive, people really 
winning, yelUng and 
screaming. We couldn’t tell 
them to quiet in order to 
get some dialogue — forget 
it — so we have it all on the 
soundtrack. It’s like a 
breaching mass of people 
and machines and money.” 
Universal Pictures crew 
spent 102 days filming 
Casino, more thu the 80 to 
^ days spent on most films 
here. 

The crew spent more than 
six weeks, four oigbts a 
week, in the crowded 


Riviera Casino, filming 
from midnight to 10 a.m., 
capmiing the overnight 
crowds that jammed the 
flashy gambling area. 

Rob^ Redford. Demi 
Moore and Woody Hairel- 
son used a similar setting — 
the sprawling casino at the 
Las Vegas Hilton — to 
negotiate a partner swap in 
Indecent Proposal. 

And Dustin Hoffrnan and 
Tom Cruise used the glitz of 
Caesars Palace as a back- 
drop for Rain Man. 

Rick Moranis opted for 
downtown's glitter gulch, 
and thousands of tourists 
lined the street to watch 
filming of a giant tennis 
shoe in the family movie 
Honey, I Blew Up The Kid. 

It's that type of charisma 
that is drawing a steady 
flow of film producers, 
according to Bob Hirsch, 
who has headed the state- 
run Nevada Motion Picture 
Division since its founding 
in 1983. 

“We have a city that is 
beguiling and intriguing to 
the motion picture indus- 
try.'* Hirsch said. “We have 
things here that you can't 
find in Atlantic City or on 
an Indian reservation or a 
riverboat” 

Hirsch said any major 
film is going to provide 
publicity for the city, 
“which of course is the 
lifeblood of our very exis- 
tence.” 

“As far as its artistic mer- 
its, I'm not an arbiter of 
what is good or bad for Las 
Vegas, nor do I serve as the 
state's censor.” he said. 

MGM-UA's Showgirls 
depicted the sensual journey 
of a fictional character who 
gyrates from stripper to 
showgirl star. It was a bomb 
at the box office, and drew 
mixed reviews 6pm r local 
resoas, 

“They brought the senpt 
to us, but our people said we 
wani^ nothing to do with 
it.” said Howard Stutz, a 
spokesman for Bally's-Las 
Vegas, home of the Jubilee 
show. which features 
Showgirls. 

Jim Seagrave, vice presi- 
dent of meeting and pub- 
lic relations at the Stardust, 
the locale for some of the 
film , said be expected the 
usual Hollywood stereotype 
of Las Vegas. 

“No one suggested it was 
going to be a documen- 
tary.” Seagrave said. 
“Hollywood is prone to 
stereotypes.” 

The Stardust features 

Showgirls in their Enter The 
Night production show. 

Representatives at Bally’s 
and the Tropicana Hotel, 
home of the show Folies 
Bergere. told Aeir show- 
girls not to talk to the media 
about the movie. 

Hirseb’s motion piemre 
office operates on a 


Casino is just the latest in long string of movies that 
have used Las Vegas as a theme or a backdrop. More 
than 70 movies have been made here, ranging back to 
Las Vegas Ni^ts in 1941. 

The Nevada Motion Picture Division has come up 
with a list that it considers the top 26 movies pro- 
duced in Las Vegas. 

Conspicuous by its absence is tiie recent box office I 
flop Showgirls, an NC-17-rated saga of a young i 
woman's rise from Las Vegas stripper to showgirl ! 
headliner. The movie was soundly panned by critics : 
and members of the show^l profesrion. 

The top 26, in alphabetic order: 

— Amazing Colossal Man (1957) starring Glen 
Langan, Cathy Downs. 

— Bugsy (1991-92) - Warren Beatty, Annette 
Benning. 

— C^no (1994-95) - Sharon Stone, Robert De 
Niro, Joe Pesci. 

— Diamonds Are Forever (.1971) - Sean Connery, 
Jill St. John. 

— Electric Horseman (1979) - Robert Redford, 
Jane Fonda. 

— The Joker Is Wild (1957) - Frank Sinatra, MRzi 
Gaynor, Jeanne Crane. 

— The Godfather (1972) - Marlon Brando, James 
Caan, Al Pacino, Ihlia Shire, Robert Duvall, Diane 
Keaton. 

— Hrildorado (1946) - Roy Rogers, Date Evans, 
Gabby Hayes. 

— Honey, I Blew Up The Kid (1993) - Rick Moranis. 

— Honeymoon In Vegas (1993) - Janies Caan, 
Nidiolas Cage, Sarah Jessica Parker. 

— Indecent Proposal (1993) - Robert Redford, 
Demi Moore, Woody Harreison. 

— The Las Vegas Story (1952) « Jane Rnssell, Victor 
Mature, Vincent Price. 

— Las Vegas Nights (1941) - Phil Regan, Bert 
Wheeler, Tommy Dorsey and Orchestra. 

— Lost in America (1985) - Albert Brooks, Julie 
Hagerty. 

— Meet Me In Las Vegas (1956) - Dan Dailey, Cyd 
Charisse, Agnes Moorehead. 

— Melvin And Howard (1980) Jason Robards Jr., 
Paul Lemat, Mary Steenbergen. 

— Midnight Run (1988) - Robert De Niro, Charies 
Grodin. 

— > Ocean’s Eleven (1960) - Frank Sinatra, Dean 
Martin. Joey Bishop, Peter Lawford, An^e 
Dickinson. 

— O God, Von Devil (1984) - George Boms, R<m 

Silvtf. '■....■1 

Prizad's fiODonr (1985) - Jack Nicholson, 
Kathleen Turner, Angelica Houston, Robert Loggia. 

— Rain Man (1988) - Dustin HofCman, Tom Cruise, 
Valeria Golina. 

— Rocky IV (1985) - Sly StaDone, Burt Young, Talia 
Shire, Carl Weathers, Brigette Nielsim, Dolph 
Lnndgren. 

— Starman (1984) - Jeff Bridges, Karen AUen. 

Thief (1981) - James Caan, Thesday Weld, James 

Belusbi, Willie Nelson. 

■— Things Are Tough AD Over (1982) - Cbeecb 
Marin, Tommy Chong, Rip Taylor. 

— ^Tva Las Vegas (1964) - Elvis Presley, Ann- 
Margret 


$500,000 annual budget 

In the past fiscal year, 
movie companies spent $83 
million in Nevada on 
wages, goods and services, 
Hirsch said. 

Then there's the intangi- 
ble image factor. 

Hlins produced in Las 
Vegas deliver the city's 
image around the world six 
ways. Hirsch said. Fust 
there's motion pictures. 
±en pay-per-view televi- 
sion. videotape rental, pre- 
mium cable (HBO. 


Showtime), network televi- 
sion and finally syndication. 

Hirsch said a “miniexo- 
dus" of many film profes- 
sionals from southern 
California to Las Vegas and 
featiues such as a new 
I5,CKX)-square-foot sound 
stage here are malting film- 
maJting more attractive in 
southern Nevada. 

“As long as this exodus 
continues, it makes Las 
Vegas even more attractive 
for making movies,” he 
said. 


Bergman bows out of the theatre for good 


STOCKHOLM tAFP) — 
Ingmar Bergman, Swe^n’s 
legendary director and pro- 
ducer, wiU quit tbe stage 
and screen for good next 
spring to dedicate himself to 
his writing at his Baltic 
island home, and a life he 
caDs “a comfortable beU.” 

Thirt^n years after he 
vowed to never make anoth- 
er movie — a promise be 
has kept — Bergman. 77, 
announced that next spring 
will see tbe end of his career 
as a theatre director, even 
though it is “the most 
important thing to me”. 

In a rare interview — so 
rare tiiat each one risks 
being his last — the reclu- 
sive Swede admitted to the 
Swedish daily Expiessen 
that be felt “incredibly 
relieved” after makiDg the 
decision to move from 
Stockholm to his home on 
Faaioe on the island of 
Gotland. 

“Now I am free, or soon 
anyway,” he said. Before 
then, be must through 
three premieres in Sweden. 
The first, Yvone, Princess of 
Bourgogne, written by 
Poland's Witold Gom- 
brovricz, at Sweden's Royal 
TbeaCre (Dramaien). 

In April, Tbe Bacchanals 
will open ai the theatre, and 
the play Larmar Och Goer 
Sig Till will appear on tele- 



Ingmar Bergman 

vision in die fall of 1996. 

“Every day I long for 
Faaroe. the only place in the 
world where I feel at 
home." said tbe creator of 
45 films for the big screen 
and five for television. 

Bergman , felt the need to 
move to Faaroe after his 
wife of 25 years, Ingrid, 
died in May, saying his 
“personal situation had 
changed so radicaUy.” It 
was a “totally unexpected 
scenario” for an artist who 
had previously said that be 
would have to be dragged 
feet first out of the chteatre. 

He will now focus all his 
energy on his writing. - 
‘Through the years I've 
realised Aac it is more and 


more fun to write, just for 
the love of writing.*' But he 
has no concerns about hav- 
ing his work published; “I 
don't give a damn if it gets 
publi^ed or not. I can 
afford that." 

Beigman will not be leav- 
ing the theatre without 
regrets. ‘Tt does feel strange 
to break wi± this theatre 
where 1 have spent thirty 
years," he said, adding 
rapidly though that “1 do not 
consider myself irreplace- 
able.” 

Already at the age of nine, 
the young Beigman was an 
avid spectator of plays per- 
formed at the prestigious 
theatre where Greta Garbo 
made her debut in the 1 920s. 


And he continued to play 
a silent role in the tfa^tre 
when he himself took to the 
stage to direct several gen- 
erations of actors in 84 
plays: “My old teacher 
Torsten Hamraaran always 
said the two most important 
things for a director were to 
be quiet and listen.” 

His future on Faaroe, 
where he has kept a home 
for many years, will be a 
quiet and tranquil one. 
Starting his day at 4:30 
a.m., his daily life will be a 
strict routine. “Hard and 
disciplined work is a good 
corset," he said. 

And every day at three 
p.m., he will watch an old 
movie in his private cinema, 
continuing a long-time ritu- 
al. 

He watches two films 
every year Akira 
Kurosawa’s Rashomon and 
Victor Sjoesiroem's 
Koerkarlen, which 

Bergman calls “the greatest 
cinematographic master- 
piece ever made.” 

Defending himself against 
critics who say he is all 
gloom and darioiess, the 
creuor of Cries And 
Whispers, Persona and 
Fanny And Alexander main- 
tains that he too can “read a 
fun book and take a walk". 

“It's a comfortable hell,” 
be said. 
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New study links Aspirin, Ibnprofen to serious gastrointestinal bleeding 


By Steve Sakson 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The pain- 
kiUer wars are flariog s^am 
— but this time the fight is 
over what the drugs do to 
your stomach, not your 
head. 

A study, finan ced by the 
creators of TyleuoU lioJts its 
rivals in the over-the- 
counter analgesic market to 
severe and somedmes-fatal 
bleeding in the digestive 
systeuL 

The findings, announced 
at a scientific nieetmg, drew 
an immediate denunciation 
from the makers of Advil 
and Aspirin, who called 
them misleading and self- 
serving. Advil's makers said 
the real purpose is to divert 
attention from findings last 


year linking Tylenol to tiver 
damage. 

The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) 
called the study's methods 
flawed and said most people 
who occasionally take non- 
{»esciipdon painkillers of 
all kinds, including Tylenol, 
have littie to wooy about. 

However, those who take 
the drugs in large doses and 
frequently for chronic prob- 
lems like arthritis should 
always consult their doctors 
first, said the FDA, repeat- 
ing warnings already stated 
on the product labels. 

*'ntis study has some seri- 
ous and important defects, 
yet we do ^y ^tendon to 
all data collected,'* said Dr. 
Michael Weintraub. the 
FDA official who oversees 
non-prescription drugs and 


many painkillers. 

Mwufactuxers of over- 
the-counter painkillers are 
well-known for their 
aggressive mariteting tactics 
as they vie for dominance in 
the S3 billion per year 
domestic market The prodr 
ucts are also sold abroad. 

Ad campai^s totalling 
hundreds of mTuto ps of dol- 
lars are commoo, some- 
times followed by suits and 
coumersuits as companies 
challenge each other's 
claims. 

The latast fight was trig- 
gered at the annual meeting 
of the American College of 
Gastroeocerology. the doc- 
tors who treat (hgestive dis- 
eases. 

Doctors David Peura of 
the University of Virginia 
and Frank a private 


physician in Houston, said 
tteir study of 1.2fiQ patients 
showed those who took 
over-the-counter paizikillers 
known as oon-steroidal anti- 
ioflammatoiy drugs, or 
NSAIDs. weie nearly three 
rimgit as likely to develop 
severe ^strointestioal 
bleeding. 

[f those patienis drank 
alcohol, the likelihood rose 
to 4 times, the docu>rs said. 

Commonly us^ NSA^ 
include Aspirin-based drugs 
like Bayer ^irin, Anadn 
and Excedrin; drugs like 
Advil, Motrin IB and 
Nuprin, with the active 
ingredient Ibuprofen; and 
the newest paioldller. Akve, 
with the active ingredient 
oaproxea sodium. 

The study was conducted 
this summer among 600 


gastroenterologists who 
answered a survey about 
patients. Ninety per cent of 
the patients were hospi- 
talised. several died 
more than half required 
blood transfusions, said Dr. 
Peuia. 

NSAIDs have long been 
suspected of causing gastric 
bleeding and other problems 
when in tbeir stronger 
prescription strengths. 

The researchers said this 
k the first study showing a 
link with weaker non-pre- 
scription versions. No simi- 
lar dangers were found with 
acetamin(^>hen. the active 
ingredient in Tylenol, and 
the researchers said it was a 
better alternative. 

Despite their findings, Dr. 
Peura and Dr. Lanza 
stopped ^ort of saying the 


NSAIDs actually cause 
bleeding — they singly 
said there seems to be a link. 
Id fact most pet^le will 
probably be fine, they said. 

‘*No one ever disputes that 
Aspirin and the other 
NSAIDs are extremely 
valuable drugs with numer- 
ous indications,” said Dr. 
Peura. ‘1 just think both the 
lay public and physicians in 
general need to recognise 
that sometimes they can be 
associated with problems.” 
Although the study was 
paid for by Tylenol's maker 
Johnson and Johnson, Dr. 
Peura insisted it was objec- 
tive. Drug companies sup- 
port other research by the 
college, he said. 

lyienol and other drug- 
makers also support tte 
annual meeting itself. In 


fact a full-page Tylenol ad 
appears in a meeting 
newsletter, directly opposite 
an article announcing the 
study results. 

The FDA's Weintraub said 
the study was flawed for a 
number of reasons. Since 
the data came from doctors 
who volunteered to partici- 
pate by mailing back a sur- 
vey, the study couldn’t 
account for any biases in 
those physicians. Most of 
the p£deni5 were already 
sick so might be prone to 
bleeding. The study also 
didn’t account for whether 
patients took the ri^t 
dosages, for how long, and 
their alcohol intake. 

Advil’s makers. American 
Home f^ucts, released a 
stateixteQt pointing out that 
several scientiflc studies last 


year linked TylenOl to liver 
and kidney damage, espe- 
cially when used witii alco- 
hol, resulting in a decline in 
Tylenol sales. 

The latest survey is ’'self 
serving and not ^ven by 
science bat by the adverse 
publicity associated with 
acetaminc^hen,’' the state- 
ment said 

The Aspirin Foundation 
Infotmatioa Service, a 
group funded by A^irin 
makers, also condemned the 
study. 

Consumers may get some 
objective flodiogs soon on 
acetaminopben and 

NSAIDs and their safety. 
Mr. Weintraub said the FDA 
is completing a new round 
of research on the drugs, 
which it will report in com- 
ing months. 


Efforts to extend life prolong 
dying, medical study shows 


By Karen Lowe 
Agence France Presse 

LOS ANGELES — 
Efforts to extend the 
life of seriously ill 
patients often prolongs 
the dying, according to 
a study % researchers 
at the University of 
California at Los 
Angeles. 

Ine largest rfifiigal 
study ever conducted 
in foe United States of 
some 10,000 seriously 
ill patients was pub- 
lished in foe Nov. 21 
issue of the Journal of 
American Medical 
Association. 

Doctors do not clearly 
convey a patient^ 
chances for survival 
while patients and foe 
families fail to discuss 
their wishes soon 
enoufih, according to 
the £Z8 million ^dy 
funded by the Robert 
Wood Johnson 

Foundation. 

^There is a significant 
mismatch between the 
health care many seri- 
ously ill and dying peo- 
ple want and what th^ 
get,” said study investi- 
gator Dr. Neil Wenger, 


assistant professor at 
foe Umverslty of 
California at Los 
Angeles School of 
Medicine. 

Hospital environ- 
ments with high-tech, 
invarive procedures 
are seared to preserve 
life for medicm condi- 
tions that would have 
previously resulted 
more quickly in death, 
Dr. Wenger said. 

‘^ese same tech- 
niques, however, can 
also prolong dyiira and 
make it a painfuT and 
mechanical process. 
The problem is that foe 
system often does not 
know when or how to 
stop,” he said. 

Ine study also sur- 

E rised researchers 
ecause even when spe- 
cially trained person- 
nel were used to hrip 
foe commura'cation 
between doctors, pa- 
tients and families, foe 
outcome was no differ- 
ent 

That phase of the 
study involved 4,301 
patients who suffered 
trom late stage cancer, 
pulmonary disease, 
respiratory failure, 


coofiestive heart failure 
an^ chronic liver dis- 
ease. 

Even though those 
patients and foeir fam- 
lUes were informed of 
the poor prognosis, 
they still pursue pro- 
cedures that proloi^ed 
foe patienrs lives 
despite the accompany- 
ing pain. 

‘We were stunned to 
find that it didn’t make 
a bit of difference,” Dr. 
Wenger said. 

‘The reasons for this 
are ingrained in our 
society. Physicians are 
taught to save lives, 
that death is a failure. 
Patients and families 
have come to expect 
miracles. 

“It’s easier for every- 
one — professionals 
and patients alike — to 
follow foe usual path of 
aggre^'ve ^ treatment, 
even as .it becomes 
clear that it is not 
working,’* he added. 

Dr. Wenger said that 
foe ‘^stem has to 
downshift to foe pallia- 
tive mode when that is 
what foe patient would 
want,” and that is 
something best deter- 


mined while the patient 
is well enough to par- 
ticipate id treatment 
decisions, 

often, he said, 
discusaoos about what 
treatment would entail 
and foe quality of life 
that would result do 
not occurr untii the 
patient is no longer 
able to make the deci- 
sions. 

The study found that 
in 47 per cent of the 
cases, doctors did not 
know whether the 
patients wanted car- 
mopuimonary resusd- 
tation. 

Also, half the patients 
able to communicate in 
foe last three days of 
life said foey were in 
acute pain. 

*‘Sufferii^ while 
dying must be recog- 
nised as a bad outcome 
of the health care sys- 
tem,” said Dr. Wenger. 

The study’s authors 
suggest establishing 
guidelines for caring 
for dying patients and 
encouragii^ physi- 
cians, patients and 
families to collaborate 
on a plan for dying. 
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From dung to yak bone, 
contraceptives go on display 


jEtr Belinda GrddamUh 
Rtvter 

SYDNEY — If a gynaecol- 
ogist recommended wear- 
ing a yak bone necklace or 
using a crocodile dung pes- 
sary to prevent unwanted 
pregnancies, be or she 
would be called aquack. 

But to the women in 
ancieot Egypt in 1000 BC, 
or even to some Nepalese 
women today, this does not 
seem so fanciful. 

**We tend to think contra- 
ception started in the 196^ 
but in fact various forms of 
contraceptives have been 
available for centuries," 
said Megan Hicks, a senior 
curator at Sydney's 
Powerhouse Museum, who 
has spent four years compil- 
ing an exhibition of comra- 
cqitives duougbout tte 
ages. 

Although the ^U. intra- 
uterine devices (lUDs) and 
condoms have ' revolu- 
tionised the battle against 
□□wanted pregnancy, 
women in some countries 
still rely on charms and 
herbs for coatraception. Ms. 
Hicks said al the opemng of 
her exhibition. 

“Just last year a Tibetan 


woman in Nepal sold this 
yak tone necldace (on dis- 
play at the exhibition) to a 
colleague of mine, saying 
wearing it would stop her 
having any babies and it had 
woikto for her sister," Ms. 
Hides said 

Ms. Hicks' research took 
her back 3,000 years to 
ancient Eygpt when ingredi- 
ents and mdhods for vari- 
ous contraceptives were 
recorded on papyrus scrolls. 

These meth^ included 
washing out the vagina with 
honey and natron — a nam- 
raJly occuring sodium car- 
bonate — or inserting a 
plug made of crocodle 
dung. 

A tampon made of ground 
acacia leaves, dates and 
honey applied to cotton was 
also popular with Oeopaira 
and her peers. 

Women in the ancient 
Greek city-state of Cytcnc 
in north Africa arouodfiOD- 
400 years BC relied bn the 
sap of the plant silphium, 
related to the giant fennel, 
as a coutraceptive. 

"It was so successful they 
even exportto tiiis plant, 
stacqpiDg its image on their 
coins, ato it was harvested 
to extinctioD," Ms. Hicks 


said. 

"But it is quite probable it 
did work because research 
by pharmacologists on labo- 
ratoiy rodents who were 
given a similar plant has 
found tbeir birth rate goes 
down." she said. 

Ms. Hicks said the use of 
plants and herbs for contra- 
ception or to induce abor- 
tions was common through- 
out the world. 

"But in Western Emopean 
societies a lot of that knowl- 
edge got lost in the middle 
ages because it was oral 
knowledge passed on by 
midwives." sbe said. "When 
men took over the medical 
professions a lot of that 
women's knowledge disap- 
peared.** 

Other references to con- 
trac^tion were found in the 
ancient book of Hebrew 
law, the Talmud,- which 
mentions “spongy sub» 
stances" used to {Hevent 
spenn entering the uterus, 
and the Greek physician 
Soranus’ work refers to pes- 
saries. 

Women in the middle 
ages, towever. weren't so 
lucl^. 

When tbeir husbands set 
off to fight in the crusades 


or holy wars they were 
locked into metal chastity 
belts that not only sti^iped 
unwanted pregnancies but 
also unwanted advances. 

Ms. Hicks said contracep- 
tion was largely left to 
women but the fli^ condom 
appeared in about 1600 to 
1700, and was seen as n^ 
as a means to block veneial 
diseases like syphilis and 
gonorrhoea as a cootracq)- 
tive. 

The first condons woe 
made of linen but later mod- 
els were foshiemed from 
sheep intestines, tied at the 
base with a ribbon. 

Ms. Hicks said Casanova 
used condoms, reforring to 
them as “that wondofiil 
preventative agaiost an 
accident which might lead 
to frightful repentance". 

Sbe said the “condom rev- 
olution" occurred in the 
1850s with the vulcanisa- 
tipn of rubber and again in 
the -1 930s wi tb the inventiou 
of liquid latex. 

Ms. Hicks said she bqped 
to take the exUbitiou, 
Taking Precautions. The 
Story Of Ckmtniceptioa, 
throughout Australia and 
even overseas a year’s 
run in Sydney. 


U.S. CDC: Purported aphrodisiacs can be deadly 


ATLANTA (R) — Pro- 
ducts sold as aphrodisi- 
acs. often packaged with 
no instructions Tor use, 
warning labels, or lists of 
inaeefients, can be lethal, 
U.S. Federal health offi- 
cials warned. 

The U.S. Centres for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDQ said 
purported aphrodisiacs 
have claimed the lives of 
four men in New York 


City in the past three 
years. 

The pro^cts, intended 
to be applied to the skin, 
containto digoxin, a 
heart stimulant obtained 
from dried foxglove 
leaves, as well as steroids 
that have similar effects. 

In two of the four cases, 
the men died of heart 
problems within 24 hours 
after ingesting the prod- 
uct, sold as a dark brown 


cube and marketed under 
names such as "Love 
Stone" and "Rock Hard." 

Similar products have 
been seized from sus- 
pend drug traffickers in 
Miami, New York City, 
Philadelphia and Tampa, 
Florida, as well in North 
Carolina and Viiginia, 
the CDC said. 

Such 'products usually 
escape federal regulation 
by avoiding makin g any 


health claims as to poten- 
tial benefits. 

Researchers found the 
product in the New Yo± 
cases was identical to a 
traditional Chinese med- 
ication called Chan Sn 
and contained the same 
type of steroids found in 
teas made from the ole- 
ander shrub and the fox- 
glove plant 


Should children 
receive ear tubes? 

By Haya Kardsbeb 

EACH YEAR more than 600,000 children who have 
had repeated middle-ear 'infectioiis (otitis mefoa) 
undergo surgery for insertion of tiny plastic tympa- 
nostomy tubes. This helps to prevent Ouid, or e^- 
sioD* from re-accumulaling in the middle ear. But a 
recent study reported that nearly one fourth of foe 
surgeries are inappropriate. Giving a child antibi- 
otics or letting the eflbsion clear up on its own m^ 
be Just as effective. 

“Doctors and parents want to help these children, 
but sometimes the best thing tb^ could do is wmt,” 
says study aothor Lawrence C. Kleinman, MJ>. asso- 
ciate dilator of the clinical - effectiveness pro- 
graoune at children’s hospital, in Boston. 

“Most kids outgrow foe condition eventually.” 

Other experts jlisagree. 

“This study doesn’t address foe impact of foe 
chronic temporary bearing loss that children experi- 
ence, or foe risk of recurring infections while waiting 
for foe problem to resolve.” 

The U.S. Public Health Service has Just issued clear 
guidelines on bympanostomy that all experts 
endorse: It should be performed only on children 
who have bad effusion for three months and have 
experienced bearing loss in both ears. 

“If a doctor recommends ear tubes for your child, 
ask him or her how long the fluid has been present, 
bow severe foe hearing loss is, and whether other 
treatment options have been exhausted.” If all of 
these criteria have been met foe tympansotomy may 
be the right choice. 


Thought for this week 

What is it to be a gentleman? The first to thank and the 
last to conq)lain? 

— Serbian proverb 


ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. (Thej highest town (or city at the top). (From the 
Greek akro= highesL polis * city.) 

2. A^ limitation (Strategic Anns Limitation Thlks), 

3. (Irene was the Greek goddess of peace). 

4. Animals of the open sea, far from any shore, such 
os the jelly-fish, the whale sharks, whales, young her- 
ring a great variety of small crustaceans. (Living or 

grovmg at or near the surface of the oceans). 

1 . j then introducei (46 BC 

Jollsn Calendar was based cm a solar 
cycle of 365 1/4 days, but this was superceded by the 
Gregonan Calendar which rectified the oveiplos of a 
"w mnutes each year, and was adopted in England in 

6. Patricide and incesL (He murdered his father. 
Laius. and mamed his mother Jocasta), 

***** 
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«| By Rami G. Khoan 
'ijpeda/ to tile Jmdan Times 

* R I T I S H 
- \RCHAEOLOGIST Kay 
' *rag of Mandiester Uni- 
lOsiQr Museum has been 
. nndncting excavations, 
orv^ and etfanographic 
.esearch in the Wacfi Kef> 
ein region of-the soutfaem 
ordan Valley for the past 
0 years, since she first 
tarted ber PhD thesis field- 
;K)ik in 1965. One would 
hink that she bad ex- 
lansted the known ates in 
. be area during fiiat time — 
■'lut a brief two-week ex- 
dcaatory season earlier fiib 
lutumn has dramatically 
eaffirmed two fninciples 
hat condnoe to define the 
mtiquhies of Jordan: The 
•kfaiiess of the country in 
erms of undocumented 
ites, and the danger diat 
. uany sites oontinne to face 
Tom illegal excavations and 
omb-Fobbing. 

Prag's fieldwoik in 
September and October 
limed to adiieve two goals: 

.o compare 1953 aerial 
photographs against the ex- 
sting sites on the ground in 
prder to see bow many sites 
/horn 1953 still exist today, 
l|md to study three relatively 
anexamined antiquities 
ates in die area where Wadi 
Kefiein enters die Jordan 
Yall^ floor. 

Her assessment of sites 
dtat were identified on the 
1953 photos from the Hunt- 
ing Air Survey shows that 
most of the sites in the 
foothills are still there, but 
many sites in tbe alhivial 
Biea ak^ the v^ley floor 
have disappeared, mainly 
because diey were located 
in flat land that has since 
been heavily farmed. This 
si^gests diat a considerable 
number of antiquities sites 
in Jmdan could profitably 
be documented by doser 
analyas of ««ting aerial 
photographs, and thus 
perhaps saved for posterity 
by some fast rescue work 
ara feodug off of important 
sites. 

The area that she ex- 
plored on foot is right 
around the site of Tell 
Hanmiam, just below the 
Wadi Kefrein Dam. From 


British scholar sheds new light on ancient 
forts in southern Jordan Valley 


hw own visual observations 
doling eircavadon seasons 
at Tell Hammam and near- 
ly Tell Zktann, and from 
{Moneering surveys done in 
1933 by ^ Frendi sdwlar 
Alexis Mallon, she wanted 
to adiieve two goals: to 
eaqilore the remains at three 
ates that were located widi- 
in a few hundred metres of 
one anoffier, and to try to 
determine vdiat if any rela- 
tiondiip diese sites had to 
one another in andent 
times. 

Tbe first ate she ejqilored 
was a **forf' that Mallon 
bad called TeD El Hebbesa, 
located east oi TeD Ham- 
mam, on slightly hi^er 
ground and across tbe mod- 
em road. Immediately east 
and above Hebbesa was 
another “fort” that Mallon 
had also noted, and that 
Dr. Prag has dabbed tbe 
**platean fort,** because of 
its location on an elevated 
friatean. The third **foit,** 
winch she first discovered in 
1965, called TeQ Barakat, 
sits on a qMir of land just 
north of Kefrein Dam. 
While studying Tell Bara- 
kat tins year, Dr. Prag disc- 
overed an adjacent townate 
dating from the Early 
Bronxe Age (3300-2000 
BC) and possibly tbe Iron 
Age (1200-539 BQ. Her 
ISm season darifM the 
nature of most of tiiese 
rites, and generated tenta- 
tive condnrions about how 
these sites related to one 
another in three andmit 
periods — tbe Early 
Bronze, Iron, and Rcmiao- 
Byzantine eras. 

TeU El Hebbesa. as Mal- 
lon correctly suggeried, b a 
fort surrounded ^ a forti- 
fication wall with many 
buflt stru ctur es inside, most 
of ^rincfa have ocdhqised or 
eroded. Many of the walls 
that MaHon nolsd in his 
plauDS in 1933 are not visible 
today or have disappear 
due to quarrying or illicit 
excavation; bis |4ans have 



The Plateau Fort: Hie North Bide of (be gate tower showing mcgalitliic stoiM. Hugh Barnes as scale; 
from the north (Photo by Kay Prag) 


-not only proved remarkably 
accurate, but they are aig« 
very ioq>ortant for prmerv- 
ing infonnatioD th^ is no 
longer physicaDy available 
to scholars today. 

The Hebbesa complex 
measures approximately 
100x80 metres. An 
aqueduct led into tbe fort 
from the east, and fed at 
least five internal dstems, 
on tbe lower terrace below 
the acropolis area. The 
aqueduct eonqirised a rock- 
cut channel near die fort’s 
eastern end, measuring 
nearly half a metre wide 
and nearly a metre deep. In 
some places, tbe duumel 
was carried over tbe wadi 
on a 2.3-metre-wide doifole 
stone-faced aqueduct sup- 
ported piers and ardies. 
The dstems were partly 
rock-cot and partly built, 
were nicely plastoed in- 
side, and, judging by tbe 
arcfaitectara] remains, had 
vaulted roofr. *The size of 


the channel, aqueduct and 
dstems,** Dr. mg tM the 
Jordan Times in a recent 
interview in Amman, “sug- 
gest a good water supply." 

A small tower on the 
south-east comer of tbe 
acropolis has been quarried 
away in modem times. An 
important feature not visi- 
ble to Mallon is die substan- 
tial retaining walls that once 
supporteS the upper 
dtadel. Some of the f^*s 
outer fortification walls 
were three metres wide and 
had foDT-metre-deep found- 
ations, indicating their large 
size and considerable 
sttengdi. 

Why was such a strong 
facility with such substantial 
fresb water reservoirs 
needed in this spot? Mallon 
suggested the fort was 
Herodian in date, perteps a 
sister fortress to a siniilar 
stnictme near Jeridio on 
die west ride of the Jordan 
Valley. The fort’s primaty 


function may have been to 
protect the not springs that 
now emerge onto sur- 
face just west of the site. 
Or, this may have been one 
of several forts that K^ 
Herod used during his milit- 
ary campaigns against the 
Nabataeans and odier in- 
digenous tribes east of the 
Jordan River, Dr. Prag sug- 
gests. Her survey revealed 
mosdy Early and Late Ro- 
man and Byzantine sherds 
at TeU El Hebbesa, and ^ 
layout also suggests a 
By^tine period date. She 
believes the fort clearly 
played both a strategic 
lookout and protection 
role, and also guarded the 
adjacent hot springs. 

Interestingly, this hilltop 
site seems to have i^y^ 
the same defenshreAtrategic 
role for thousands of years. 
Along with its Roman- 
Byzantine role, it was used 
as a military fedlity by the 
Ottoman army around 


1917, and until recently was 
used by the Jordanian 
army. The adjacent Pbteau 
Fort played the same role in 
tbe Iron Age — indicating 
repeated re-use of the same 
spot by security forces over 
a span of some 3000 years, 
from tbe Iron Age to the 
late 20th century. 

The Plateau Fort just east 
of and above Tell El- 
Hebbesa is a roughly square 
structure that measures 
around 50x50 metres. It 
shows the remains of a cen- 
tral build^, and in its out- 
er fortification has a 
double-chamber gateway 
that is typical of the Iron 
Sherds ooUected there 
'date mainly from die Iron 
although a few Early 
Bronze Age sherds have 
also been found. 

AU three sites — Hebes- 
sa, the Plateau Fort and 
Tell Hammam — - are 
vulnerable to illegal excava- 


tions and tomb robbing, 
partly because of a lo<^ 
legend that the Ottoman 
army had stored money or 
treasures there when it 
evacuated tbe area during 
World War I. Immediately 
south of Tell El-Hebbesa, a 
ridi field of at least 20 
■dolmens megalitbic 
stone-built tombs from tbe 
Bronze and Iron Ages — 
has been almost totally rob- 
bed out by treasure hun- 
ters. The case for protec- 
tiOD measures is urgent and 
very strong, as many rites in 
this area have not been 
thoroughly studied by scho- 
lars and known rites are 
bei^ robbed on a sporadic 
basis. 

Tbe third site Dr. Prag 
explored this year is TeO 
Barakat. wht^ she had 
noted in 1965 but never 
studied or mapiped. It is, 
like TeU El Hebbesa, a fort 
from the Early and Late 
Roman and Byzantine 
periods, according to tbe 
surface pottery sherds she 
collected. It also has an 
outer fortification wall, 
probably rodc-cut dstems 
m a lower endosure, and an 
iqiper acropolis measuring 
some 1200 square metres. 
Remains of other internal 
structures are not very visi- 
ble on the sorfece, but 
probably exist below 
ground level. 

While exploring Tell 
Barakat, on a large, iso- 
lated hfll just to the west 
Dr. Prag discovered a large 
walled townrite from tbe 
Early Bronze Age. with a 
few remnants of mudbrick 
stmetures on its soudi ride. 
A central dqnossion may 
have been an Early Bronze 
Age reservoir that collected 
water from surface run-off. 
An aqueduct United this site 
to Biuret, fort in the Ro- 
man period, but the oti^ 
of tbe townrite is dearly in 
the Eariy Bronze Age. It 
was also perhaps used as a 


cuitic site in the Iron Age, 
to Judge from pottery re- 
mains of possible cult Sor 
don vessels. Pottery para- 
Uels indicate that this would 
have occurred either during 
the Eail^ Bronze or the 
Iron periods. 

The ridi information de- 
rived from this brief field 
season suggests to Dr. Prag 
that various combinations 
of sites were used contem- 
poraneously in several 
different andent periods. 
TeU El Hammam, the EB- 
Iron Age townrite above 
Barakat, and the Plateau 
Fort aU show Early Bronze 
and/or iron A^ use, and 
may have been occupied at 
the same time as part of 
defensive systems in this 
strategic and water-rich 
area. Tbe TeU Barakat and 
TeU El Hebessa forts were 
both used during the Eariy 
and the Late Roman- 
Byzantine periods, and 
probably served the same 
purpose. Dr. Prag notes 
that TeU Barakat fort faces 
south and TeU El Hebbesa 
fort faces north — i.e., tiiey 
were in easy signalling dis- 
tance, even wi&n slumting 
distance. Perhrqis Barakat 
fort controlled access up the 
Wadi Kefrein (which was 
not visible from Hebbesa), 
vriiile the hiU behind Bara- 
kat fort provided a strateric 
panoramic view towards tbe 
north-west, which was also 
not visible from Hebbesa. 

Some evidence exists for 
an andent road crowing tbe 
Wadi Kefrein at this point 
and then going up to the 
Hisbao area, which suggests 
an additional strategic 
reason for the location of 
tile Roman era forts. 

Dr. Prag’s work is being 
funded by the Seven PiUars 
of Wisdom Trust, and is 
being conducted in coop- 
eration with the Jordan D^ 
partment of Antiquities aud 
the British Institute at Am- 
man for Archaeology and 
Ifistoiy. The detailed sm^ 
vey of the three forts was 
the work of Hu^ Barnes of 
the Biitirii Institute at Am- 
man, and .the project had 
the assBCmoe of Sara Hadidi 
of tbe Department of Anti- 
quities. 


sw 


Regent urges coordination 






Prizice Hassan stressed the 
- . ted to develop the eoono- 
•ic and legal envirorunent to 
-ake it aUe to meet the 
seds of international 
' lan^ and to enhance part- 
_nvUp witii tile private seo 
. r. 

- This stage^ he said, is a 
* 'doable (^ipoitunhy to turn 
irdan into a centre of inter- 
itional studies and expertise 
fields such as i«gai and 
mmerdal arbitration and 
msgIKng in OanHarffc anti 

edfications. 

The Prince called for meet- 
gs tetweeo hi^er councils 
Jordan, sodi as tbe Higher 
nnicil for Education and 
e Ifi^er Conndl for Sden- 
■ and Technology, to tackle 
<me pressing issues. 
Minister of AdministratEve 
eveiopment Mohieddin 
j said die meeting with tbe 
rown Prioce was intended 
have senior administration 
fidals meet with hi^level 
icision-inafcers on adminis- 
ative work. 

Dr. Toq said Jordan was 
loe severa years wittiessi^ 
iprecedented activity in 
nns of poUticai reform 
ider directives by His 
ajesty King Hussein. 

He said Prince Hassan 


(Continued fr««i pi^ 1) 

realised, tfarou^ chairing the 
Royal ConunAskm on Re- 
form and Modeniisation, the 
impmtance of having a oom- 
lenshre administrative re- 


3>rm. 

The Ministry, be said, has 
prepared a pliu for adnrinis- 
trative devefopment, foUow- 
ing gnidelmes set by tbe 
Ro^ Commission. 

The minister said several of 
the government’s department 
have also started im- 
plementing a project aimed 
at redndng bureancracies. 

He added that the ministty 
had finished several plans to 
develop administrative work 
and drafted scsveral Mula- 
timis to serve that end. 

Also speakiiig at the meet- 
ing was Director General of 
the PnbUc Administration In- 
stitute Zuheir A1 Kayed, who 
reviewed recommendations 
issn^ by directors of govern- 
ment departtnents after tour- 
ing several of tiie Armed 
Forces prodoctioo centres. 

He said the dnectors re- 
commended continve<i sup- 
port for the Aimed Forces, 
wfau^er at time of war or 
peace. 

At time of peace, the 
Armed Forces wiU have a 
diance to work in various 
fields, in they were 


active brtbfc, such as coo- 
struction, serving state in- 
stitntions and the production 
process, be said. 

Mr. Kayed said any {Man to 
develop die Armed Forces 
mOrtarily should be cou(ded 
with plans to develop their 
production capacities and to 
enable the army to compete 
with die pnivate sector at the 
local and international levels. 

He said the directors called 
for givuig produotioD centres 
of the Armed Forces a sepa- 
rate budget and planes. 

Ife added that they recom- 
mended establishing an 
Armed Forces unit to be used 
for maintaining equipment 
used by die various govern- 
ment departments and having 
the forces cooperate vritfa the 
mmistries of agriailtirral and 
municipalities and rural 
affairs in opening agricuhiiral 
roads and buildiag bricks 
and dams as well as helping in 
tbe afforestation process. 

Major General Maaronf 
Bakhit of the Armed Forces 
General Command also re- 
viewed possible roles for die 
Armed Forces in the de- 
velopment process, saying 
die army always shoulders 
such duties with several 
Jordanian w istit utions. 
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Israeli jets -attack S.' Lebanon ;; 

from several- milusters for Un 


(Continued from p^e I) 

would deter further Hizboi- 
lah goeiiilla rocket attacks 
tom Lebanon. 

The fiercest Katyusha bar- 
rages in months wounded 
several Israelis in tbe Galilee 
on Tuesday and sent tens of 
thousands scunying to bomb 
shelteis. 

“We must find tbe way for 
it not to be worth their while 
to fire Katyu^as,** Major- 
General Amiram Levine, 
Israel’s military commander 
in the nori^, told Israel 
Raifo. 

“I am not sure that of ail 
things, a strong response, or 
‘biuig and it’s over,' is the 
way.” 

Citing previous Israeli op- 
erations, including die 19ffi 
Lel^on invasion, he said: 
“Nothing solved it complete- 
ly." 

As fears subsided following 
a quiet night, Israelis left the 
shelters, workplaces and 
scfiools reopened. 

Israel Televirion said some 
250,000 people spent the 
night in shelters across 
Israel’s northern Galilee 
from Nahariya to Kiryat 
Shmona. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Cbritopher spoke to 
leaders in Israel, S^a and 
Lebanon on Ttae^y urging 
them to calm the situation 
following the cross-border 
violeDce. 

Mr. Peres, who is also de- 
fence minister, rebuffed calls 


immediate large-scale opera- 
tion in Lebanon, military 
radio said. 

Mr. Peres met army lead- 
ers in his Jerusalem office to 
study various plans after 
warning Syria late Tuesday to 
halt the Ifizbollah attacks on 
northern Israel, his office 
said. 

“The army has several 
plans and it is up to the 
government to decide,’' 
Chief-of-Staff General 
Amnon Shahak told Israel 
Radio. 

A senior defence ministry 
official Util Lubrani summed 
up Israel's dilemma saying 
tbe Jewish state had to find 
an appropriate response 
without threatening the 
peace process. 

“We have to find a way of 
not letting this action go un- 
punished, witiiout harming in 
any way the peace process 
which Is not an easy task,” 
said Lubrani, the coordinator 
for frraefi activities in Leba- 
non. 

Mr. Christopher tele- 
phoned his Syrian counter- 
part Foreign Minister Faronk 
Al Sharaa to urge him to put 
pressure on Hi^oUah to stop 
the attacks. 

State Department ^kes- 
man Nicholas Burns sai^ 
“The Syrians said they will db 
all th^ could to make sure 
restraint is cxerdsed.” 

Both frrael and Syria have 
signalled they are to 

resume peace negotiations 
which broke down in June, 


and U.S. envoy Dennis Ross 
is making anotter shuttle trip 
to the region ncuri week to try 
to kickstort tiie talks. 

Mr. Christopher had 
^ken CO leaders in Israel 
and Lebanon as well as Syria 
to “urge all three to do every- 
tfaign posssible to calm the 
situation,” Mr. Burns added. 

Mr. Burns tcrid reporters 
there had been recent state- 
ments Israel's new foreign 
muiister and Syria's foreign 
minister about “their inten- 
tion to advance,” the stalled 
peace proc^. 

But he said it was too early 
to tell if tiiis period a^r ^ 
assassination of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
might be a **toniing point” in 
negotiations. 

Mr. Bums said Mr. Christ- 
t^iber was so concerned ab- 
out the recent rocket attadcs 
on Israel that he called Mr. 
Sharaa about 4 a.m. EST 
(0900 GMT on) Tuesday 
morning. 

The attacks are “clearly an 
effort to undermine the 
•search for a peace in tbe 
Middle East,” Mr. Burns 
said, adding the State De- 
partment was also in touch 
with the Israeli and Lebanese 
govenunents **to urge that all 
tiiree do everything possible 
to calm the situation.” 

“We believe that Syria, 
u4ii]e it does not control Ffiz- 
boilah, certainly has some 
infinence over HizboUah ... 
tbe Syrians have repUed that 
they would do all ttey coidd 
to ensure that restraint is 
exercised,” the spokesman 
said. 


Violence plagues Egypt polls 


(Continned from page 1) 

dosing of the polls, men tom 
the NDP threw out our 
observers in order to stuff tiie 
ballot bc^,'* a supporter of 
Mohammad Abdul Qaddus, 
a Brotherhood candidate 
said, an accusation repeated 
in man y cuustitucndes. 

“This is a force. NDP peo- 
ple vote five times widi a 
single votem’ card and some 
ballot boxes were already full 
before the jiolls opened” at 8 
a.m. (06 (Xj GMT), student 
Magdi Soliman said. 

The oppositiOD also re- 
ported that the NDP had 
bu^ hundreds of govern- 
ment workers into dbtiicts in 
which they were not re|- 
istered, to vote for its candi- 
dates during tiie polling’s ear- 
ly hours. 

But for voters themselves, 
election day meant a party, as 
candidates doled out food, 
dothes and even cash in a bid 
for their support. 

“T*ve eaten the NDP's 
cakes, the Islamists’ sand- 


wiches, got a T-shirt tom the 
(liberal) Wafd Party, and 
now I don’t know who to vote 
for because really I don't care 
about politics,” said student 
Murad Hussein, licking the 
idng off his lips. 

Due to the number of 
candidates — jd average 10 
per district — many regiais 
were expected to"be de^ed 
by a second round of voting 
00 Dec. 6 if no single hopefru 
received 50 per cent of 
Weetattday's vote. 

In Cairo's Nasr Ci^ dis- 
trict, Yasser Mohammad 
Abdul Aziz, an independent 
candidate's supporter, toured 
polling stations announcing 
that his rival, Sports and 
Youth Minister Abdul 
Menem Emaia, had died, 
legal sources said. 

Police arrested Mr. Abdul 
Aziz, accusing him of 
“spreading false rumours to 
cause a public disturbances.” 
He foces up to three years in 
prison. 

fri Wasta, 95 kilometres 
tom Cairo, unidentified gun- 


men shot candidate Moham- 
mad Ismafl before fleeing. 
He was taken to hospital. 

A campaign worker who 
was refused entry to a polling 
station shot and seriously 
wounded its director in tbe 
northern Nile ^ta village of 
Ekhnuai. 

Safwat Zeidan, a canvasser 
for independent candidate 
Mofaamm^ Ezz, tried to en- 
ter the poltiog station with 
several atpporters but offi- 
cials kept mm out, police 
said. 

Also in the Nile Delta, 
supporters of another inde- 
pen^nt set fire to a polling 
station and destroyed four 
ballot boxes before police 
restored order and 16 
arrests. 

A policeman and twq otiier 
people were injured iu 
raiyum, 100 kilometres south 
of Cairo. 

In Giza, across tbe hfile 
from Cairo, independent 
Galal Hassuna was wounded 
in a chsp^ with sui^rteis 
of the ^roP. One person was 
stot in the arm in the capital 
itself. 


Bangladesh likely’ 
to give army major 
role in polls 


By Anis Ahmed 
Renter 

DHAKA — Bangladesh's 
armed forces, wfaiefa have 
dominated pcAtics tfaroogh 
15 years of the country's 
24-year history, were ex- 
pected to |tiay a major ntie 
in coming elections, politio- 
al analysis and d^domats 
have ss^. 

TTiey said armed forces 
might not be involved 
directfo in the pcditical p^ 
cess but many of the pofitio- 
al groups pre pa ring to con- 
test tiie pc^ want the army 
to be “indiiec^ active” in 
siperv isin g voting. 

There to been no word 
from the militaiy wbether 
they would help oat, bat 
analysts and diplomats be- 
lieve ^ men in nniform 
also want democrat to 
take a firm root in this 
country. 

“And that is posriUe 
cMily by ensaiing a free elec- 
tion,” one Asian diplomat 
said. “Bangladesh’s army 
has earned an international 
reputation as peacekeepers. 
Now they mi^t see it as a 
more d^a^ng job to 
help end criris at home,” 
tiie diplomat said. 

can do it without a 
direct intervention.” 

Bangladesh’s independ- 
ence leader and first preri- 
dent Sbeakh Mnjibur Rah- 
man was killed in an army 
coup in 1975 paving the way 
for General Ziaur Rahman 
to take power. Gen. Zia 
was assasanated in an abor- 
tive GOiq> in 1981 and suc- 
ceeded ^ Genmal Hossain 
Mohammad Ershad who 
ruled Banriadesh until De- 
> cember wbeu a popu- 
lar iqnisnig deposed him. 

Speculation about army 
siqTerviaon arose after a 
telephone conversation be- 
tween Prime Mnristtf Be- 
gum Khaleda Zia and 
opporition leader Sheikh 
Harina on Sunday foiled to 
resolve the crisis over the 
polls. 

Many Ban^adeshis feel a 
“disGiplmed and apparently 
nnoornipted force” could 
dispel the feud. 

'‘Perhaps this is the 
answer became our politi- 
cians have failed to rise 
above personal considera- 
tions," said a g ov e rnm e nt 


(^dal who dedined to be 
indentified. 

President Abdnr Rah- 
man Biswas dissolved 
Bangladesh’s paiiiainent on 
Friday at Ms. Khaleda's re- 
quest in what was seen as a 
first step towards ending 
the loi^running quarrel 
between the opporition and 
Ms. Khaleda’s Bandadesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP). 

But he asked Ms. 
Khaleda to stay imtil the 
dections, leav^ the bone 
of contention in place. 

The election is not doe 
before March 1996 but elec- 
tion commission offidals 
smd it could be held before 
sdiedule. 

Opporition groups led by 
^lefldi Hasina of tiie Awa- 
mi League want Ms. 
Khaleda, «4iom diey have 
accused of rigging a by^ 
election in 1994 and of 
sweeping corruption, to 
quit office immefiately. 

They said they would not 
participate in any elections 
as loi^ as Ms. Khaleda, 
elected in 1991 in what were 
bOled'as Bangladesh’s first 
fiue poUs, remains in office. 

Ms. Khaleda rejected tiie 
demand as unconstitution- 
al, but offered to step down 
30 days before die election. 
OpjxiDents say she must 
surrender power 90 days 
before tbe polls. 

Sbeikb Hasma told Ms. 
Whai^Ai on Sunday: **Yon 
have already taken a re- 
markable arid praisewortiiy 
step by asking tbe president 
to dissolve parHament. Now 
you can get name writ- 

ten in goldra letters in hi^ 
tory by transferring power 
to a caretaker administra- 
tion.” 

Ms. replied: “I 

don't undeistaod triiat a 
caretaker administration is. 
And I can't do anything 
. bqrmd tbe constitution.” 

BNP sources said Bang- 
ladesh’s constitution 
no provisioo for a caretaker 
govenment. 

Sources dose to the rival 
camps said tbe idea of hold- 
ing poDs nnder the army’s 
superviaon had been siqh 
ported by Western diplo- 
mats, several opposition 
gro^ and the country’s 
business community. 

“They are all concerned 
about staging a credible 
dectioo," one analyst said. 
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Palestinians to run banking system in West Bank next month 


HOROSCOPE 


By SuWiosD A1 

Reurer 


AMMAN — The Palestinian 
Authority will take over 
banking supervision in the 
West Bank from Israel widtin 
the neat three weeks, the 
head of the Palestinian 
Monetary Authority (PMA) 
said Tuesday. 

“We have agreed with the 
Bank of Israel on the com- 
plete transfer of banking 
activity... we will within the 
.next three weeks exercise our 
complete authority over what 
is 1^ of the West Bank,” 
said Fouad Bisseiso, 
^lA*s governor. 


In an interview in Amman, 
Dr. Bisseiso said the PMA 
would have a amliar super- 
visory role to the Bank of 
Israel for tlie 11 Jordanian 
and foreign banks with 34 
branches in the West Bank. 

The assumption of control 
over the area's banldng biui- 
ness is part of the expiansion 
of die sdf-Tule under accords 
ffigpitH in September between 
the Palestinian Authority 
(PA) and Israel. The PMA 
already • supervises banks in 
self-niled Jericho and Gaza. 

Policy coordination with 
Jordan's central bank is 
based on a Janua^ 1995 

monetary accord, whi^ com- 


mits both sides not to take 
any unflateral measures to 
undermine the dinar. 

The dinar and Israeli 
shekel will ranain for now as 
the legal tender in the former 
Israeli occupied tenitories. 

“The issue of a Palestinian 
curreDCy is being discussed 
not only as part of our moves 
to complete die prereqiuates 
for political sovereignty but 
to compete die b^ of a 
suitable monetary policy,” 
said Dr. Bisseiso. 

Bankers say nearly one 
third of Jordan's more than 
1.12 billion dinars (S1.58 bfl- 
tion) of correiuy in drcula- 
tion are used in the West 


Bank. 

Dr. Bisseiso said no new 
banks would be given a li- 
cence unless a cremt worthin- 
ess c er t ifi cate was provided 
1^ their central banlB, whom 
as the so-called **bome” state 
would be responsible for 
their sohren^ under intcrna- 
donal banking standanfe. 


plosion of business activhy 
under setf-rnle. 


**We mil take die Bank of 
Israel's friace as host country 
and Jordan's central bank 
will have borne country status 
over its btanches,” ns said. 

The West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip areas, deprived of 

banking services mu£sr Israeli 

occupation, have seen an ex- 


Total deposits of 12 banks 
and SI bitmches — in Gaza 
and the West Bank — have 
hit the $1 billion level in the 
first nine months of 1995 
from around $100 million 
when self-rule began in 
September 1993. There was 
then one Jordanian bank 
operating. 

Dr. Bisseiso said two laws 
were expected to be passed 
soon: The PMA's own reg- 
olateiy law and a new bank- 
ing tew once its draft was 
approved by die PA's ooon- 
ol. 


The PMA head, who re- 
ports directly to Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
said die PMA bad recently 
applied five rules to regulate 
banks in areas telling under 
the PA'S responsibility. 

The rules will demand all 
operating banks in the West 
Bank get newly licensed by 
die PMA and set an eight per 
cent capital to assets ratio 

and a mmimnm $5 

capital base. 

ilw rules, under wfaidi six 
banks with 17 branches oper- 
ate in Gaza and self-rule 
Jeridio, also sets a 14 per 


cent compulsory reserve re- 
quirement for deposits in 
Jordanian dinar, 10 per cent 
for Israeli shekels and eight 
per cent for dollar deposits. 

‘"We have coordinated on 
the dinar reserve require- 
ment, and the moment that 
the PMA applies it, the 
Jordanian central bank will 
stop enforcing it on its West 
Bank brandies,” Dr. Bisseiso 
said. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER 30. 1995 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Don’t jeopardise some i«. 
iationship by acting bastfly in the 


iationship by acting bastfly in the 
morning today, so keep calm, 
cool and collected or there could 
be compIkadoDS. 


Palestinian banks have a 
SIO million minimum capital 
requirement, while brandes 
of foreign banks are expected 
to show proof of putting aside 
$5 million as capital. 


TAURUS: (April 20 fo May 3)) 
In trying lo wiggle out of some 
unfortunate situation today, you 
could cause a good friend some 
distress. Rnd the right solutioo. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Steer clear of that annoying fd, 
low associate today if you want 
to , get your business handled 
wisely and pioperiy. Attend to 
personal afteiis later this even- 
tng. 


1RSIING NOMEN3 
CHRISTIAN ASSOCUmOM 


ANNUAL 

CHRISTMAS CHOIR 


British government puts 
fiscal prudence before votes 


AT THE 

DE LA SALLE f=RERE CHAPEL, 
tJABAL HUSSEIN) 

DEC. 5,6,7, & 8/1995 AT 8:00 PM 

V*/ \ 

♦ ano A4noe nenn c r . 




THE YWCA 
AT &4-J J 19.641793 
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Study English at the British Council 
( learn ENGLISH Wlffl THE PROFESSIONALS ) 
Courses : 

1- Adults ( all levels) 

2- Teenagers (13-16 years old) and 
Young Learners (9-12 years old) 

3- IGCSE Preparation. 

4- lELTS ( Study Skills Course) 

5- Conversation Morning Classes 

6- Arabic for foreigners 

Testing & Registration ; 2,3,4,& 5 December 
( from 1: 00 to 4; 30 pm ) 

Fees : English Courses ; JD 95 
Arabic Courses ; JD 110 
Testing ; JD 7 ( non refundable ) 

Registered in England as charity no. 209131 


LONDON'CR) — British Fi- 
nance ^nister Kenneth 
Qaike opted fim fiscal pru- 
dence rateer than bold vote- 
winning gestures in his 1996/ 
97 budget Ttiesday, announo- 
ing mklest tax cats ofteet by 
^auctions in pnblic spend- 
ing. 

Economists said the pack- 
age was unexciting and would 
do Httle in the short term to 
reverse a disastrons dide in 
the Conservative govern- 
ment's popularity. 

But it made an eariy cnt in 
British interest rates to revive 
a flagging economy almost 
certain. 

The diancellor of the ex- 
chequer trimmed the bask 
.'rate of income tax by one 
penny to 24 per cent and 
annonnced bi^ spending in- 
creases in politically popular 
areas sndi as edncation, * 
health and the police. 

. This will be oc^ by cots 
totalling £7 bfllkm in goveni- 
ment mnning costs arm other 
areas over the next two years. 

^We have cut taxes, we are 
cottii^ taxes and, when we 
can afford it and vdien it is in 
the interests of the eoonon^, 
we will cot taxes again,” 
Clarke told a pa<£sd House 
of Commons. 

“I am able to make tax cnt 
broadly equivalent to tiie 
spending reductions, with 
coveniinent bOTFOwmg still 
telfing to zero by the end of, 
the d^de,” he said. 

O^xisition Laboor leader 
Tony Blair, ^ose party 
leads the Conservatives 1^ 
around 30 points in omnlott 
polls, said Labour would not 
oppose the income tax cot, 
but he predicted the budget 
would do nothing to improve 
die goverament's fortunes. 

**U tiiis budget was sup- 
posed to relaunch the Con- 


THE Daily Crossword by Norma Steinberg 


Across 
1 Concluding 
musical section 
5 Twinges 
10 Russian planes 

14 Genera) Bradley 

1 5 Coast 

16 Seagirt land 

17 Stare 

18 Director Frank 

19 Was aware 

20 Tennis shoes 
22 Typewriter roller 

24 Penny 

25 Sustenance 

26 Manual traii»iig 
system 

28 Groiesouc 
carving 

32 Like tame 
horses 

33 Overused 

34 Lubricate 

35 Roller 

36 Graceful birds 

37 Bad mood 

38 Maria' 

39 Assigned task 

40 Cookie 

41 Shopkeeper 
43 Temptress 

45 Cable 

46 Chew Ihe fat 

47 Whore Lodi IS 
50 Emblem of 

iieinna 

1 Fif»:«i 
Fregu'j'iiiy 

57 A F.:*-geraid 

58 Sties 

59 Container for 
Itiquor 

GO Slock exchange 
position 

61 Warhol 

62 Printer options 

63 A few 



DOWN 

1 Whpi ’ toeih 

2 Arabian 
sultanate 

3 Stun 

4 Part ol a 
telephone 
number 

5 Climb 


6 Graph 

7 Beer ingredient 

8 Goof 

9 Shipping centers 

10 Giiben & 

Sullivan work 

fwilh "The'J 

1 1 -What "ain't" 
should be 

:2 Kind of club 
13 Stitched 
2' Vital element 
23 Theater section 

25 Indistinct 

26 Pa’e 

27 Swoeihean 

28 Vouchsafe 

29 the lop 

30 Napery 

31 NV town 

32 Used the pool 

33 Cord 
36 Tie 

3" Citadel 
39 Part of the leg 

42 Rilzy 

43 Ride — 's mare 
(go on loot) 


Yesterday's puzzle solved: 


T A G| 
“0>E| 
P U'll' 
e'tB 


Lil - 

ua'wI 


p- [ 

I o"e N: 

M ''u ’ n ’ S 


MEN 

Ajw'A 

T I*d' 

c'l' \ 1 

H E A 


■ n u 
f^D*A 

P' I R 

'e'aM 


Hw.o M A'N 

ih)a'r'pBH 


A'E R 0 
MANN 


BOO 

'e'r'f 
L c"E 

LAD 


MR C 
R. I S 
a'sIt 

ORE 

rHl' 


a V E 
mIAiN 
eTjiO 

N ' E ”W 


44 the very 
model 

46 Hope - 

47 Family 
member 

48 Beasis of 
burden 


49 Furnish 

50 Ollio's partner 
5t Buitenne 

52 Ciose nioulhed 
one 

53 Actress Jackson 
56 Ziegfeld 


servative party, it will teil,' 
Mr. Blw said. 


Some city economists 
agreed witii assessment. 

“Da black and white terms, 
be hasn't delivered tdiat the 
markets wanted, wbidi was 
something to win the next 
election,” said Kirit Shah, an 
equity strategist at First Chi- 
cago Bank. 

Natwest Markets U.K. 
economist Geoffrey Dicks 
said die modest nature of the 
budget suggested the 0»- 
seivative intended to com- 
plete their tell term in office, 
with anodier bodget thig 
next year, rather riism go to 
the polls well ahead of the 
last possible date in May 
1997. ^ 


“This is going to be a very 
disappmiitiqg set of nnmbers 
for w dty,” said Ian Har- 
nett, an economist at Sodete 
Generale. 


U.K. to study 
obstacles to M.E. 
investment 


MOON CHILDREM: (Juoe 22 to 
July 21) You may be so busy at 
your career duties today, you foil 
to take advantage of a oew 
opportunity to Mvance which 
presents itself. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 2i) 
Study well your promises to- 
others at this time and cany 
through with them instead of 
running off to new appeals which 
is fruitless. 


llie Confederation of Brit- 
ish Indmtiy (CBI) said it 
welcomed toe tect that toe 
government had broadly 
been prudent. 

“We are pleased that toe 
chancellor appears to have 
fimited tax cots to reductions 
in spending and resisted the 
temptation to go for exces- 
sive tax cuts,” CBI Director- 
General Ad^ Thrner said. 


“The budget was so devoid 
of electoral firewoit s , toey 
must be hoping for another 
Ute at toe chary," he s^ 
Financial markets were 
ccmcerned by toe chancellor’s 
upward revisions to bis 
bnd^ deficit forecasts. 


But the Ttedes Umon Con- 
gress (TUC) said Mr. Clarke 
b^ felled to address Britain's 
biggest problems — anem- 
ployment and job inse curity 
— aud the tax changes 
favoured “toe haves over the 
have Dots.” 


The public sector boirow- 
mg i^nirement, as die de- 
fied is known, is now ex- 
pected to be £29 l^on in 
current year, up from toe 
previous forecast of £23.6 bil- 
lion. 


The cut in the bask rate of 
income tax was toe first since 
1988. Other measures in- 
cluded a widening of income 
tax bands and an increase in 
taxes on tobacco and petrol. 

Mr. Oarke, sipping from a 
^ass of wfateky, delighted 
drinkers fro^ng duty on 
beer and wine and cutting tax 
on sfnrits 1^ four pa cent. 


BARCELONA, Spain: 
(AFP) — Biitam is to cany 
out a study of the tectors 
scaru^ away investots from 
the Middle East and North 
Africa, Foreign Seaetary 
Malcolm Rifldnd said 'Dies- 
day at the Barcelona confer- 
ence. 

The study will lead to an 
action plan for each govern-, 
ment on how they can attract 
mote outride investment, and 
a followup conference in 
London next year involving 
toe poUk and private sec- 
tors. 

“We will be identifying 
sriiy toe r^km is receiving 
sndi a tii^ fraction of the vast 
investment wfaidi is going on 
tfaiou^KMit toe woitd,” Mr. 
Rifldnd told a press confer- 
ence here. 

“Then we will explore how 
toe countries concerned can 
change their economic policy 
to attract investment mid bow 


the business community in 
western Europe can be made 
aware of and find attractive 
die o p po r tun ities for invest- 
ment in the region," he 
added. 

Britain, wito the help of 
the European Union (EU), 
will a bn examine sriiy an 
«¥Btimatad $2 bOlion Of tiw 
Nfiddle East’s piivato capital 
is Iwld abroad. . . 

He called on the EU to* 
extend free trade to cova 
agricultural fnoducts, as well 
.as indnstrim products and 
services as planned. 

“I believe it is necessary 
for the European Union to be 
more generous to toe indust- 
rial ud particniarly agri- 
cultural exports from the 
Mediterranean countries,*' 
he said. 

Mr. RifUnd hailed the 
two-day Barcelona confer- 
ence a^ its vision of a uni- 
fied Mediterranean. 


-VIRGO: (August 22 to Sepiein. 
ber 22) Don't get so bogged 
down with the details of an enter- 
prise at this time which you Caii 
to talk over affairs with a part- 
ner. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Don't get so tied up ^ 
fellow associates that you fail to 
make your surroundings more 
smooth-running and attractive. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You may not be 
able to get your career activities 
completed until the afieriKMo 
today because of sudden events 
which will require your tnne ear- 
lier. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Early today get 
out into the w^d of buaness 
and forget the situation at honw, 
but later tonight all wiU be ri^- 
ed so that you will be sucoesi^. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You may have obsta- 
cles connected with your home 


today so clear them up quickly, 
and tonight you can enjoy the 


and tonight you can enjoy the 
company of dose frierids and 
loved ones. 


-mAT SCRAMBUED WORD GAME 
by Hmi Arnold and Mika Aiuirion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to fbnn 
four ordirtary words. 


Bat pen of Ms game 
i-..- f 


MOXIA 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



CIOS TitmUidt SenctllV 
MIWanaavM 



UGAVE 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Take care yon do 
not scold vigorously some person 
during the daytime^ today or 
(here can be concent. Haufle 
finances later in the evening. 

PISCES: (February 30 to March 
20) Take care you do not over- 
spend today and avoid monetary 
demands made upon you in tte 
morning. This is not a. day for 
change. 


Binhstone.of November Topaz 
— Tiger's Eye 


HOROSCOPE 


ROBINN 


WHAT THE WAITER 
TURNEP TENNIS 
PRO WAS &OOP AT 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, DE- 
CEMBER 1, 1995 


INSECK 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


AMES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Think privately about your aims 
in life and how best to gain diem 
at this time and then you will 
know better how to proceed. 


“My cholesterol is high, but my 
self-esteem is low, so they 
balance each other.” 


Print answer here : 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: FAIRY BEGUN VALISE INWARD 
Answer What the competing sandwich shops 
engaged in — 'SUB' WARFARE 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Find out what g<^ friMds will 
do to assist you in grining your 
aims and get good support from 
them so that you can be prosper- 
ous. 


Peanuts 


ia/men are you eoiNO 

TO 6IVE ME ANOTHER 
MUSIC BOX? 


6IRL6 
LOVE MUSIC 
BOXES.. . 


LOOK AT ME..|'m 

. A MUSIC box; 

> LA DUM TE PA PUM 
TE PATE PUM 


CLOSE YOUR LIP! 


GEhONl: (May 21 to June 21) 
Make sure you get business io- 
tei^ts working more effideotly 
and ^sely for you to be success- ' 
rm. Combiiw your efforts with 
advice of bigwigs. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Concentrate on oqan- 
Sion and use your finest judge- 
ment today for best results. Set 
up a fine plan early for you to be 
prosperous and successful. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) You 
can carry through wSth prcnnises 
you have made at thk time with 
the aid of a good family de. 
Budget your money more care- 
fully. 


6 


‘■'•■.i: V 4 stf- 

“ 






ZK ■ 
iSr 




Andy Capp 




I WONDEHflFWE'LLSETTHAT^ 
EXTRA WEEK'S HOUDAy WE^/E 
KEN ROmiNS Folk, FLOf ^ 


I I WISH S 
i VMASAN 
OPTIMIST> 
UKEVOUl 


VOU'RE MARRIED 
THAT LAD. RUBE, YOU HAVE < 

' TO BE AN OPrWUSTTO OPEN 

yOUR EYES WHEN VOU WAKE 
UPOPAMOIfoMlNS 


IW^SUK 
WE WILL ^ 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


I DIDN'T > 

YESTEROA/ 
BECAUSE- 1 i 
WASSICK.» f 


SICK 

WHAT? 


Sick of 

WORKING.' 


MONDAY YOU WAS ABSENT, 
TUESDAY YOU WAS ABSENT 
, WEDN&SDW You WAS ABSbNT 
THURSDAY VDO WAS ABSENT 
AND TODAY .V 
YOU COME - V . 

TO WORK.' P57 M ■ 

WHy?,^ yi 


ITS 

PAY DAY./ 






AL 

— * 


VIRGO; (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You have to have a long 
conversation with a headstrong 
fellow associate to convince bun 
or- her to accept a plan which ^ 
be profitable. 

jLpRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Make your suiroiifldii9 
more charming and functional so 
ttot you can also work more 
efficiently in them and be moR 
! PFoductive. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Make plans for 
weekend Musements and be 
more unaginative in your caieer. 
^co later today ooncentitite on 
bow best to make use of talents. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to Dewmber 21) Know what the 
aims Of thoK who dwell with you 
are at this time and them so 
you nave more accord there for 
"®™ony to exist. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 u 
January 20) Get every fector 
nnnmxed with outside routines 
ciw in your mind this morning 
and then later this evening you 
can labour more efBcie^. 

A<^ARIUS: (January 31 to 
February 19) Stop daydreaming 
and gw_ into practical affain it^ 
toy which are important at this- 
tune, and build up for the 
•can periods in your life. 

(February 20 to March 
Know what your inner 
w»sn« are and those you trust 
^ h^p yon gain them, if 
“PP*^*®®**®** wisely. Be careful of 

ywir wallcL 


" tOHDOi 


S’' 

s:* 


Birthstone of December: 
— Zircon 


■j». - I . 




j* 
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U.S. , Japan and Russia to be main 
shareholders in Mideast bank 


OCCUPIED J^USALEM 
(AFP) — Ibe United States, 
Japan and Russia will be the 

hmst shareholders m a new 
Middle East development 
bank doe to beonne cmei^ 
atioiial in 1997, a senior roi^ 
ign ministiy official said 
Wednesday. 

- The United States will 

investing 21 per 
cent of the capital bdtiany 
to be Immcned with $1.25 
billion goii^ i^) to $S twiiiftii 

— to mam pnblic and 
private regional devek^ment 
jHojects. 

Jqnn will have 9.5 per 
cent, followed Iqp Russia 
six pa* cent, and Italy five per 
cent. 

Israel, Egj^ Jordan and 
die Palestinians will eadi 
have . four per cent, the 


Netheiiands 3.5 per cent, 
Canada 2.5 per cent, Moroo- 
co, Tunisia, Algeria and 
Greece wQl have two per cent 
each, Malta and South Kmea 
1.2S per cent, Thriuy one per 
cent and Cyprus 0.25 per 
cent 

The bank's terms of refer- 
ence were fiited at a 
week in Cairo, the 
dal said, .addng to lemain 
anonymoos. 

Shareholders with more 
than four per cent will sit on 
die board of directtas, to be 
chaired by an American. 

Some 25 per cent of the 
capital has sdn to be assigned 
“because we wanted to keep 

the door open for the Emt>- 
pean and Cmlf coimtries who 
have 80 far refosed to jom die. 
bank,” the official explained. 


Fiomcial^ 

nnwrieets; . 



Cairo Amman Bank 
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5.58 
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1.81 
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FNbcIi fttae 

5,08 
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Cacracy 

iS 

Ote 

US, Date 

0.708 

0,770 

Sterftae fomoA 

1,958 

Hm?! 

PcBttdic Mark 

0.4kit 

. 0,8^85 

Sviaa Franc 

V 

0,8771 

0,8709 

Fro»ck Franc 

0,7459 

0,7008 

JapBiMH Yia* 

0,899f 

0.7030 

DHdk GoBder 

0,0409 ' 

0.0057 

iftnMfrli KraoB 


— 

Intel lAn* 

0,0440 

9,9446 

WllBa Fraae 

- — - 
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Z9/r>/l99S 


Call OBJ 

EM 

Ote 

BteaW Dinflr 

7,8820 

1.1780 

UteMte lira* 

0,005885 

0,00055 

Sana Rijal 

0,1070 

0,1198 

K«wbM Dter 

2.5070' 

2,3870 

QMari Mjel 

0,I9»2 

v,iy4» 

Epptei Pamd 

0.2100 

0,2200 

TT ' Riyat 

0,8350 

7.1100 

UAB DMbbi 

OytW 

0,1935 

Grach OradMB* 

0,2185 

0,3145 

Cyarial aanaS 

7 .MTS 



tOMDON EXCIUUiGE RATES 

LONDON OQ - 
rates for leacmu; 

- Following are tiie buying and seDing 
woiid cuirendes and gold against tiie 

idi^lar on the London ftedgn exchange and bitilioD maritets 

.TYiesday. 



One U.S. dollar 

1.3538/48 

Oinadian doDar 

1.4354/64 

Dentscfaemaiks 


1.6080/90 

Dutch guilders 


1.1550/68 

Swiss francs 


29.50/54 

Belgian francs 


4.9209/59 

French francs 


1596.2/7.7 

Italian Hre 


101.22/32 

Japanese yen 


6.5060/60 

Swedish crowns 


6.318QG0 

NorwMjan crowns 


5.5513/13 

Danish crowns 


1.4120/30 

Singapore dollars 


0.7492/97 

Australian do0ai$ 


7.7352/62 

Hong Kong dollars 

Oat steiting 
One oonoe m gold 

$1.5486/96 

^^10089.50 

• 


THE FIRST & 


riOTI 


FRESH PORK MEAT 
JNFUHAIS 



•DAILy SLAUGHTER AT 
OUR FARM 

-FRESH CUTS TO YOUR 
TASTE. 


gORWQIJmBSLCaLL: 

J07W28878 sHOP.ORee4oaoFncgj 



The creation of the hfiddle 
East and Nordi Afeica De- 
velopment Bank was 
annnwnflMt at the end of an 
*<*<**ft»w^ conference in Am- 
man at die end of October 
that gathered more than 
2,000 bnsinessmen from 
across the worid. 

Bnt die proiect ran into 
strong criticism from Rranoe, 
Genuny and Britain as well 
as Sandi AraUa. 

The Arab Gulf states and 
some European countries be- 
lieve existing funds sbonld be 
better developed instead of 
creating a new body which 
d^ feax win make loans at a 
high rate of inteiesL 

France and Germany have 
instead proposed that a fond 
be set iq> to study regional 
feasibility projects and find 
the best finance deals to fund 
them. 


Saudiato 

start 

privatisation 
by year 2000 

DUBAI (AFP) — Saudi Ara>- 
bia's national airline Saudia 
plans to start privatising by 
the year 2lKXJ. the deputy 
chairman of the Riyadh 
chamber of commerce said 
here Monday. 

“We expect privatisation 
to start by the year 2(KN), at 
the end of the current five- 
year plan." Musharraf Faisal 
Muammar told AFP at the 
Emirates International' 
Forum (EIFI conference 
which opened Saturday in 
Dubai. 

“Privatisatiun will be prog- 
ressive. the government will 
offer for example 25 per cent 
of the shares at the begin-- 
ning. and will offer more' 
later depending on the mar- 
ket demand." he added. 

“The government has 
started sounding out the pri- 
vate sector and has begun 
studies" to carry out the pri- 
vatisation. he said, pointing 
out that no ceiling has been 
set so far for the participation 
of the private sector. 

Saudia's privatisation is 
part of a larger government 
plan to involve the private 
sector in economic develop- 
ment as weak oil prices have 
reduced its revenues. 

Saudia in October signed a 
$6 biiiion deal with U.S. 
firms to modernise its fleet, 
ordering 28 planes from 
Boeing and 33 others from 
McDonnell Douglas. 


S’XMAM'aZAS. MMUeWT 
aocsxsR Bam: cibiui »mMi - sumeismi 
TEirpncME: mviti / «o?in 
owAnsn iMikn amus fmcs list km moBtWDJut 


amurrs mni: 


BUB ilARX Pie 

JORCaX HBTIOem. BAM 

KIBCUS CAST ZKlTSBan BBMKi 

iBoaaxRXAi BsvsLnMarr bmir 
Mmur lOWklT MBA 
QK.r BXIR 

JOBBU XSLRJCe BAHX 

■ w e-Mpgg nwqi 

JIMUMUI IEVBSnBN7 « FXIMKE BkltP. 

BEIX EMU. SBVXBCcraVtSIKBn POP WU9UO 

mauf BMK na imtamaa 
PHrrBBBLKllA UrtiUXMltR BBVK. 


S B « K S 


« B C « O B 


n. 0 ? 
aHARB8 
nUDBD 

B09 

■20Q 

J2S0 

2038 

lit 

9M 

210 

40000 

12»0 

T90 

20BOO 

S6M 

9506T 


VALOB 

THIDBD 

JB 

"TB349 

394M 

J9T2 

49«2 

201B 

3367 

1037 

110000 

4199 

3400 

27323 

U341 


piAv. caxeue 

CLOSXm PRICI 
pura 


922.900 
C.JOO 
1.100 
2. 4110 
2.»0 
1.100 
3.300 

3.390 

1.390 
3.200 

.900 

i.soo 


239. 7SB 

4.J3U 

1.100 

2.490 

1.960 

1.090 

3.310 

1.390 

3.300 

1.300 
.090 

l.SIO 


2B6B7S inn wncBBKi JIB. 31 
CHABBE : -0.49' 


TRfe HffSOmu TIBLIB XNACRIUlCa 


29451 


3.000 3.0M 


■J K A B C S 


s I e T e R 


XHPEB BDXBSRi 
CNRV6B I 


136.20 

o.oox 


.’’CUAnuii sucTRXC 9etim 

46913 

7^0U 


i.coe 

jonw tasiQKK. GBirrnK r.TiiW 

1709 

4S9B 

2.S90 

a.RW 

x»To»T. ?oi»»«Lio BBuumiea 

C90B 

912« 


1.710 

PEAL bstbtb unninsiiT 

LSO 

911 

.910 

.940 

uaanOiRr cQc-'n- bbbtxbu l wuimwKi 

1000 

MO 

.MO 

.6S0 

mZVBi NiXLE SUT S OOMMDOBB ROSELfi 

1000 

»oao 

2.030 

2.0M 

ABAB Him. TOR mresTimn c staaiTiiM 

100 

S76 

J.190 

3.330 

SAREA FRl'/RTS iniyxUAJTr 

9090 

3BM 

l.lfeO 


OVTIW LABU SBVBXOPMBn OOitf. 

3B0 

3M 

.930 



SSPVICBA 


S B e Y O H 


96792 zmu BCHBBIIi 


3B OOBOAN CBHBIIT PinnaiUKS 
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Under the Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor A1 Hussein 
The National Music Conservacory/Noor At Hussein Foundation 

presents 

THE CONCERT BAND OF THE 
NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY 
Barbara Johnson, conductor 

. Saturdiy, 2 December • 1 995 - ^00 p.nL- 
'^•ftoyaLCUhur^ Ctjitn -’MayThmire 


S'. 


fc .. 

hr'- 

In the program: 

King Cotton and the March 
King (Sousa). Night on B^d 
Mountain and Picaires at an 
Exhibition (Mussorgsky), 
Gypsy Baron (J. Strauss), 
Granada, Oo You Know 
the VVay to San Jose, 
Georgy Girl and Selections 
from Miss Saigon. 



Tickets available at: 

Abhfia Abda Superstore, teL 6B848I 
Antlgo Nabed Resourant, td. 622617 
Babidie.td. 661322 
Champions Snorts Wear. teL 86I06S 
Freddy For Music, td. 692696 
Musk Box. td. 815745 
Royal Cuhural Centre, 661026 
National Musk Conservatory, td 687620 



Real estate 
prices soar 

‘A-A- PRICES OF RESIDENTIAL apartments and com- 
merdal offices in westem Amman have surged by more 
than 100 per cem in 1994 and 1995, compared to previous 
yeais, bnnging what used to cost JD 25,000, for example, 
up to more than JD 50,000. This surge is attributed by real 
estate dealers to land prices which have more than doubled 
and the effects of the sales tax which contributed to higher 
costs. 

Jaafar Marwan Abdallac, general manager of a large 
constnictioo company, said that residential apartments bm 
commercial offices in westem Amman come under high 
demand from expatriates during summer. Mr. Abdallac 
pointed out that demand was abrnormally high for residen- 
tial apartments and commercial offices following the Gulf 
crisis as hundreds of thousands of cj^triates returned 
home. He linked higher prices during 1994 and 1995 to land 
prices soaring by mote than 100 per cent and to fewer 
availabflhy of organised land suitable for building apart- 
ments according to organisationai terms. 

The sales tax has also increased constraetion cost by 10 
per cent, he added. Asked about the reaction of the market 
to the peace process. Mr. Abdallat said it first triggered a 
high demand of land causing prices to shoot up. As stability 
and security was assured, people were encouraged to buy 
apartments and some clients came from nei^bouring Arab 
countries to purchase apartments. 

Mohammad Jairar, owner of a real estate service office 
disagreed, saying there was "some kind of a recession in 
the real estate market due to a state of observation ater the 
peace process." 

He pointed out that most land owners in westem 
Amman become “real estate traders" and that h was 
difficult to deal with them as, most likely, they were not in 
need of liquidity. Mr. Jairar saw a negative effect from the 
sales tax as it raised commercial ad& by 10 per cent. 

Ibrahim Atyani, a manager at a real estate brokerage 
office said it has become difficult to buy residential lands in 
Amman due to high prices. He point^ out that investors 
are now moving to buy "investment lands" sooth and north 
of Amman. Sadi a move, he said, has become evident after 
the peace process as demand increased for land in Jiza, 
Quneitrah, Khreim and Qsour Bashir where prices shot up 
1^ more than 200 per cent within six months. According to 
hfr. Atj^i, the MENA economic summit in Amman 
created interest among many investors to buy land in 
southern Jordan after learning about projects in that 
region. 

hfohammad Khair Kflani, head of the sodety of inves- 
tors in tile housiiig sector, said that average land prices in 
the Kingdom was stiU moderate and lower than those in 
ndghboi^g countries. 

He indicated that there was recession and slow trading 
activity in the real estate sector but he attributed that to the 
wah-mid-see attitude adopted by investors due to the quick 
developments in the region. However, be said, there are 
high hopes of a revival in land trading and boosing activity 
soon. Mr. Kilani pointed out to two main factors pushing 
Up prices of land in the Ghor (Jordan Valley) and the 
eastern coast of the Dead Sea. First, he said, was the 
limited areas offered for sale and the demand at the 
same time. Sctond is the future outlook for the projects 
and the extension of services to that region, nices of 
agricultural land have reached JD 3,000 per dunum and in 
unorganised and non-agricultural land the price has gone * 
up to between JO 5,000 and JD 10,000 per dunum. A ' 
dunum in organised areas sells for JD 60,000. 

Mr. Kilani noted that vdien land prices go up by 10 per 
cent, it reflects In a rise of 2% to 2.5% in die cost cu a 
housing unit as a whole. As such, he indicated, the 50 per 
cent rise in land prices over tiie past 22 months has 
increased the cost of a bousing unit by 15 per cent (Al 
Aswaq & AJ Dustour). 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 
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Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

Jn Urn Uthaina, 3 
Oedrooms, 3 bathrooms,, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas * 

Fumisheci/unfumished for « 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

TU:.810605. 810609, 810520 



sromo 

DofrMininl 
1 Hour Service 

De v elop your ocdonr film m 
our Aop and gct:- 
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A SECURE 

Hotel 
SwelflyeH 
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I.O.TELI 
-SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 

a 4 A 

seee^^ - ei eeeo 


Cafe' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweifiyeh 


Sanabel 

imiSTATE 


FOR RFIVF 


Famished 
apartment 
3 bedrooms 
5 th circle 


for furthfffletails please can 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 
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Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


Cifcle^^fi92672 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 

Rental Simple 

Shmeisctni 
TeL 693399 
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'Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


La Coquette 

RES'AURAN' 



ASSARAYA 

a car i 

Head Office 

Tel. 06-684771 / Fax 664973 
Aqaba OfRee 
Tel. 03-316265 / Fax 316265 
Enietyancy Call 24 Hows 
079 / 21526 

Stvnlsanl Khg AbduBsh GaidenB 


Foi Res 

f.l'.''. ’ I D.'i''.' ,i;l C'.'i ili.T 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished 

c c 

£and Unfurnished S. 

I- L. 

^Villas apartments £ 
land office Space I 

IE od 

^To Suftell Budgets ^ 

681113 688816 
For Rent - For Rent 



Shopping at 


makes my Ma happy 
elegant inspite 
of tin EXTRA WEIGHT 
I ant causing her! 



Al-Um store 

mstfonceBiSclng 

JebelArrvran 

StdCtfOe 

Tel-<6SiN0 


Maitmity & Children 's wear 


AVIS RENTACAR 



CROWM HOT 


SiiKGPOOi 

Win 


WHCOli 

TEL 768180 



aausoFncB 60 S 843 > 6901 S 7 
RADIO A TV STATION RD.- 
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i:nOW SUPER STEAM IRON 

ON SALE AT Tal : 61NB7 . 6214«4 • 
827455 > U3457 - S93392 • 644B05 . 
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Blackburn brawlers 
handed shock bans by UEFA 


GENEVA (AFP) — Bladcbum brawlers 
Graeme Le Same and David Batty were 
, banded a sfaodc two-match ban from UEFA 
•for ''grossly unsportii^ conduct” on Wednes- 
day, just two days after football's European 
governing bo<^ had given them a reprieve. 

. The dramatic diange of mind came after 
UEFA received die Fair I^ay report into the 
fi^t between the two Enj^and inteniatiooals 
eariy in last week’s Champions League game 
a gainst Spaitak MOSCOW in Russia. 

Both die Italian referee Luigi Pairetto and 
the Danish match observer ruled that the 
brawl did not merit Anther action bey^ the 
stiff dub fines the English champions gave die 
pair on Monday. 

UEFA initially backed that view, desfrite 
urgings for action by the English Football 
A^odation. 

“We will respect the referee's opinion that 
it is not worthy of further action,” UEFA 
spokesman Peter Limadier had said: 

But late Tuesday they were leopemag their 
investigations b^use “new facts” had 
emerged before the disdplinaiy committee 


slapped a two-mateh suspension on of 
the players the following morning. 

“The case has been submitted to die UEFA 
Control and Disc^ilmaiy Committee, whi^ 
has dedded to suspend the players Graeme 
Le Sana and David Batty from the E«gl«h 
diampfons Blackbiun Ro%^ for two niat dies 
eadi for grossly unsporting conduct.” 

The Eif^d intemationals will miss next 
months’ final Chasqnons League game at 
home to Rosenborg of Norway, and the first 
mme when Blackburn next qualify for a 
European campaign. 

The two have afready been punished by the 
dub, though the actual level of fines, thought 
to be around two weeks' wages, have not been 
made public. 

“The news has come as a Ut of a diock to 
the dub,” said Blackburn cfaaiimaa Robert 
Coar. 

“ All th e statements we had seen attri b ute d 
to UEFA in the ine£a said tli^ were not 
going to take anyfiirdier actions and t^ the 
dub’s internal discipimary actions would 
stand. 


Aussie gymnastics inquiry dismisses abuse charges. 


CANBERRA (R)^ An Au- 
stralian inquiry cleared the 
country's top sports body of 
wides{»ead physical abuse of 
young fem^e gymnasts on 
Wednesday, but found some 
allegations of mistreatment 
were true. 

The inquiry into allega- 


tions of physical abuse at the 
gove r nment’s Australian In? 
stitute of Sport (AIS) found 
all but a handful of the 
accusations could not be vali- 
dated. 

“No systematic or wide- 
spr^d abuse of AID female 
gymnasts has been found to 


ooenr at any time,” said the 
report. 

“Almost all allegations of 
abuse investigated by the in- 
quiry... have not been proven 
and the media rqxirts of 
April and May 1995 most be 
r^arded as greatly mislead- ' 
ing,” h said. 


Hawks overcome Knicks in overtime 


NEW YORK (R) — Craig 
Ehlo made two key steals m 
overtime and Steve Smitfa 
scored 25 points as the Atlan- 
ta Hawks defeated the New 
York Knicks KG-97 Tuesday. 

Atlanta scored the fiiA 
four points of overtime as 
anith made a jumper and 
Rhin a steal and laynp to 
give Atlanta a 99^ (cad. 

After P^rkk Ewing made 
a jumper to poll the Knicks 
within two, Ehlo made a steal 
off an in bounds pass and 
Smith made one of two free 
tiuows for a 100^ lead. 
Ehlo made two free throws 
for the final marpn. 

“They picked my man, so I 
switdied ont to Pati^,** 
Ehlo said. “The pass was a 
little fioater and I figured I 
was a Httle quicker than Pat- 
rick.” 

Ewing scored 35 points and 
Cfaaries teUey added 18 for 
New York, ufrkfa manned 
only two points in over tim e. 
The loss snapped a five-game 
winniag str^. 

Six players scored in dou- 
ble figmes for Atlanta, which 
led 1^ seven points midway 
fiirou^ the roortfa qnarter, 
90^ before New York went 
on a 9-0 run to lead 92-90 on 
Hubert Davis's three-pointer 
with 2:50 remaining. New 
York fenced ovCTtime when 
ewiog matte two free throws 
with S3 seconds left. 


Anthony Mason 
with 15 points and 12 re- 
bounds for the Knicks, play- 
ing 52 minotes. Mason hu sat 
for tmly ^ mmntes in bis last 
aioe games. 

In Houston, Hakeem 01a- 
juwoo had a season^ii^ 30.. 
points and 19 rdtounds as the 
Rockets snapped a two-g^me 
losmg streak with a 116-103 
win over the Los Angel^ 
Chjppeis. 

Clyde Drezler added 22 
points and 11 rebounds. 

Brian Williams had 18 
points to lead the Clippers, 
who have lost four of their 
last five. 

In Seatde, Maik Jackson’s 
free throw witii seven-ten^ 
of a second remaining caj^wd 
a 19-5 nm as the Inifiana 
Pacers came back to defeat 
the Supersonics 102-101. 
snapping a two-game lo^g 
streak. 

Reggie Miller scored 28 
points and Ricky Kerce and 
Dale Davis each added 14 for 
Indiana. 


Gary Payton scored 24 
points and Shawn Kemp 
added 17 fr>r Seattle, whidi 
bad its three-game uinDing 
Streak snapped. 

In Miami, Alonzo Mourn- 
ing scored a season-high 38 
pomts and bad 10 rebounds 
as die Heat handed die Dal- 
las Mavericks their sixth 
straight loss, 111-89. 

Kevin WDJis had 12 points 
and 10 rebounds as die beat 
posted dieir fourth straight 
home victory. 

Jamal Madibiun scored 24 
points for the Mavericks. 

In Milwaukee, Khalid 
Reeves scored 19 pomts o& 
the bench and Glen Rice had 
18 as the Charlotte Hornets 
defeated the Bucks 106^ to 
win their diird straight game. 

Larry Johnson added 17 
points and seven assists. 

Glenn Robinson scored 28 
points and Johnny Newman 
added 19 for >^wankee, 
^lidi lost its third strait. 

Newly acquired point 
guard Snerman Douglas bad 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


What action do you take? 


«QJ8 CK7SS3 OA7 aEQIO 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
Ol?M Tr«tm McOa Striw, in 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


A . North's bidding «hows a good 
si]«ard or longer apado suit and 
only four hearts. Under the cireum* 
stances, not to correct to four 
spades would be a gross dereliction 
of duty. 


The Udding has proceeded; 
NORTH EAST SOimi WEST 
lA Pmm 19 PsM 

2NT Pue 7 
Whal do you bid now? 


Q. 1 • Both xiilneroble, a- South 
you hold: 


*AQ 9K8TG -36 5 4 *ARJ3 


The b)dt\inc has> proceeded! 
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
l<7 Piu- fia Pas» 

20 Pew 7 
Whal do you bid now? 


The faiddine has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
1-1 Pm Pass DU 
Pa<M 2* Pass ? 

What do vovi hid now? 


Q. 4 • As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


*J109875 OAlOa C>S8 4AS 


A - You arc on the verge of a jump 
shift,, and no heart hid nnw will do 
your hand fuH ju4l'icv Thr solution 
IS to bid two sp.odc«. regardless of 
your methods. That ir absolutely 


A . You hnvc a very good hiind, but 
jou h.ivc to irtJt it pn^rly — 
partner could hold nothing of value. 
Since >i jump to four clubs would 
Vijpnss three no trump — possibly 
your only makable game — bid 
three clubs ond hope thot partner, 
with d heart stopper, will act. 


The bidding has proceeded: 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

1* Pace S4 Pass 

3a Pam 4a Paaa 


A - Thia la simply a matter oTarith* 
raelic. £>cpendingon methods, part- 
ner has a minimum of 18 or 19 
points, and you have IS. That's 
enough for a small slam, no more. 
Bid six no trump. 


Q. 6 • Both vulnerable, aa South 
you hold; 


Whal action do you take? 


aRQJS V7 MJeSS 4K7S 


fordne and. should pnnner m.tkc 
some bid to indicate a hand that >s 


q. 3 • East* West vulnerable, as 
South .vou hold: 


belter chan minimum, start probing 
for slum. 


aJ8 oqsa oq783 aKJSS 


Q. 3 - Neither vulnemhle. ns South 
you hold: 


The bidding haa proceeded! 
NORTH SOUTH WEST 


A . (f you deem your hand to be a 
minimum, think again! Your 
wealth of controls, intermediate 
cards and distribution make this 
bond worth some 10.17 points. 
Since partner surely has some high 
spades, wc would go straight to six 
spades. At worst, that should be on 
a fiaesae. 


Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one diamond. 

- What action do you take? 


aAK7 >773 OK106 4ARJI0S 


U 

3* 

49 


Pam INT 
Pom 3NT 
Pom ? 


Poaa 

Pam 


Q. 6 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: . 


A • Normally, when the opponents 
open the bidding in your bat suit, 
il is wisest to pass and let them 
stnig(de. Here, however, we suggest 
that, deapito having only four cards 
in the suit, you overenll one spade. 
That maka it more diflleull for 
your left-hand opponenl to enter 
the ouelion with a heart bid- 


FOR RENT IN RRDOUN 

Most elegant first floor 300 sq.m., 3 bedrooms, 
one master, spacious reception area, nicely 


decorated, also available central heating, A/C, tel., 
satellite dish, new and quality fiimiture, beautiful 
location, near Chilean Embassy. Rent negotiable 
after visit. 

Kindly call 828391 


MGA KABABAYAN PINAKAMURANG DOOR TO DOOR PINAKAMABILIS 
NA DELIVERY SERVICE 


^ SAKOP ANG BLIONC UlCAS NC PIUPINaS 
240RASDELIVERyW1THIN METRO MANILA 


SA LAfiAS NC METVO MANIU . VISaYAS AT MIM3ANAO MATATANCCAP SA 
LOOK NC 7 HANUANG 3 aRAW VIA TELEX THaNSEER 


0 MAlALAMAN ANC CONFIRMATION NC PINADALHaN SA LOOB NC 48 ORAS 
41 ID 7.000 f ID SEVEN J LAMANC ANC BASAYARAN , AT BANK RATE PA ANG 
TATaNGCAPIN NC BENEnCIARY AT WAU PANG EXTRA CHARES KAHTT 
SAAN MANC DaKO NC PIUPINAS 

* SUBUKAN PO KAMI UPASC MAPA'TUNAI’AN . TUMAWAC LAMANC PO .AMINC 
OPISINA AT HANAPEN 51 ALICE 


SLAMATPO 

JADDADHt n^AMMTIONAL TRADING BCPRESS^jrtEX.) 
. TB. ; 4^I/6W946 ■ 




SINGER 

DEMONSTRATES THE... 




Opemt^Tadiw 
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In Amman 




A 



Franchise 





STEAM IRON PRESSES & XL 100 SEWING MACHINE 


AT SPECIAL PRICES 



SINGER 


FOR FURTHER INFORMAHON PLEASE CONTACT ; 

Tel. 962-6-627961 Fax. 962-8-827963 P.O.BOX. 249 Amman 11116 Jordan 
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e Place Where 
Fresh Is The Taste 


SUBWAY 
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How To Get There 


Macca St. Next To Jabber 
Trading Center. Tel 613446 


seven points and three assists 
in 14 minutes. 

Milwaukee's Vin Baker, 
iriio entered the game aver- 
aging 21.1 points and sharing 
the league lead in rebounds 
at 12.2 per game, was ejected 
for aigoing in the third quar- 
ter. Baker was held to six 
points and six rebounds. 

Charlotte head coach 
Allan Bristow was also 
eject^. 


At Minnesota, Christian 
Laettner and Sam KCtcbell 
scored 18 points apiece to 
lead six players in doable 
figures as the Hmberwolves 
routed the Vancouver Griz- 
zlies 121-98. 


Minnesota has won two 
strai ght since Laettner re- 
tnrned after a sprained ankle. 
It was the limberwolves’ first 
two-game win streak since 
lawt mar ch. Vancouver has 
lost 12 straight dace starting 
tte season with a pair of 
wins. 


Greg Anthony had 23 
points and Kenny Gattison 
added 20 for Vancouver. 

In Cleveland, Terrell Bran- 
don scored 15 of his 25 points 
in the second half as the 
Cavaliers rallied for a 93-89 
victory over the Toronto 
Raptors. 


launches 
12-team NBA 


BEUiNG (AFP) - Beijii 

Ducks, Army Rodeets, 

jiang ^uirrels, and Gnang- 
do^ Hgers are not tasty 
Chinese morsels bnt just a 
few of the teams on thdr 
starting blocks for the Orina 
National Basketball League 
(CNBL), whidi kicks oofo 
first professiona] season on 
December 10. 

After an eight-team trial 
run last season, the Cfaiii^ 
Basketball Association and 
seven foreign sponsoxa de- 
cided to set up a foil l^team 
championship, according to 
Wedriesday’s C hina Daily. 

The CNBL, modelled on 
the us National Basketball 
Assodation (NBA), wOl have 
a 132-match regnlar season 
and a 22-game F^yoff. The 
17 matches, running to Aprfl* 
7, nill be played Wednesdays 
and Sundays, the paper said. 

Bnt millions of viewers in 
53 countries is Asia, inrif a 
and the Middle East can also 
enjoy the deb'ghts of dnek- 
squinel standoffr via a week- 
ly match on Prime Sport, Star 
TV's sports channel, and on 
Ttans World Sport. 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe, semi-villa, ground floor virith garden or 1st floor. 
Furnished or unfurnished 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, 
kitchen, living, sitting, dining and 3 balconies, open 
space. 300 sq.m., excellent location in Shmeisani, 
opposite DAROTEL Use residence or regional office. 
Contact owner at 605480, 
from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 - 8;00 p.m. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnisiied tipartment. <:cnsisCin<:7 c-t two 
bedrooms, sittii'kj. large salon, two batiirooms. new 
kitchen, telephone, independent cenrr.it he.^ting 
and garage. 

Cocation: Shmeisani. opposite Western >^Vnman 
Qas Station. f9le€tse callfeL €S928?. 


SIX DELUXE FLATS FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, salon, dining . American style 
kitchen, lift , central heating, telephone line, 
central antenna. Intercom. 

Suitable for diplomatic missions and foreign firms. 
Rent to be paid annuaily :JD 6000 plus 10 per cent 
for services. 

Location; jJaba! Amman- Al Khalidi Hospital Street. 

Call Tel: §37628 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 



2 Furnished Appts, consist of 2 bedrooms . salon, 
dining. Kitchen with telephone, central hearing, 
parking, garden. Located at 4th circle, please call 
642786. ^ 

1 Furnished appt consist of 2 bedrooms 2 bath- 
rooms. salon, dining and kitchen with telephone 
and central heating located at Deir Ghbar - near 
MingShin. 

Rest - U.S. Embassy Highway . Please call 

861968 - 813998. 



AMEiucAN Women of amman 

CHRISTMAS CHARITY 


BAZAAR 


FRIDA V. DECEMBER 1. 1995 
AMMAN MARRIOTT 60TEL 
1 1 AM TO 4 PM 
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I NO NEED TO SHOP ANY WHERE ELSE 
SIMPLY WE'VE GOT IT ALL 

^EE PARKING OPPOSITE 


WADI SAQRA HOOK SUOP:f. 


OPEN ALL WEEK DAYS TILL 10 P.M. 



•V. 


TODAY AT 

'■ 

CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL 039238 

. PLAZA 

ONm/K TEL 677420 

CONCORD 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 

Kevin Costner 
in 

WATERWORLD 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 

Nadia AI Jiindl, Farouq Fishawi 
and Mahmoud Hamideh 
in 

A Woman Who shook 
the Throne of Egypt 

(Arabic) 

Shows; 12:30, 3;30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD *1” 

Nadia Al Jundl. Farouq Fishawi 
and Mahmoud Hamideh ...in 
A Woman Who shook the Throne 
^ Egypt 

Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10;30 
CONCORD "2” 
Sylvester Stallone..in 

ASSAS51N6 

Shows: 3:30. 6, 8:15, 10:15 « 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
“ Sumaa" 
in 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 

• Written & directed 1:^ 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 

In view of the travel 
of the actors abroad 
the theatre is closed 
until further notice 
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Andre Agassi 


Agassi to miss Davis Cup final 



MOSCOW (AFP) — A chest 
injury has forced Andre 
Agassi out of the United 
'Statts* Da^ Cup final team 
against Rnssia at the Olym- 
pisky Sports Complex here 
fills weekend. 

U.S. team captain Tom 
GnlUk^ said on Tuesday 
that he ^ke on the tele- 
phone with Perry Rogers, 
Agasa’s agent, on Monday 
and was told the world nnm- 
ber two has not fi^ reco- 
vered the injnn be suffered 
in the Davis Cup semifinal 
again-tf Sweden m Septem- 
ber. 

Andre has played very 
iitde since file U.S. Open and 


I SPORTS I 
F 

Italy may allow 

II foreigners per 
team 

ROME (AFP) — Italian 
football clubs oonld soon 
be aDowed to field a fii^ 
team of 11 foreigners, in- 
stead of the current of 
three, following a par- 
liamentary vote here on 
Tuesday. The Italian Sen- 
ate voted to accept an 
amendment from Northern 
League senator. Francesco 
Sperono allowing 11 fore- 
i^ers — provided the fore- 
ign country is another 
member of the Eaix^iean 
Union. The amendment 
designed to end current 
restrictions on professional 
sportsmen and women, 
would be added to EU leg- 
islation currently being de- 
bated here. 

Rideout lost until ' 
New Year 

LONDON (R) — Everton | 
striker Paul Rideout looks 
likdky to be sidelined until 
the New Year following a 
collision of heads with 
Sheffield Wednesday de- 
fender Des Walker during 
Saturday's Premier League 
match at Goodison Park. 
Rideont received 32 stitch- 
es in his Up, lost two teeth, 
damaged the roots of sever- 
al others and sustained a 
cracked palate, lacerations 
and bruising to his gums in 
die collision during the 2-2 
draw. Rideout’s absence 
leaves manager Joe Royie 
short of st^ng options 
with Duncan Ferguson still 
suspended, although Nif^- 
rian international Daniel 
Amokaebi scored the 
equaliser after replacing 
Rideout. 




forSchmeichel 

MANCHESTER (AFP) — 
Manchester United ^1- 
keeper Peter Schmeichel 
flew back to Denmark on 
Tuesday for an operation 
on an i^amed right elbow. 
The giant Dane is likely to 
be out for two weeks, mis- 
sing the games against 
Chelsea and Sheffield 
Wednesday, after surgery 
to correct the inflamm ation 
whidi has troubled him in | 
recent weeks. I 


probably he isn’t physically 
rea^ to play,” said GuUik- 
son. 

He will be replaced in the 
U.S. squad by doubles spe- 
cialist Richey Reneberg, 
ranked S7th in the world. 

Agassi’s absence will be a 
major setback for die United 
States. A fow weeks it 
looked like a walkover to 
some observers with the top 
two layers in the world on 
the same team. 

But world number one 
Pete Sampras is not particn- 
larly strong on day with- 
out the ,1^ -Vegan, _ the 
Americans suddenly s^m 
vulnerable. ' ' ‘ 

Jim Courier, who recently 


dropped from seventh to 
eighth in the ATP rankings, 
wW take Agassi's place in & 
singes rubber, along with 
Sampras. 

“Jim knew when he ^t 
here that be woold have to 
play singles,” said Gullikson. 
“I don’t firinlc we’re losing 
much, if anyfiiing, wifo the 
No. 1 and 8 guys (laying 
singles, and Rm is one of the 
best clay oomt players there 
is.” 

The Russian team is ex- 
pected to stick with Yevgeny 
Kafelg^qy at^ /ffldrri Oes- 
iiolrov' th smgl(»‘, and team 
Kafelnikov with Andrei 
Olkhovsky for the doubles. 


IMEW VE/\R 





SMJBS & MAEKETING 

MilNAGER 

^ Minimum 3 years successful marketing experience at management 
level in the food manufacturing industry (preferably In Dairy or 
refreshment) 

♦ Preferably B.A. Economics, Business Administration or similar com- 
mercial degree 

♦ Fluent command of Arabic and English (written and spoken) 

^ Good experience in analysis of sales and market information, 
strategic planning and preparation, implementation and follow-up of 
marketing plan 

♦ Planning, co-ordination anti execution of sales promotion activities 
*■ Development and evaluation of package design 

^ Management and training of sales force 

The post is demanding as regards flexibiltty, self motivation, com- 
munication, co-operation and co-ordination with many nationalities 
and advertising agencies. 

We offer an attractive salary package commensurate with qualifications 
and experience. 

Application in writing only, with recent photograph and C.V. to 







Bahrain Danish Dairy 
Company W.L.L. 
P.O. Box 601, Bahrain. 
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Ajax flight 
takes off 

again for 
Amsterdam 

TOKYO (R) — Newly- 
crowned world dub soccer 
diampions Ajax Amsterdam 
left for home for the second 
time on Wednesday after 
their origiijal fli^t from 
Tol^ was refused permis- 
sioo to overfly Russia, an 
airport ^x>kesaian said. 

He told Reuters the char- 
tered KLM plane intended to 
retrace its original flight path 
to Amsterdam after wiimmg 
pennission to fly over Russia. 

Russian anfiiorities had de- 
nied file jrfape permission to 
enter then* airspace, forcing it 
to drde while the problems 
was sorted out. 

“By the time permission 
was finally granted, the air- 
craft had consumed so much 
fuel that it had to return to 
Narita (Tokyo) for refnell- 
ing,” a KLM qxikesman in 
Tokyo told Re^ts. 

’Tt was all a misunder- 
standing” over flight num- 
bers, KM ^kesman Hans 
Leijte said in Amsterdam. 

KLM does not operate a 
scheduled Tokyo- 
Amsterdam flight on 
Wednesdays and thh extra 
flight had a four-digit number 
instead of the normal three. 

“The mix-up has been 
sorted out,” Ldjte said. 

Dmitiy Polkanov at the 
Russian centre of air traffic 
told Reoteis in Moscow the 
plane was refused permission 
to overfly Russian aiiqiaoe 
because none of his control- 
lers had infonnation about 
flight KLM 8623. 

He said KLM bad apolo- 
gised for not annoimcmg the 
diaiter flight property in adv- 
ance. 

The end result was that a 
day after winning the Worid 
Oub title in Tol^ by beat- 
ing Gremio of Br aaln on 
penalties, the Ajax team 
caume crariung back to earfii 
with a wearying journey fiiat 
still had many hours to go 
before they readied home. 

The debade forced Am- 
sterdam to posQxme its mas - 
rive homeemning street party 
for Ajax, for vrinch prepara- 
tions were well imderway on 
Wednesday morning. 


World swimming federation 


gets 



on drugs 


RI 9 DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Swimming’s governing body 
announced drastic new 
punishment for doping offen- 
^rs on 'Diesday, agreeing to 
impose automatic four-year 
bans on swimmers found to 
have used anabolic steroids, 
delegates and offidals said. 

An extraordinary congress 
of FINA, the international 
swimming federation, also 
agreed on two-year bans for 
swimmers found to have used 
other drugs, apart fiom light- 
er drugs su^ as an excess of 
caffeine whidi will carry only 
a three-month 

The four-year ban for test- 
positive for anabofic ster- 
oids doubles the previous 
maximum suspenrion. 

Retroactive bar.* were also 
introdaced and swimmers 
foond to have used anabolic 
steroids will be s trippe d of all 
medals and records achieved 
in the previous 12 months. 

But the congress stO|3ped 
short of hitrodudng sanctions 
against federations whose 
swimmers fail dope tests, 
postponing a dedrion to a 
meeting next year before the 
Olympic Gan^ in Atlanta. 

The decision was delayed 
after the 34 federations with 
voting powers voted 17-17 
after some members argued 
that it was impossible for 
them to control all their 
swimmers closely. 

The problem of doping in 
swimming was dramatically 
highlighted at the Asian 
Gaunes in Ifiiosbima in Octo- 
ber 1994 when seven Chinese 
swimmers, including two 
women's worid champions, 
tested positive. 

The four-year ban, which 
toast include an Olympic 
Games, went further than the 
original proposal which was 
simply to tom the oid two- 
year maximum ban into a 
two-y^ minimum ban for 
first time offenders. 

The new proposal was 
made by John Etevitt, who 
won the 100 metres freestyle 
gold medal at the 1960 Olym- 
pics and is now a member of 
the Australian -del^ation. 

The Australians bad led 
the pudi for tougher sanc- 
tions and were happy with 
the outcome 

“This is a giant step for- 
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An aeifrd view rtf the swimming poob <» Cham| 
Cc^MMabma Beadi, whidi were bnflt fi»r the photo) 
Second Worid Swimming Short-Course 


ward and it’s long overdue,” 
Australia's national team 
coach Don Talbot told Reu- 
ters. “The most important 
‘thing is that everybody 
wantM to do something. 
FINA are .40 be congratu- 
lated.” 

The' odngress refused to 
discuss individual cases sudi 
as that of U.S. distance swim- 


mer Jesrica Foschi, a IS-year- 
old who tested positive in 
August but receiC^ only a 
two-year probation and no 
ban from U.S. authorities. 

FINA was meeting ahead 
of the World Short-Course 
Swimming Championships, 
which begin on Thursday in a 
pool specially built on Copa- 
cabana Bea^ 


whidi begins today fReutera 


China, who have seen 19 of 
tbdr swimmers test positive 
for drugs in the past five 
years, were barred from this 
year’s Pan-Padfic Sw imming 
Championships in Atlanta 
when the competition’s char- 
ter nations — the United 
States, Canada, Australia 
and Japan — voted 3-1 to 
exdude them. 
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Iraq offered ‘important 
evidence’ it destroyed 




mSiM 








weapons, Ekeus reports 
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fiAGHDAO (AF^ — Iraq 
has sabmitted ‘*important 
cmdeace** it destioyed Uok>- 
gical weapons bauM since 
the 1991 Golf war, but ex- 


perts most still detennine 
bow stenificant it is« U.N. 






... 






bow s^oificant it is, U.N. 
envoy Rolf Ekeus said 
Wednesday. 

‘Tm jjad to say that during 
my visit some in^mtant evi- 
dence of destractioa has been 
banded over to me,'* hfr. 
Ekens, of the U.N. 

SpedaJ Commission (UN- 
SCOM), told re po it e s asting 
abont the status of bfoloaku 


Rasbeed, and Fmeign bfinis- 
ter Mdiammad A1 Sahaf. 

Mr. Ekeus anived in 
Iratii capital on Monday 
swing he would disciiss “aD 
fifo” — nuclear, biological. 


create a veiy serious sHna- 
tioi,*’ be said. 

Mr. Sahaf told AFP on 


Sunday that Iraq wonld 
coooerate widi UnSCOM 




“It- looks as if it will help 
ns,*’ A^. RIccts sakL 


CROWD CONTROL: Belgian security forces use water cannons against more than 5^)00 student protesters 
in the centre of Liege against the government of the French-speaking community after it aimounced 
austerity measures in the education sector (AFP photo) • 


[eria meets FIS demand 


by closing down desert jail 


Lebanon 
and Israel 


Bnt he did not “know ex- 
actly*' the vahie of the evi- 
dent contained in two docu- 
ments ontil it is studied at 
U.N. headqnarteis in New 
YoA: **We don't know (yet) 
whether these are real 
dnags.” 

Mr. Ekeus has accused 
HaghHaH of hu£ng pait of its 
IMO g r anu ne for weapons of 
mass destrnctkni as well as of 
res nming imports of eqni{^ 
ment to make missiles M 
widiont informing U.N. ex- 
perts. 


as balS^ missiles — on his 
latest missioD. 

Mr. Ekeus is pr^mring his 
December lepnt to the U.N. 
SecDiiQr Coimcil, ulucfa de- 
cides whedier to maintain 
economic sanctions impo^ 
after baq invaded Knwah in 
Ai^pst 1990. 

“It’s impossible today to 
describe the character oi tbe 
report,” be said. 

At its regular review ear- 
lier this month, tiie Seemity 
Council maintained sanctions 
after Mr. Ekeus issued a re- 


cooperate witii uNSCOM 
but urged Mr. Ekens to set a 

S deadline for his team to 
its vR»k and reoom- 
mmid a lifting of sanctions. 

Mr. Ekens said Tbesday: 
“There will be no qoestiop of 

any rimn B m i r, ” 

The UNSCOM ehainaan 
said he made an unpre- 
cedented tour of Onlf Arab 
states last week paitiy to raise 
funds for the efisarmament 
efforts and to brief Iraq's 
nei^bonrs on its hiddra 
weapons ac ti v i ties. 


g ort in October accusing 
aphriad of hidi ng inf f i iii ta . 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Alger- 
ia’s Interior Ministry 
announced Wednesday the 
closure of tbe last ^Tedal 
prison for militants in the 
southern Sahara re^n and 
release of all prisoners there. 

This shutdown was one of 
the main demands of the 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
and its allies. 

Algeria’s main Islamic- 


opposition boycotted the 
Nov. 16 oresi^ntial eleo- 


Nov. 16 presidential elec- 
tions, but ance then some 
party leaders have made' 
tentative overtnmes towards 
tile militaiy-backed govern- 
ment. 

But hopes that those elec- 
tions had brou^t to an end 
Algeria's spiral of bloody vio- 
lence and civil unrest were 
dashed on Monday after the 
assassination of an Algerian 
army general believed to be 
dose to tbe presideot. 

“The Interior Ministty ... 
signed a decree on the ^ut- 
down of tbe security centre of 
Ain Mgael, in the wU^' 
(region) of Tamanrasset,” a 
^ort statement said, adding 
that an prisoners were set 


ftee. 

Some 700 prisoners were 
being held at Ain M*gnel 
centre, more than 1,200 
Idknnetres sooth of Alters. 

The annonneeroent came 
48 hours oSjei newly elected 
Preadent teaming Zerooal 
was sworn in and made his 
fost address to the nation, in 
vtiiidi be called for **natio^ 
reconciliation” and vowed to 
oontinue the ftg^t against tei^ 
rorism. 

Authorities set iq> seven 
de^ntion centres after a state 
of emergency was declared in 
Frinruny 1992, fi^lowed a 
nunth later Iw the baninng of 
the FIS. 

More than 10,(XX) Islamic 

activists had been rounded up 
in these centres. Some had 
been fteed, others put on 
trial. 

A total of 17,000 peof^, 
.or half Algeria's prison 
population, are being held on 
su^ected mvolvement in ter- - 
rorism, Jnstice Minister 
Mohammad Adami said 
duee days Seve^ ban- 
died have been given the 
deadi sentence. 


Also on Wednesday, the 
Algerian press reported that 
assassinam gene^ Mttiiam- 


mad Boutidiane was a dose 
fiiend of w. Zeroual. 


in water 
diplomacy 


Bonti^iane, 59, was shot 
dead as he was shopping in 
the Bir Moorad Rais quarter 
of the cental Monday just 
-hours after Mr. Zeroual was 
sworn in as Algeria's first 
dnnoGTaticaliy-^cted pru- 
dent, raising fears that vio- 
lence and civil unrest had 
resumed after a brief hill 
during the polls. 

No groiq» has daimed re- 
spODsi^ty for tiie atmek but 
it is being blamed on Islamic 
ftmdamentalists. 

“According to relatives of 
tiie deceased, the general was 
a close friend,” tiie dafly said, 
like die preadent, he came 
from tbe eastern region of 
Tebessa. 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanon 
and Israel had their first dose 


and Israel had their first dose 
diplomatic encounter for 
y^rs over a dass water at 
the Euro-Meditenanean con- 
ference in Barcelona, An- 
Nahar newspaper r eported 
Wednesday. 


“ftaq has dedared twice 
that tiiey have destroyed all 
diese (biological) weapons a 
mondi following the Gulf 
war. We have no proof for 
that,” be added. 

Mr. Ekens later left for 
UNSCOM field offices in 
Bahrain after holdjug three 
days of talks here with Depu- 
ty Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz, Oil Minister .Amer 


Ba^idad of hidi ng tnfonna- 
tion. 

Mr. Ekeus also said be 
doubted iriietlier the U.N. 
Security Council would mod- 
ify the terms of an offer to 
to sell limited amnnnts 
of oil. 

“My feeHi^ it is not posa- 
ble... tiie Security Counefl 
acoe^ change,” I^. Ekeus 
told Renters, referring to the 
lunited oil sales resonitim. 

• baq has so fin rejected 
Resolution 986 allowing li- 
mited oil sales on the grounds 
that h encroaches upon its 


Iraq’s belated admission 
that it had ]xoduced biolo^ 
al agents and loaded them on 
to almost 200 missiles and 
warheads sent “sho^ waves” 
thio^diout the wotM and 
cast doubt about its future 
inteations, he said. 

“It created ccfocem about 
how can the uei^bonrs and 
tile intematioasl comnmniBr 
be sure that these teniUe 
weapons will not be nsed and 
not stored in Iraq,” he said. 

“Througbont my recent 
visit in tiie Gulf, I have out- 
lined to the members tbe 
ways and means we are ap- 
plying in preventing su^ 
*direat8,” he said. 


Mr. Ek^ rejectod as un- 
true reports thgt Iraq had 

gj ygn him aw nltimat iiiii to 

finish his work by a certain 
time. 

“It is qnite irreqionsible to 
put an ultimatum. It could 


Under U.N. resetintions 
endirm tiie 1991 Gitif war to 
free ]&iwait, Ir^ most des- 
tn^ its nud^ biolo^cal and 
cfagmical we^ions aad ballis- 
tic missQes and band over all 
details about them before tiie 
ofl embargo can be lifted. 


It happened when 
Lebanese Foreiga IMGiiister 
Fares Bouez readied out for 
his glass of water and found 
that his Jordaitian counter- 
part, Abdul I^rim Kabaiiti, 
takmi ft by mistake. 


Papandreou critical, 
is put on life support 


ATHENS (i^ ^ Greece's 
Socialist JMme Minister 


Boutighaue is the first 
general to have been killed 
since fitting erupted be- 
tween me military-backed 
govenunent and IslWiic ex- 
tremists after elections in 
January 1992 were cancelled 


Mr. Kabaiiti fixed Ins mis- 
take W quiddy icadbiim for 
Israeli Foreign Mnistm’ Efaud 
Barak's ^ass of water and 
handed it to Mr. Bouez who 
took a few sqs and said 
sarcastically: “It tastes some- 
vriiat bitter.” 

Mr. Barak thanked Mr. 
Kabaiiti in a note for “sett^ 
up the first water cooperation 
between Lebanon and 
brael.” 


Kabul forces recapture 
positions from Talibans 


Socialist Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou, vriio 
has played a leading nrie on 
the national political scene 
for three decades, was in 
critical conditiem on Wednes- 
day, hospital sources said. 

The Onassio cardiology 
centre where tbe 76-year-oId 
premier was admitted nme 
days ago said in a monm^ 
bdUetin tiiat Mr. Papandreou 
had been plat^ on 
after his condition “de^io- 
rated T\iesday evening.’' 

He was breathing with the 
be^ of a respirator but 
bzam and brait were fonc- 
tieming “weD,” the statement 


teary-eyed elderty man: “I 
don't want him to leave be-' 
fore me.” 

Hie acting prmnier. In- 
terior Mmster Aids Tsohat- 


zoponlos, on Wednesday 
held talks with the miinsters 


KHURD KABUL (AFP) — 
Afghan government troc^ 
Wednesday recaptured 20 
kilometres of lost ground 
from the Taliban militia 
southeast of Kabul, in a spec- 
tacular advance which re- 
versed nearly two wedts of 
government setbacks. 

The army overran five key 
villages southeast of the be- 
sieged capital and a strateric 
military stronghold in a dis- 
used prison as ^-e-Charkhi, 
15 kilometres from Kabiil in 
the operation whidi began 
late Tuesefey, anny and de- 
fence offid^ said. 


Kabul is safe ftom the east,” 
he tcBd AFP from his post in 
Khoid Kabul. 

Government soldiers cap- 
tured four tanks, three 
trades, a jeep and a pidc-np 
track — sin flying the white 
Taliban f^ — fsota ^ Isla^ 
mic fighters, who were tiyiiig 
to seal off the dfy from tiie 
east, witnesses saw. 


Jordan to set up formal ties with Armenia 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Council of bfinisteis on Wednes- 
day announced Jordan’s dedaon to estriilbh tfidomatic 


“This is a major rictory for 
us,” a defence ministry offi- 
dal said. “This (front) was a 
gateway into Kabul for the 
Taliban, but we have closed 
it,” he added. 

The cradal villages of But- 
khak, Band-e-Ofaari, KlniTd 
Kabul — a hamlet 25 
kilometres southeast of 
Kabul — Chakari and 
Malang were all returned to 
government control after 
eight days of Taliban rule 
which came during a string of 
tug-of-war advances and re- 
treats by both sides in the 
arid and dusty area. 

The massive advance by 
troops loyai to President 
Burhanudttin Rabbani came 
12 days after a massive Tali- 
ban attack on the eastern dde 
of Kabul in which they sehted 
about 20 kilonietres of gov- 
ernment territoiy. 

The onslaught had raised 
fears here that tbe militiamen 
would cut off tbe already 
besieged capital from the 
east. 

Witnesses on the front saw 
that the forces had swept 
across the area, clearing it of 
Taliban podtions. They had 
seized control of all strategic 
points in the area and were 
]riadng troopers throughout 
the region, the witnesses saw. 

The frontline is now south- 
east of Chakari, while goy- 
erament troops were still 
pushing the Talibans further 
away from Chakari — 30 
kilometres from Kabul — be 
^ded. 

“This time they will not be 
able to come back here — 


Defence and military offi- 
cials said “many” Talil^ 
bad been, taken prisoners,, 
vriiile scores of otiieis had 
been killed, bnt no causally 
figures or independmit cm- 
finnation were immediately 
available. 

The first objective of tbe 
counter-offensive was to 
seize the fortified Pul-e-. 
Cbaikhi jail from tbe Islamic 
warriors who cultured it last 
week, turning it into a target 
for government bombs, artil- 
lery and rocket bair^es, 
commanders said. 

The Thliban-occupied pris- 
on bad posed a threat to the 
nearby strategic village of tiie 
same name, wfaidi 1& along 
the main eastern road artery 
leading from embattled 
Kabul towards Pakistan. 


day announced Jordan’s dedaon to estriilbh diplomatic 
ties with Armenia at non-resident ambassadorial level. A 
cabinet announcement said tiiat Jmdan's ambassador to 
Uriiekistan will serve as the IQngdcnn’s non-resident 
ambassador to Armenia. The Criiinet also approved 
recommendations by devekqnnent council to bo^ tiie 
oommnnkations sector in order to encourage investment iq, 
this field so as to cater to the requirements of die countryV 
socioeconomic devekqnnent. IMBid^ of Vast and 
nnuncations Jamal Sandieh said tbe C^nnet approved his 
ministiy's reammiendation for a new Boefice to a 
company to set up, operate and manage a mobile teleph<nie 
network, to be operational by the end^of 19^. He said that 
the cabinet also approved a plan to increase, tbe number of 
poblic telephones m Jmdan espedally in areas sriiere very 
few telephone exchanges exist. 


Ifis condition has qiariced 
anxious speotiation not only 
abont hb poHti^ successor 
— whom he has thus far 
refused to name — but about 
bow Greece would respond 
to the void his sodden abs- 


ence wonld inevitably create. 
At tbe bo^ptal, wnmv Mr. 


Papandreou was admitted 
Nov. 29 suffering from penn- 
moaia, a stream of journalists 
and pditical figi^ 
tiie seventh floor awaiting 
news of tbe prime minister’s 
condition. 

Nearly all the 169 deputies 
of the Pasok socialist party he 
founded 21 yeais ago have 


Qatar air denies plans for air links with Israel 


DOHA (AFP) — Qatar Air on Wednesday denied reports 
tiiat ft plans to start regular flidits between Doha and Tel 
Aviv, tiie official news agen^ ^A reported. “Snefa press 
rqiorts m totally nnfiMmded,** said tire oonq>any*s fxrrn- 
tiveprmidentSbrikhHaniadlbn JabfiMTha^ “Qatwau 


has no intention of starting np an air Knk wifli Tel Aviv. 
The director of IstmU dra aviation. Menadiem Sharor 


with various opposition & 
gores and other politicians as 
tiie coontry worries about a 
possible successor. 

“I am ready to give him all 
of my organs as lo^ as he 
lives,” said one of tiie many 
Pasok supporters crowded in 
the lobby. Said another 


held talks with the miinsters 
of econcMny, finance, law and 
(Mder, eoviromnent and tiie 
prime minister's office, offi- 
cial sources said. 

The sources said tbe infor- 
mal meeting of part of the 
calmiet touebed on a draft 
buc^t and education prob- 
lems. 

Mr. Tsttiiatzopoolos, vriw 
is viewed as a prime candi- 
date to take over frenn Mr. 
Papandreou, insists a succes- 
sor should not be chosen 
witiioat tbe prime minister's 
participation. 

Bnthfr. Parandreou mpo- 
nents witiim Tasok, sora as 
former minister Costas Simi- 
tis and former European 
Commissioner Vasso P^pan- 
dreoQ (no relation), have 
already met to dist^ coi- 
tions if the prime minister's 
health d ete riora t e fnrtiier. 

The two were tbe first to 
ask Mr. Papandreou, even 
before be became ill, to de- 
s^nate a successor, but tbe 
prune minister simply re- 
qxmded, “the time be not 
come.” 

Bom Feb. 5, 1919 on tbe 
island of Chios, Mr. Papan- 
dieon was attracted to Trots- 
kyian e a student dnring tiie 
1936-1940 dictatorship of 
lonnis Metaxas Papanclreoa 
before fleeing to tiiie United 
State in 1939 for a period of 
self-imposed exile. 

He became an American 
dtizen and served in tiie U.S. 



Andreas Papandreou 

Navy daring World War II, 
and tiien went cm to a bril- 
liant academic career e a 
professor of econonne at 
Harvard and the University 
of California at Bericeley. 

In tbe 1960s he retained to 
Greece and entered pcditics 
when his father George, a 
prominent centrist, was 
elected prime minister in 
1964. The new premier 
offered his son a ministerial 
post. 

- But just tinee years later 
Greek demoesa^ was snuf- 
fed out in a rig^t-wing milit- 
ary coup tiiat imposra a djp- 
tatorship on tbe country — 
badted by tiie United States 
— 'for the next seven years. 

As leader of die left-wing 
in his fatiier’s centrist mdoa 
movem^, Mr. Papmidxecm 
was briefly sent to prison, 
and kqH m solitary oonfine- 
ment for mcmtiis. 

When tbe junta finally col- 
Iqised in 1974 Mr. l^iaii- 
dreon returned to Greece, 
then led by the veteran right- 
wing figure Conriaiitin Cara- 
manlis, and foiinded the 
PanheDenic Sexia^ Move- 
ment, or Pasok. 


Tlte director of Israeli dra aviation, Menadiem Sharon, 
said on Nov. 20 that tbe two countries had reached an 
“onderstandingf' in talks in Qatar for two charter fl^ts a 
week between Doha and Tel Aviv. But the deal not yet 

K»^n oimUMl 2.w«l 1-1- - m 


9 killed 


been signed because of outstanchiig “technical miblems,” 
. he said cm his return from two days of talks in Dcrfia with 


in Somali 


Tbe jail fell late Tuesday 
when its 100 occupants were 
dtiier kOled or Am, opening 
the way for Rabbani's troc^ 
to achwice into the remain- 
der of the Taliban^ontioUed 
area, military commanders 
said. 

“We have driven the 
enemy right ont of the teiri- 
toiy toey temk from us and 
have piikbed tiiem into tiie 
next province of Logar,” 
General Taj Mohammad, 
who commanded tbe govern- 
ment counter-offdiave said. 

They then repulsed tbe 
milftiaiagn all Villages 
and posts the Talibans bad 
held between the prison and 
the village of Giakari, they 
added. 

Corpses believed to be 
those of Taliban fighters were 
still strewn around the bat- 
tered and scarred prison 
Wednesday, along with the 
warriors' black turbans, uni- 
fbnns, broken macihinegans 
and blankets. 


Qatan ariation offidab. Altiiough the two countries do not 
have di|tioiiiatic tics, Israel is negotiating witii Qatar to 
open a ccmmercial office in Doha. Last month, the Jewish 
state signed a letter of intent wifo U.S. company Enrcm to 
boy Qatari gas. 


clan war 


Islamic penal code 
adopted by Tehran 


Iran welcomes 'end of the genooide’ In Bosnia 


ZAGR^ (AFP) — Iranian Fcneign Minister Ali Akbar 


hqiw to see that this graod^ in ffiis part of the worid has 
fimuhrended,” Mr. VekwatitoM reporters after a meeting 
vnth Croatian Prudent Franjo Tbdjman. Iran will provide 
aid to help Bosnia and Croatia reconstroct their oonntries, 
Mr. Velayati said. Iran has been erne of the major aid 
donors to the mainly-Mnslim govenunent in Sarajevo. 


Algerians rescue Gulf princes in desert 


PARIS (R) — Algeria’s airforce rescued scmie princes from 
the Umted Arab Endiates who got lost in tiie Mi£an 
desert, near the Algerian border, the Algerian news 
Agenqr APs T^mrted. It said abont 10 pec^le dnring 
aerc^ Mali’s deserts got lost and sent a distil signal to tiie 
Malian authoiities. As MaU efid not have rescue forces to 
hai^, neighbouring Algeria sent army diodes planes 
whicdi located die cuivers and provided mem widi memeue 
and other materials tiiat allowed them to readi Bamako, 
Malian csqiital, APs added. Further details of the 
mddeot were not immediately available. 


MOGi^ISHU (AFP) — At 
least nine people were killed 
and 17 otiiers wounded in 
fierce fitting between two 
sub-dans in southern Soma- 
lia, reports reaching here said 
on Wednesday. 

Hie fighting between tbe 
Hawiye dan's Galj’el and 
Slukhail sub-clans has been 
going on intennittentiy since 
e^y November in the Elib 
^strict on southern Somalia's 
Lower Jubba region, but in- 
tensified early on Hiesday. 

As a result, Jibil town, 
which ties 340 kilometres 
(212 miles) south of Moga- 
dishu, was recaptured on 
Tuesday by the Sikhail clans* 
men who were dislodged 
from tbe town two weeks 
ago. 

Reports from the area said 
the root cause of the fighting 
WK a long-standing politi^ 
dispute between the two 
Hawiye sub-clans, which 
turned violent two weeks ago 
when four ShikhaUs and two 
Oalj’els were killed 


TEHRAN (AFP) —The Ira- 
nian purtiament has utopted 
a new penal code based on 
blamic laws calling for whip- 
ping, imprisonment and. 
capital punishment for an 
array of offences, officials 
said Wednesday. 

The new code contaimng 
31 chapters and 2^ artides 
seeks to provide a legal 
framewo^ to Tslamic laws, or 
Sharia, which have bMn 
arbitrarily practised in Iran 
ance die l$b9 Blamic revolu- 
tion. 

It envisages the death 
pei^ty for any vkdent act 
against the state's securfty 
and attempted attacks a gamst 
the county's leaders. Any- 
one “offendi^” tbe founder 
of tbe Islamic repuUic, tbe 
late Ayatollah Rnhollah 
Khmneini, and iris successor 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
ccAild also receive the death 
sentence. 

The new law bans any 
gatberingoftwoormoie 
here or abroad to plot a painef 
tbe state’s security, aurf any- 
one canriit vkriating tbe bra 


could be sentenced to m to 
ox yeais^ in prison. Tmise 

enga^png in acts propagan- 
da against tiie Islainic regnne 
in Iran could face iq> to one 
year in jail. 

Hie new law, sriiose consti- 
tutionality has yet to be 
5 V*wed by the snpervisory 
Counol of Guardians, calls 
for np to two months in jail or 

74 lashes of the whqi for 
women fail to observe 
the Islamic dress code. 

Conv icted pimps and 
prostitutes, however, would 
esape jail and would be 
triuKied and fined iiMtea^ 

Men who divorce their 
wives and lefiise to pay alk 

mouy and child sopport Cbold 

be sentenced to np to five 
months in jail. 

In accordance with -the 
Shaira, an act of adultry wit- 
nessed by at least four peo|^' 
is punishable by stoning to 
de^. 

A mao catdung his srife by 
surprise during a sexual act 
with a stranger is allowed to 
kill her with impunity. 



Juppe wishes 
Chirac many 
happy returns 


PARIS (AFP) — Prcsidem 
Jacques Chirac celebrated 
his 63rd birthday Wednes- 
day — and his embattled 
Prime Minister Alain Juppe 
was the first to wish him 
many h^ty returns. Mr. 
Juppe, racing massive 
social unrest as he tries to 
implement an austerity 
programme set by Mr. 
Chirac in a bid to revive 
France's ailing economy, 
wished him happy birthday 
at a mftering of the ^nch 
cabinet, Elysee sources 
said. 


3 scientists award- 
ed U. N. environ- 
ment prize 


NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — 
Three scientists from the 
United States. Britain and 
Sri Lanka were named 
Tuesday as tbe winners of 
the 1995 United Nations 
Environment Programme 
Sasakawa Environment 
Prize. Peter Raven of the 
United States. Norman 
Myers of Britain and Ca- 
naganayagan Suriya- 
kumaxao of Sri Lanka ^ 
share tbe $200,000 prue 
for tbeir “outstanding con- 
tributions to the pFOteciimi 
and management of tbe 
environment.'’ Mr. Raven 
and Mr. Myers were bon- 
oiued for decades of joint 
research on tropical forests 
and biological diversity, 
and for pushing govern- 
ments and international 
agencies to address the 
problem of species becom- 
ing extinct. Mr. Suriya- 
kumaian, chairman of the 
Centre for Regional 
Develepmeot Studies in Sri 
Lanka, is considered a pio- 
neer in shaping responses 
to environmental ebai- 
leoges, and in developing 
economic models to show 
costs and benefits of envi- 
ronmental programmes. 


Zhirinovsky rails 
against foreign 
food 


MOSCOW (AP) — Ultra- 
nationalist Vladimir Zbiii- 
Dovsky, campai^ring this 
week in Siberia, says bis 
favourite foods are — not 
surprisingly — Russian, 
Russian, Russian. Top on 
Mr. Zhirinovsky's list are 
dark Russian rye bread and 
kefir, a thick sour drink 
made from cow's milk that 
is usually served by tbe 
glass and has the consisten- 
cy of yogurt The leader of 
the Liiteral Democratic 
Party likes to round out Us 
meals with meatless shchi, 
or cabbage sonp, and 
kasha, or oatmeal pcnridgei 
the ITAR-TASS news 
agency reported Wednes- 
day. Speaking with Jonroal- 
ists in Kemerovo, a coal 
mining city about 3,000 
kilometres east of Moscow. 
Mr. Zhirinovsky said be 
was tired of aU the ban- 
quets and receptions be has' 
to attend and fed up with 
much of the ft>^ espedsi- 
ly those dishes with foiei^ 
frames. 




Woman gives birth 
to son, two more 
babies await 


iWEST PALM BEACH, 
Florida (AP) — When 
Delvonda Boldin's triplets 
celebrate birthdays in tbe 
coming years, the party 
could go on for weeks. 
Boldin, 24, delivered a 
baby boy last Thursday 
after she went into prema- 
ture labour. His two sib* 
lipgs — one is defijiitely a' 
girl ■— are still waiting to 
make their appearance. 
guess the little guy just 
coultfo't wait,” Mrs. 
Boldin said of her son, 
Kenard Autonio Boldiu? 
who weighed in at 595 
grams and was in critical 
but stable conffition. 
Doctors gave Mis. 
drugs to halt the labour and 
hope to extend her preg- 
nancy for at least six more 
weete so the two babies 
remaining in her womb 
huve more time to grow. 
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